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EARTH WINTERING.

So
METHING APTER THE FASHION OF THE
MCFADDEN SYSTEM.

PROBABLY incited to it by the
‘reading of the articles printed in
~ the BEE JoURNAL as coming from
the ADax_uel McFadden, away ‘up near
the fctic regions, Wm. Raitt, one of
cidefidltors of the Record, (British), de-

to bury a couple of colonies of
l;iigs b3§ an experiment, and in the last
l'e;‘p‘ er of that journal he portrays, in
meh?t?le style, the result of his experi-

Neither earth nor cellar wintering are,. we
" new things in this country, and they are
%“:t common in America, Russia and other
Ties having more severe winters than ours,

thay in venturing on experiments in this di-
e::m we did not mean 1o have it suppossd we
3:fler something new ; we only resolved to
“UsCitate ideas that have somehow slumbered,

~ ' 2 view to testing whether there might not
*OMmething in tkem suited to our modern sys-

e 11'1 referring to our proposals, a leading
'ihestlip In the British Bee Journal seemed to
.00 \whether the system of underground.
,er‘t‘“g might not be too much trouble. The
‘bl: 9pposite was our idea. We hoped to be
nect:; do away with much of the trouble con-
Yau, With preparing our bees for winter. Should
MQ:C“@ we argued that it would be very much
out of to carry our compact little hives into and
Ofthe cellar than to pack them on their
~her stands, and do all the watching of en-
Mlno s 84C,, necessary during the alternations
0. W and sunshine we are generally subject
N inr e lunhe.r expected to prolong the lives of
Qieoffe Proportion of bees that would otherwise
;38 the result of these recurring changes,
fron““ ring our stocks out in spring nearly as
Aug ‘g'e 3';‘ when we put them in in early winter.
of A Dad before us the oft-repeated assurance
* Americay bee-keepers that such was actunally
in successtul cellar wintering. In the
. AN Beg JournaL for March 7th, for in-
%h:.:D A. Jones assures us that in one of his
dig’, . /2%t examined, containing 125 colonies,be

Q‘.\!}Am

oy t::t find more than two quarts of dead bees |

%ﬂ%r. which means but a few bees to each
‘"’“&m True, in another casé, an experiment in
2o, ¥ with a high ‘temperatare approiching
Byp' ol two pailsfal to as many colonies,-
%‘Wﬁ this i & small 1dss ‘compared with our
"W hag in ®open wintéring. “Then ilso
; the not inconsiderable saving in stores

before us and the expectation that in an even
cool temperature, there would be little or no une
timely breeding, thus giving us in spring stocks
whose queen and bees are both in prime condition
for doing rapid up-building. In this we bad
every sort of reliable evidence from American
writers, and from the fact so patent in their re.
ports that they were so0 soon able to get their
bees ready for the honey harvest. .

So far our experiments, crude as they have
been, have verified our anticipations. We buried
two stocks in a “pit”’ on November 23rd, and ex-
humed them on March 3oth, Both had wintered
safely, the one having decreased only fivejpounds

1 in 18 weeks, the other eight pounds. The for.

mer, a skep, had not lost over halt a teacupful
of bees ; the other, a frame hive, had lost prob-
ably three times that quantity, and was in rather
a soifled condition for reasons quite patent.
Neither had any sealed brood, the frame hive
only showing a few eggs the next day.

We had intended to open the pit at the end of
sixteen weeks, but as we formerly observed we
were then suffering from the severest snow storm.
of the season, and even on the 3oth it was still
wintry weather. Our impatience, however, com.
bined with the prospect of a good -day follo wing
led us to rather premature action. For it turned
out that the next day, while sunny, was vet bit-
terly cold from a north-westerly wind, and a
good many bees from the soiled stock flew and
were beaten down. We intensified this trouble
from our anxiety to join this unlocated stock to
a gueenless one, we did not well know how
otherwise to save. The other stock in the
skep behaved beautifully, the bees flying strongly
from the first.

The following were the conditions under which
the hives were wintered : Happening upon an:
old packing case large enough to contain both,
we sunk it about a foot into the earth, spread an
inch or so of moss litter on its bottom for dry-
ness, divided it into two. by 'a close-fitting box
lid lying bandy, put in the hives after weighing
and taking notes, covered the case first with-
pieces of board, then a little straw and a few

‘short branches, and lastly shovelied the excava-

ted soil and some litter over s, finishing with a
coating of s0ds to throw ' off rain and keep - the
fowls from scraping off the covering. e

No warm coverings were put on the hives only’
the usual summef quilt and an extra bit of sack-
ing. Thus each hive wintéred in an air chamber

Mully double fts' dimensions.  Oné differedics,

however, there was, slight bt important. ~'Be.

fore covering ‘all up, we noticed oni the' side
where the skep lay, a Brokes part of the box;

through which ome might pat a hand, This



