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Fattening Towis.

.

‘The French method of fattemng fowls by cramunng
is to provido sparred coops in which cach fowl has
ite own compartment. The coop is a long nurrow
box in whito wood, set on legs one foot and a half
Ingh; the outer walls and partitions are close
boarded, and the bottom only 18 made with rounded
spars one inch and a half in diameter, runmng length-
ways of the coop, on which the fouls perch, ther
duny falling hetween the bars.  The top consists of
a shding door, nearly as wide as the compartment,
by which the chickens are taken mn and out. The
partitions are cight inchies apart, o that the fowl
cannot turn stself round. The length of cach box
may be regulated by circumstances, care vewng taken
that the attendant has room to pass i long and tomit
down ; and furthermore, that cocks, apons, and

ullets, or the lean and thoe fat lots, be not mrxed up
ndiscrsmnately I fowls of different gexes are1n
close proxnmty, though nothing beyond voeal rela-
tions Do cstablished between them, the fattemug
pracess will be delayed, or again, fowls of different
degrees of fatness should nol mhalnt the same box,
beeauso their retions will difier, and the new comers
will istarb the old scttlers by their noise.  Young
cocka will futten, though not so readily as capons
ther flesh is siancwhiat inferior an delieacy to that of
wapuns, and yoo mote su to that of pullete, The
floor below the boxes i3 covered wath ashes or dry
carth W wateh the droppangs, which are removed
every two days with o seraper  The duny 18 equal
amvalae Lo guane, wnd shvuld be preserved from
waste aad mosturc an old casks.  The best food for
fattening fuwls 53 Luchwhuat 1aeal * bolted”’ quate
fine,  Thes is keeadad wp vath sweet nadk tillat gets
the consistiucy of bahers' dough ; 1t g then cue up
:nto tations about the size of two egge, which are
made up into *“rolls about the thickoess of & wo-
man’s finger, Lub varymg with the stevs of the fowls;
these are cubiivided by o sloping cut into ' patons
{pcdicts) two and o half inches leng. .\ board s
ased for mixing the floar with the “m..h, whichin
winter should he Jukevarmm  To is poured into o
Lole raade in the hivag of v, and 1msed up hittle
by little wath .. wouden: sposee so lung asitis taken
wp 3 the dvaglias then kneaded by the hands bill 2t
.0 Jonger adliorcs to tham, Mome say that barley or
even oatmedd i o poed substitute for buckwheat
meal, Lal "L F ot of that vpiaon, Ine
dlan conn, e wiaie vty may du, Bt st wakes
ahort paste, wuless tuxcd with buchwhicat, wien
itansworswlbadoap anough. The toolas thus
cdmineterad s The attendant puts onan apron
ahich widl stand bung saded or tomny and talies tie
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pellets on 2 bourd with o Lol of dear water, Shc

tekes the first fuw] frow ats cage gently and care
{ully, not by the wings or the legs, hut by hoth
Dands under the breast.  She then geats herself with
the fowl npon her knces, putting its rump under her
left arm, by which shc mppoﬁs it, the It haud
then opens its mouth, (a little practice make this
very casy) and the right hand takesup a pellet, soaks
well in the water (this 13 cssential), shakes it on
i3 way 9 the open meuth, puts 1t straight down,
and carcfully vrams it wath the forefinger well into
tho gullet  Whan it 1. ¢y far scttled down that the
fowleannet ¢jack it, shic pocsses 1t down gantly with
thumb and farefinger into the crop, taking care not
to fracture t.o psj!ct. fur 11 some scm{)s of 1t re-
mained in thejgallet they might canse intlammation.
Other pellets follow the first, till the feeding is fin-
1shed in less time than one wonld imagine 1t some-
times happen s, particularly in the carly stage of iat-
ting, that the trach Wl .rtery is compressed toge-
ther with the j et th nakes the creature congly,
but isnob of .ny ser.ous consequence, and with a
little expericns ol pe-lap is casily avoided.  The
fowl when fud is azein held with both hands under
its breast, anl repliced inats cage without fluttering
it, and 30 wit with «ech fonl. “The chicken should
have two nicals in twenty-four hours, twelve hours
apart, proviled w.l the vtmost punctuality s if 1b
has to wait, it becenies uneasy, af fed too soon 1t has
an indigestion, and in cither cases, loses weight Un
the firgé (!a{ of cramming only two or three pellets
are given ab cach meal, the allowance is dulyn-
ereased by one at & tune till it reaches twelve to nf-
teen pelleta.  The stomach may be filled, but at each
meal yon must make sure that thelastisduly digested,
which iy easily ascertancd Ly gently handling the
crop.  If there he any dough m 1t, digestion has not
1xione on properly ; the fowl imust miss ameal, and
ave rather o smaller allowance next time, if too
much fool be forced yvpon the animal at first it will
seb out of health and have to be set at liberty. The
atting procces anghit to e complete in two cr threo
weeks, Tuvb for “evtin fat poulfry iwenty five or
twenty.«ix days ave required; with goold manage-

ment you may go on for thirty days, after which the
creature becomes choked with accumulated fat,
wastes away and dies.

