
9 7wgs to bc obserrel in CanaJa,

receive (lue credit for thecir suiccessfiul efforts. A fvw mcan highly

gifted aidf widelv travel!ed, or thorouglhly conversant ivith ail ther

details of spevial subjccts, are coasulting naturalists, and tic re-

ducers into a more general and scienti{ic forîin of the t'acts obtaincd

from raany quartei s ; but StI the great IIaaJority of aaturalists,
and arncng tîtein imanv of thje inost estimable and useful, arc vvry

liinilc(l in their field of actual observation.
W'c have several sucb inca la Montreal, as Y-eil as a few of

soinewliat miore extended reptation ; and tliere arc no (loubt a
nuiber of yoîîng persons wvlo iaiglit bc induccd te, devote soiiie

portion of tlieir lcistire to such studies, did tliey know of~ a profit-

able field of enquiry. To sudli I have no doubt tlîat the topics of
this lecture will be of interest.

Good works of art are rare and costly, good works of nature are

scaitere(l broadcast arotind our dlîily paths ; aii( arc negleeted
oîîl becauise ilîcir familiarity preveals us froni observiag their
surpassiag beautv and iîîterest. Nor arc ail of tîtese objects

known even to naturalists. There are, more esiîecially lu these

newv coîintr-icg, scarcely anly objects thîaï bave been thoroughîly in-
vestigated, aiid tliere are va;t; nuibers tîmat arc quite uîîknown to,
science. 1 calinot lu the space of one lecture p)oint to even thme
grea ter îîunaber of these objects,-îîoi is it p)ossible to conjecture
the results whlîih xay attcend inquirica prosecuted lu new direc-
tionis. It îaay, lîowever, be possible to direct your attention tc,
sone leading dcpartmients of the great field of nature, that deserve
your attention.

Let us lîlquire lu the first place for the most prornising local
fields of îAnquiry la the doînain of zoology.

To begin with the lower memnbers of thme animal kingdoia, 1
ain not awvare tlîat anytlîing lis been done witlî our spongilloe or
fresh-water sponges. Suclb orgyanisîns nmust cxist iii our lakes and
streams, and tliougli very loiv and simple lu tîmeir structure, mucli
interest attaches to thieir growtli, nutrition an(l rep)roduction,
Tlîey are soi t gelatinous structures, with an internai skelcton of
siliclous spicula, greenishlinl colour, and reseînbling somne of thte
freali water algoe wvlichli ve witb tiîem. Dr. Bowerbank of Lon-
don is prepariag a monograph of the sponges, and informas me
tliat hie will be glad to receive specimetîs froin our waters. Ilere
then is an opening for a young naturalist. I quote the following
froin Dr. Bowerbank's printed circular, and shahi be glad to receive
and forward specimens:


