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garded as a great treat and holiday, and it
is becoming fashionable, beyond, if not
within our borders, for congregations to en-
cournge their faithful pastors to go on fur-
lough, by handing them a purse to meet
their travelling expenses.

Fourthly, ¥ach congregation should con-
sider its capability and grade itsclf, shew-
ing some Iaudable ambition in taking up
its position. Those of moderate size and
means should determine to meet the ex-
penditure of their own representatives.
Unless thisis honestly aimed at by the
largest number, there will be a grand col-

lapsc. Then the weaker congregations

should enter the competition, with an
earnest effort not to become to any great
extent a drag on the fund, and lastly the
stronger congregations must cothe out
strong in the matter and do their part
handsomely.

Lastly, The subjeet. must be considered

at once, and means adopted speedily to vaise
the required funds, There should be no
debt.  There can be no debt allowed. A
debt for a Union Celebration would be a
disgrace to the Church whieh would tole-
rate it.
& Then shall we cast our contributions inte
a common fund? We answer yes. But
Mr. A. replies, My congregation may put
in 850 and the result of a proportionate
dividend may leave me only 825, and my
expenses may be §35. Best so—if you
have a charge which can give $50, you can
spare the expenditure of $10, much better
than Mr. B. whose name is next on the
roll, and whose people can give but $20,
could bear theloss of $15. If you must
grasp your expenses in full, as a first step
in the transaction you go against the recom-
-mendation of Synod and in direct opposi-
tion to the Free Church Susteatation funa,
s0 much lauded in fine speeches to the peo-
ple. Let us practise what we preach,

The preceding suggestions have no fur-
ther weight than their owr reasonableness.
‘We only are responsible for them. No di-
rections have been given by Synod beyond
the following :

* Congregations are requested to mani-
fest special liberality in their collections

for the Synod Fund, next year, as the d;
mands on that fund will necessarily by
greatly increased.” :

o — —
JEDAIAH THE SON OF HARUMAPY,

In the tenth verse of the third chapter
Nehemiah, it is saxd that Jedaiah repaingll
the wall of Jerusalem *“ even over g9l
hishouse.”” ‘The Jews had returned fiy
captivity, and had, after many vexati
hindrances, rebuilt the temple and toa pdR
tial extent the city. But as yet they L
no wall,—had ne. even permission to endl
one,—and were exposed to unfriendly i<
from ncighbors who watehed withajel§d
eye every movement. of the returned ey
Help, however, was at hand.  God prom e
ed Nchemiah to ask permission of the ki
of Persia to join his brethren agJersd <
ahd to give him authority to constraefe
wall avound the exposed city. Libetty
granted, for God can turn the hews
kings in whatever way He pleases.
reaching the city and witnessing ils f
tressful condition, he summoned ther!d
informed them of his object, and bewd
them to aid him to the utmost, Ther
sponse was prompt and unanimous.
one veice they said, “XLet us rise op
build.”” The work, however, was anly
While in some places the wall
necded repairing, in others it had b
built anew. Then, no sooner did the4
1nies of the Jews hear of the intentiond
they manifested determined opposito: §
one time they ridiculed, at anothe g
threatened. But the builders were§
be deterred. Although they wer
pelled to work day and night, witha
in one hand and a trowel in the othy,
thing could induee them to pause, t
the end of fifty-t~ ~ days they saw |
bour crowned witu success. Thes
narrative is exceedingly instructive
ther wo consider the unanimity d|
builders, or their method, or their vigt
or their heartiness, we are remindd
we should work thus to promote &
fare of the Church of which it isseid
Lord hath chosen Zion, He hath J&
for His habitation.”

The conduct of several of the buf!