When a fowl is to bekilled, it should first be fasted
for twelve or fifteen hours, and then held _carefully
(not luny up by the heels, which would suffocate it},
the mouth oprued and cither the under side of the
tougue cut with sharp ecissors, ar the nointed blade
of o Inifo thrust into the palato till it pierces the
brain ; or thindly, o few feathers may be plucked
from the left side of the head near the car, and agood
incision made at the spot. In any caze it must be
fastened up by the heels immediately afterwards,
that it may bleed freely, for on thisibe whitencss
of the flesh depends, but during the death struggle
Irt it be held by the head. 'The chicken ig then
Landaged till cold to mould its form; andif the
weather is warm it is plunged for n moment into
very cold water  ‘The fat of fowls su managed is of
a delicate white o dor, thdg‘ {lesh is &g it were geen
transparent beneath a delicate skin.  An average
fowl takes about one and onc-tenth of .. pock of
buckwheat to fatten it

The Kiog of Oude’s Ylyg Pigeons.

A correspondent i the Journul of Horticulture,
wiites: “Il)g will be known to most of your readers,
tbat after the Indian Mutiny of 1857, the King of
Ounde was removed by tho Government to Culeutta,
where he stall remains  state prisoner. Heisallowed
a hiberal pension which he spends on a well kept
menagerie and o host of human parasites from s
former dominions. Inone part of the grounds 18 a
small mosquc-shn%ed building, surmounted by a
guded dome, the dpartments of which are floored
with werble fn wlaid designs, and hung round_with
pretty cages containing hcautiful colored Lirds. Inthe
centye room of the building the Sloor was hollowed
vt to contamn water, in which therewere a small
number of amall gold, mlver and otherfish, all so tame
asto cat fromthehand, In fro.t of the bu:kling1s an
oblong marble tank, measuring, as farasIcan re-
member, 2bout forty by a hundred fect, containing o
great assortment ot aquatic birde, many of them
of great ranty, and brought from great chse
tances. Not far from the taek is o place devoted to
the larger feline animals—a lion, tigers, leopards
(spotted aud black), hyenas, &e. I noticed three
jackals, oneof the usual color, & tecond pure wlute
with red eyes, amda thrd a melanond jes black.  For
oy freak of nature of s kind the king will pay a
gool pricc. A cat fancier would hiave been delighted
with the assortment of Persign and Affghan cate.
The usual color of those brought down by?hc Cabul
[nut-sullers, every cokl weather, 18 pure wlate,
Lut 1w }mw black and tertoiseshell, “ung of great
size and length of hair. Among the parrots, of
which there ig asplendic collection, especially of Aus-
trahian. Bornean, and Sumetrnan kinds, I saw two
Albinus of the sdmrmon ring-tie:ked Bengal Parro-
quet.  Theywere of the most lovely canary yellow,
with rul eyes.

T mustnow come to the pigeons.  His Majesty’s
faney pigeons are kept in some of his Dest houses,
the lofty scrandahs of which are caclosed by wire
netting. ‘They were not én _view, 80 I cannogt des-
cribe them. Me has recently acquired a good many
Luropean varieties, and his taste for them lies chiefly
in Punts and Jacobing, both kinds heing entirely
difftrent from anything to be found in India. He had
some very fair Jacobins, which were shown in cages on
tables laid along some of the garden walks, They
came from France ; and besides having birds of the
colors and markings known ‘here, I szw very good
Blue and Blaclk selt-colored ones. - Bald-pated ones
with feathered legs, and one pair of TReds’ {with
feathered legs and a Trumpeters moustache of roso
above the beak., This pair was very good in hood
and chain. I must now come to the flyers, of which,
I dare gay, the king has four of the largest tramed
flocks inthe world, Each flock coutains about a
thousand birds, and is _kc‘)t in a separate house, atcn
distance of 200 to 300 yards from cach other. 1 have
no doubt these irds, which I shall endeavor tode.
senibe, have been: bred for generations for flying.
The fust thing whicu-strikes a fancier about them is
the wonderful hardness and_close lying appearance
of their feathers, and the bold upstanding look of the
birds. In tins respect theres o great deal of the
character of the highly.bred carmer about them ;
but they differ in the head and beak, which is_some-
thing like that of an ~+2hangel, being long and thin,
And'with reference to . Archangel, as 17 have seen
it stated somewhere, that 1t orxginntcd m Germany,
where it 39 still called the Bullfinch, X may correct
this opinion by saying that it is well kuownt in Indis,

