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should abstain front tlic ulse aialcoliolic îvi ti, aîd other
aleohiolie dinksll, as itîtriusically poiFsonoins iiiil moral
and ibhivsicali point of' viw: anîd 2d. Tlnt aIl christiîîný
in ail nges in tixcir uarnal state of Iîcnlth, should
itbstiti otit tlie lise or' alcoliolie ine anid other
alcoholie dlrinks, als intriiasicllv poiSOnous iii a moral
and plhysîcal poinît ofvî':-codg to the 'word

aIt Scripturc is given by inspiraition oa' God, and is
profitable for doctrine, for rcproaf, flîr correction, for
instruction in righitcousness, tîtat, flic mani of God
may bc perîècî, thronghly furnishced ta cvcry good
wotrk," 2nu T1int. iii. 16G, 17.

Ilaving, tiais cndcavoured to brin- ont tlic truili of
Scripture tipon the text, Nwe niow fIrocte(l ta carîsider:

Il Tite doctrine tlint tiiere is only onc cait and t/uit
salutary, wliich, there are two molles of drînlrlng,
ont' lawfull, and I lle ailier unafl,-îeierlflitted,
and the other p)rohlilited.

li consultingc fice comumnentaries iliimedlittelv acces-
sible to uis, WvC find little ta satisfy. lx. seenis; as if their
nutîtors liad shrtink i'rorn graj'pliîîg with lict sub-
ject, aîid inerely glossed ovùr iLl, i hîir renîarks.-
XV rfe ta tlic wrix.in-î o aii urkit', Scott, and Ilarnes.
Vins Burkitt-upon thme text, w w bic v ave hll
iînder rcview, anid its context-"l Ye canniot drink flic
cap ai the Lord and the cap of devils: Ye c:înnat
partalie of tie table of the Lord, and tlîe table ot
devils,'l otTers flic fallovingi coinnments 1) wù%
of exîlanîitian :-Il Tihat is, ye canixînt bave commit.*
nion ivith Chîîist and itith i<lolters, toa : your continu-
flicatUng w'iti Cihîrist ia tixe Lords' Stîpper is uttcrly
iiCOltsIstenit witl coîninlca.ting- witiî dc'vils in ftic-
idol fcasts, l'or tItis %veto ta dIo liomage ta two con-
trar.y lords, God and Satan, and ta profess service ta
bath." lie then goes on ta say tîmat i Il saicramental
table is lîc descrihcd(,"l and tixat Il it is imnpossible
tîxat thase tîtat 1101( canîînunion %vith sin, andI larlicul-
larly idlitry, cati be waorthy part:îkers at flice Lord's
Table." Scott does nat surpais Blurkitt, in luis exposi-
tion of tîuis portion af' loly wvrit, for neither
of theui.distinguishies betwceei tîxe thimgs %lîiclî diil'er
in semîse in tliesc two adjoining but reinately con-
xxected passages. Vfins Scott in his note on verses 18-

22 ntepts ta explain bath in tixe followitîg words.
Indeed they could not render flic ordixiances of

Christ consistent witlî thtese abominable 'rites (thîcir
sacrifices to devils, f:îllen angels, and nialiinant
douions); and if tlîcy :tîcmpted il, they ivould lpra-
,roke the Lard ta jeahotisy by tItis faiihiarity %'lU'
lis detested rivalq; as if tiîey were 'stran"cer thanm
lle,' and cotild defend themisclves against D~is judg-
ments; even as il ianan tîtougli noL guilty or grass
ndultery, niust excite flic suspicion and indignation
of her ltuisband, if site associated finili.irly witlîftie
mani of wlîoi lie entertaitied a pcuirjaos.

Tie ncarcst aliproacît ta au explanatian af tîte
passage, IlYc cannot drink the cul) af thc Lard and
the cup of devils,"l by itself, is thuat af Darnes ; but
even it is far wide of Uic mark. Ile smys it his note~
on verse 21st, -u Ye cannot drink," &c., Il his <lac
not nean that tliey hîad no physical ability ta do this,
or tlxat, it wvas a uaturai imîîossibility, for they cer-
tainly bad tlicyoiter te do it; but itmIust muen that

