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haaing donc lis whole duty, Happy, indced, mnust lic hc wlo,
whcn lie lias lain dovn tic mnallet ind chisel, can conscicntiously say
of his life work, wçll donc.
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To our brother practitioncrs wc slould be rcspcctful wlhcn
ree)Cct is possible (therc arc timcs w'hcn it is notl. Wc should be
charitable in our criticisns aud gcncrous in our praises of hin who
dcscrvcs tihim.

To say a kind word ù< à ncighbor dcntist docs not injure us.
aind it iay liclp him, Indccd, I believe to sevcrcly criticise the
work of a former dentist to a patient docs us more hari than the
one so criticiscd.

Old Dr. Dixon, of Philadelphia, once told a story wlich niccly
illustrates this point. lIc said a lady prescntcd hersclf to have her
tecth cxamincd, and aftcr having lookcd thcm over carcfully hc
said to lier, "The inan -who did that work for you didn't undcr-
sitand lis business?4' $h turned to himu' in some surprise and said,
nPerhaps not, doctor, but you did it yoursclf." The only rcply lic
could makc, and it was no doubt truc, was, " Wcll I can do bettcr
flian that niow." It taught limî a lesson in charity towards others
which lic nevcr forgot. It was work donc in his early practice
before lie had acquircd imiuch skill or cxpericncc. Wc must all,
1 think, look back upon our first work with a good deal of
humiliation. So wC should bc espccially charitable toward the
young practitioner; try to hclp him up, not push him down. Look
upon him as a compatriot, not as a compctitor.

To our professional brothcrs we owe much. Vcry little that
any of us do is original with ourselves, and it is our duty to add as
much as wC cai to the common stock of helps. Most of you, i
have no doubt, have sonc little dcvice, method, or trick of your
own vlwhich lias hclpcd you over somc difficulty and might be of
benefit to others if prcscnted hicre at our mcetings, and yet wlcn
askcd, fev of you have anything to present. We should all bc as
anxious to give as to reccive and thus add grcatly to the interest
of our ncetings. Every mcmber of cvery dental society should be
on the alert to sec what le could bring to the next mecting that
would hclp some one. Whîat lias lelped him w*ill be vcry likely
to help some onc else. It is this kind of intercourse that is the
soul of progress.

It is also important to be conscientious with ourselves. Whcn
we have completcd a splendid operation, we should be properly
compensated for it ; it is our due and we should have courage to
demand compensation commensurate with our skill, when the
patient is able to meet it, and not be influenced by what others
get for an infcrior piece of work.
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