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Gospel is slowly sbining in upon the thick
darkncss of tise Frencli Canadian popula-
tion.-Some of tise Presbyteriau congrega-
tiens hlave been visited witit 1evivals du-
ring tise winter. Soine ]lave beon sisdly
disturbed by tise divisivo efflorts of le PIy-
asouti Brethren.>

Withini tise bouinds of our owa Syned
wce have seuin inuei te, warrant us to thank
God and take courage: aetivity every-
wlsere, energy in xnany quarters, rcnsark-
uble revivals in some quartors.

Looking abroad upon tise world-cven
thse civilized and so-ealled Christian werld
-how muchi that is dark and terrible do
we not bclsold! Wars-revoiutions-tur-
mou tieifioiysprsiian.
ject grovelling worldliness, prevail far and
wvide, and showv -%hat yet remains te bo
asvompiislsed in bringing tise world undor
subjectioa. te Christ.

TROUBLE IN CHINA AND JAPAN.
God permiits the enemy to, gather strengtls

and to, wagc long and bitter strife nagaînst
His own kingdom in the world. It iserdi-
narily tlsrough inuch tribulation, after suc-
cessive baptisms of biood, after mueli sow-
ing in tears, that tise Gospel takes root
dovnwardl in tise popular lieart and bears
frutit in tise sight of ail mon in the heiy
lives of Christiaus. For some years past
we have been iii tise habit of speaking of
China and Japan as if ail tisoir anti-Chris-
tian barriers were taken out of tise way,
and .as if tise patis were freely open for tise
entrauce of tho, Gospel. It is truc tisat in
China tise Glospel has muade notable in-
roads : it is truc tisat missienaries and co~-
porteurs have traversed tisat .Empire
throughI ail its vast extrst; but Stihi tise
ceuntry is essentially and overwheimingrly
godless and ]seathenisji. The massaere at
Ticntsin last stiumer was but eûne ofmny
trag'ie incidents that reveal the cruel hiatrcd
of tise people agaiust the Gospel in ail ifs
t'oris. And the iatcst tidings froni China
are that tise Imperial Governinent lins
mnade a demand upon thse foreign Axubas-
sadors that seheols for the eduication Ôf
femalos bc abolishéd; that the teaehing 'te

male silbjeets of tise Empire of ail doc-
trines oppoed to those of Confucius ho
forbidden; that inissionaries bo considcred
Cisinoso subjeots, and thsst -%vomen shall
net be permnitted ncccss te the Empire in
tisa capacity of missionaries. It is aise
notified te, the Ambassaders that the at-
teudance of native womn upon religieus
service is ene of tise occasions for tise
recent massacre e? foreigners; and that
tisougi tîsese events cannot but ho cioplered
by tise Imperial Governuxont, compensa-
tien for their commission is absoiutely
refused.

Thsis looks like a serions inenac against
mission work. If carricd eut, thse ediet
weuld pust an effectual stop) te the evange-
lization of China. It may ho, hiowevcr,
that it is issued nmainly te gratify tise peo-
plo's prejudices, witheut tise intention on
tise part of the Goveiument of making it
effective. Iu aûy event it shows hew
strong anti-Chiristian influences and feel-
ings are, and heov serions tise opposition
whieh the Gospel mnust enceunter.

Japan is more thoreughly walled up
against tbe entrance of tise Gospel of
Christ. Quite recentiy an ediet hns booms
published by thse Government in. the follow-
ing terms:

cc1. The Christian religion> as hereto-
fore, is a strictiy ferbidden cising. 2. Cor-
rupt religioNs are a strietiy forbiddcn
ihing."

A inissiemsary writing on tise subjeet says
thait it is twelve years since Protestant mis-
sienaries have as rived in Japan, and ever
since they have been waiting paticntiy for
the repeai or modification o? the law. ý" It
is a barrier wvhicls must cither be rcraovcd
or greatly medified, lefore the. cause o?
Christ can make mucis progress ils tise
land. In fact it binds our oiwa hsands. WVe
wisls te teacîs thse people to be lawv.abiding
citizens, but tise very faet o? our teaching
the.m Cristianity 1s trying te make thein
Violateýthe laws of their landi. lIt is right
te teacis people te vielate a bad iaw; stili
as tise people have nothing te, do iu the
rnalzing o? the iaws here, it would rçquire
them te risc en niasse. hefere, their opposi-
tion wc6aid induce the ruiers to, medifr a
iaw.3
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