ýpthey could -not consistentiy do it .. ..... This
is a striking instance l» which duhe word cannai is
used ta denote îlot naturai but moral inability." lc
thon descAnts upon the customi of drinking toasts at
feasts, as a practice that partakes etili af Uhe nature
of heathenism, and originated in te lieathen Custam
of pouring out or drinking ivine in Imonour of their
gods. "I t was one of the abominations of licathen-
ism,11 continues lie, Ilto, suppose that (beir gods
would be pleased with the intaxicatixg drauglit'" Ail
these commentators atem .nearly agreed as te te

sense which Lhev lt t(Ic t tlîis couaplex passage, ina-
king no distinction bctwccn the two sentexices Nlîich,
WC lielievel rontain two saliarate aîud mtast imipartant
doctrines. 'lIieiir iti-rpre-tt ioi i f(le wvhole passage,
as ttir lis %ve clin discover frant tîxeir nlotes, 15 sinitply
titis .thiat tlie (Xritthiauis coîtld tiont consistenfiy
witlî tlîeir lxrofiession af cliristianity, îuîd witltaxit pro-
vokimig file Lord ta jcaloitsy, bc îxresent, lt, amid par-
take ut' flic Lardse table, andlof' tlic fensts whiclî the
lientheei cclebrax.ed la tîxcir tempîles iii honor af tîteir

'Il'lie Objectiotns whîicli WC bave ta lirgIN agauist tfiin
inîerpretatxiott inîy bc included limder flitc folloiwing
lieitds:

Ist. Tite views of Burhitt, Scott and Barnes, if tlîey
îttYordcd ajust¶înid adeqitate representation of' tlle doe-
trinie colitaîîîed ilu t vht iolelasee ca'nnot
drinik tht'en ail tfIle Lard and tce culp af devils :yo
rafltit, lit l)iriakers ai tltc Lord's tfable anud the' tatbla
ot' dcvils"-wol&l siîaîv tixat tlie iirst division af
thiat piassaige Nwas Qiîîîelifluonis and uliîuee.sstlry ta the

cstîihishin of' a liat doctrine.
211d. Tite nxature of the' lauiguage used by tlic Apostlo

in tlic îba,;àv-" ye cannat dIriîîk-'-", tht' ep or the
Lord an< lt(,c oup out dexils"-does not admit of ils bc-
ilng itîtelligibiy uised iii conjutiction with Ille ter-ma

thte table otf tlic Lord, and tli c table ofdviI.
3rd. 'llie ordinitry itîterpretatian aWaords nu soin-

tion aof the' enigina, tlint liberty was granted by tlle
apaosîle ta fltc Coriintiins to catwmta'e was sold
litfltc qllanili1les (mnarkcet), or preseîited at a ie:ustl

asltineg io questionl ;" but tat no libieriy wis given
liy hum ta drink whatsocver was sold il file matrket,
or jurcscnted at a fcast for tîteir accept:iicc.

lst. 'l'lt' vievrs ai Iiurkitt, Scott and l3aîîîes, if' they
afrorded a just and adequate rcprcsettion airite doc-
trie ontained iii tile wholc paissat.--"ye cannaI
dlrinxk tue cul) aie icLord, and tlic cm1) of devils : ye
cannot, bc partaliers of' tîte Lord's table, and tie table
af deviis"-wouid show flint tlie first division of
tlant passage wiîs sulieriluonus and ulineeessary ta the
estabhlshillent. of that doctrine.

IL lias becît shîowa already timat flic mneaning ai the
expression Il the cul) oi tic Lard" is -1the' 'ine of
bhcssing" or Il fli gqod or unfcrnieited 'iuît' ;" anmd
of tic expr'essiont tlic cxp ai devils, Il fernicnted wvine,
or tue wit, la wîiclt is th,% lirinciple of moral and
phtysical destruction." If tHr, ternis Il tlic culp af tUe
Lord, and tlie cul) af devils," wcrc îîscd by tile ailas-
de ta sigmîiir es.sen1iaully tlic saine wimle, jiassessimg
kindred qhiniities; and thxe only tling iii the drinhkiîg
afi t whic.l lie represemted as objectiomable ivas fle
contingcmicy ai ils bcing drmxmk by a Chtristian coin-
innuicuint nt ti idol feast af idolatets, and ln cain.-
pany with theicin after il, iad been ofl'ered it sacrifice
ta Midus (a ditrerence ai relation not ai kind) ; no
reason can Uc set vhîy titis passage shîouid bave
been introduccd nt ahi imita titis dihlactic discotirse,
for thxen tlic wimc spoken of 'îvOuld have bt'ionged ta
tht' saie, eaiegory as otller articles of driîîk or food
used at tlic Latd's table, or at tlic fcasts ai is, ta
whli no exception Nvas taken on their awn accouint,
and ail addressed by flic mpstle wrould baive been
iulIy aware ai its b'ring anc of tht' tîxings included
under tht' general terni "Ite table ai te Lord" as
itucl as bread, and %% hicît it wvas tlîcrefore lawinl ta
lise eqUally %vlth bread upon ail occasions, except
in the circunistances stated above in connexion with
idol -worship. Tite same reasans exist thoni, accord-
ing ta tbis vicw, why bread (or ftuy otlier indifférent
article) shonld bave been speciiied by the apastie go
weil as winc, in the' passage referrcd ta, or bath omit-
Led; but no notice whbatcver having been taken of
bread by hlm in that passage, neither ouglit any no-


