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grenit spirituial awakecning, the reaiezubrance
,o? which is snili frcshi anal fhagrant; in tbe
Clîurch of Goal. In 1844 lie visited Cana-
(la, whec lie spent two ycars. In April
1847 lie 'vas ordaicd as the pioncer Mis-
sionary of the Englisti ].resbyterian Clîurcli
to China. 'rhere hoe labourcal, doing nnost-
ly tbe wvork of a pioncer-laboureal iitli
itupassioncal ardour, tilI deatiî ]îîid hlm low
ou ,iio 4th April, 1868.

Far more precious flhan volumes on the
Ev'idenccs ot Christianity is a Lite like tbat
of William C. 1Buns,-so fuit of Ileaven
and of Christ, so victorjouis over self, so
jubilant in the face of every trial anal diffi-
cuit>', so calai anal happy even in tino iast
confliet. R-is wvboie lite îvas a life of pmayer,
anal his wiîole mnistry a series of boutles
fouglît ot the Mercy seat. Enligh:caed,
naturaily sceptical, rhoroughly honest, lie
had inquireal, searclied, exauîincd into ail
te phases of Chîristianity; hoe cxperinien-
taily souindeal its deptlis and soared te its
hieights, andalho gave biniscif np to it with
a sincere heart, %vith an intelligent and
deliberate conviction that irs clahns ivere
paramount to ail other dlaims. le gave
the best proof of bis convietions bydevoting
ail the days of is life to, the noble and

*peerless mission of making Christ kueun
to dyîng men.

Wbile ive recommenal this N-iemoir se ail
our rendors, we urge its perusal espeeialiy
upon students und youlig rainisters. Lot
us ail ask ourselves, andl ask each other,
why have îve not; more men of tho stamp
of Willianm C. B3urns ?-and lot us pray
tlhat God may sead mauy sncb labourers
into titis part of Bis Vineyard.

lTHE MOST SERIGUS PERIL.
That remarkabie nman, William C. Burns,

used to speak in ls letters o? the benuinbing
influience of continuai contact naît/a Heathen-
îs»?. Missionaries are ln danger of losing
tc keen edge andl ligh donc of practicai

godliaess îvhile dweiling la a land in v<hich
ail the usuai mens and incentîves of theo
-spirituai lite are in so great a nsurO
withdrawn. Ronace the unwlsaomn of lora-
ting one 6olitary missionary. on a heatheu

Island. WVe are persua(lc( that; this sbould
flot bc donc1 excçpt in vcry peculiar circumi-
stances. Dr. Islay Burns says, IlWo are
apt to regard the Christian Missionary as>
by the very net of bils conseration to so
sublime a cnlling, at onco raised to s0 sub.
lime a region of faith ani fervour far ahove
us, in %vhieh ail the ordinary périls to the
lite of the soul are unknowvn. The idea of
a camnai, formai, perfunctory, uiispiritual,
and common-piace missionary seems to us
aimost a contradiction in terms. We think
naturaiiy of thoso brave athietes of the
Cross very nuch as ordiuary Christiaus in
early days ilsouglit of the asctie recluses
of the desert, as men by tino very nature of
their cailing proecminentiy devoted in hart
to Goal, andl almost as a matter o? course
andl ipsofaclo full of faith and of tino Holy
Ghost.» No i»istake eau be more grievous.
The whoie history of missionary life ami
labour abundantly shows how possible it is
to loseothe lite of faicli even Nvhile sccking
the propagation of the faith ;to leave bouse
anal home anal k-idred for Christ's sake aLd
the Gospel's, and yet in a hecathea land to
breathe littie either of the love of Christ or
the -race of the Gospel. Most of us have
littie thought how liard it must; ho for a
missionary to inaintain the life of practical
godiiness in the very air and element of
fleathenism, without a Sabbath, withot
communion with Christians, without a
Christian face to look into or a Christian
hanal to grasp ; with an utter disbelief ia
Christ anal ail the truths of tbe B3ible, look-
ing out fromn the cyes o? ail arounal him,-
with aotbing loft to fecal tino muer springs
of the soul but bis ]3iblei his closes (if in-
deed lie eau commandl a dloser) and bis
Goal. The brightcst lamp wiil hurn dira
if kept too long in an impure and rarified
atmosphere. It is only by miracle that the
chilalmea of Ismaci ean thrive on the pulse
and çvater -of l3abylon. Thé palra-tree of
the desert Ilknowetb not wvhen heat
conieth,»' but it is because its moots are
çvatered by bialden springs far under-
,round." What a fearful ordeai it must
ho for our missionaries to spend month
aftermnuh and ycar after year in constant
,contact witb tihe degaded Heatheaism of
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