having been bred there for generations, and I believe
many more of the German toys eriginatedin {hesnme

country, where n great many wonderfully feathered
birds are pred. But to return to theflyer. In color
it is invariably pied, and almost always the head and
neck as far down ag & Nun are colored, the other
picces of color heing dispersed without regularity over
thobody. 'The céor i7 never in mottles, hut in
splashes, and the cyeis orange. Of theso birds, the
king has, as I said, four great_{lights, one cach of
Blue, Black, Rt and Ye'flow Tieds. Tor beauty of
color--a deep metallic shining black, clear blue, rich
mahogany red, andbright yellow—they are worth go-
ing far tosce, Attached tocachilightthereisakeeper,
whose Quty it is to feed and fly them ; and for the
latter purpose he keeps beside him a jar of some
small sceds, of which the birds are extremely fond,
and & long bawnboo with asmall red flag attached to
it. Throwing o small quantity of the seed on the
ground, and ut the same time uttering o peeuliar
call, the keeper of the flight, I watched, brought his
birds ont of the house in a hieap, and ina few peconds
the seed was gone, when he began to drive them on o
large vrooden rack, shaped like a greem-house rack
for flosrerpotsstanding on, whicl stood near the hiouse,
They cvidently understood him, forina short time
they all rose from the ground and settled tho rack,
which, though by no meanssmall, wasso crowded with
birde, that there secemed no roomn for one more.

of o sudden, placing his first and second ‘fingers in
his motth, tlln)o keeper gave a shrill whistle, and at
the same time waving his flag, the great flight rose
intheair, They neither flew very high, unor very
far away, but they kept togetherin a compact mass
with scarcely a straggler, so that cach time they
passed over the houso they cast = great shadow on
the ground, and the noise of their many wings was
like music to my pigeon-fancier's cars. At the
time I saw them flying, the otber three flocks wero
going (hrough the same perfoermance, to the amuse.
ment, I dare say, of some of the other visitors, and
morc than once the flock I was watching mingled
with another in their flight, and separated again,
They were evidently lazy, being well fed and ready
to come down whenwanted ; but thekeeper had them.
well under comnmand, and by the motions of his fia
kept them goingas Jongas he liked. At length Iasked
him to bLring them down, which he did by lowering
his flag and throwing =~ small quantity of the
small seed on the ground, uttering his peculiar call as
he did so. They scemed to stop instantancously in
theiz flight, and with & rush “like dovesto their
windows, ” the whole mass settled at my fect, mov-
ing the air with the fluttering of their many wings.
As s00n a3 they were on the ground, 1 noticed tho
man dart at and soon cateh up one, which he shook.
and tossed up. It was a Yellow one which had got
into the Blue flock as they mingled in their flight,
and 1 dare say, » young one not yet cducated.”

Black Russian Fowls,

"T'hus rare breed has a rather cbscure history. Their
first introduction into Ameriea seems to have heen
at two periods, that of earliest dato being into New
Orleans, whence they spread northward asfar as
Towa, and the latter importation beinginto Con.
necticut about 1850, by Capt. F.ellogg, of Mystic.
Lately another lot has been imported mto Ledyard.
Mr. KeHOﬁgs importation is still represented by o
few individualgin the vicinity of Mystic; and Mr.
V. H. Brackett of Boston, shovwed specimens from
the same at the Mazsachusetts Poultry Aseoc ation
Trir lust February, and took a prize.

They are black, with & vivid glossy green, although
the cocks were originally red on the neck-hackle, but
this appears to havo been bred oat.  The bottom of
the feotis yellow, and sometimes the dark legs are
nearly of the same color. They have rose combs, less
acceptably single, and bothsexesare heavily muffled.
The flesh " is yelow.  They arc roundand compact
in form, and not badly shaped, Cocks will, late in
the fall, reach seven pounds ; ten pounds has heen
reported ; pullets about five. ~ They appear to have
useiul cconomical qualities, prodigious reports having
been made of their laying qualities, cases being re«
ported where 200 cggs per year were produced. Dro-
ngly such a high rate, if correet, wasthe result of
recent importation, which seems to often actas a
stimulus,

The cgg is rather small.  Thon flesh is xedllont.
They make good sitters.and. wothers, and the chich-
ens are hardy, and mature carly.

It isreported that a cross between a cock of this
gpeeics and a light Brabama hen produced pullets
laying at four and a half months of jage.

"There can beno doubt that this race will prove,
to be n very valuable addition to existing ones, ea-

recially if otherimportatiors are made to infuse fresh
{:!ood.—Pozd.'ry World,




