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‘around them.

. --nah' near Jerusalem.
 known: of this Jeremiah.

.| ~LESSON XIL—DEC.18:% -
- The - Captnvnty Of . Judah

-Jerémiah lii.,, '1-11.- Memory verses 9-11

.Read: 11, Klngs xxv. and Jer. viil,

l‘lome Readmgs. N

M IL - Kings xxiv., 1-20 ——Zedeklah’s evil
. re .
T. Jer.- viii 1-22 No mam repented bhim

.of his wrckedness Yo

| W. Ezek. xii, 1-28—Fzeklel foretells the cap-

tivity.
1-30. —-‘So Juda.h wa.s w.r-

.ried away.’

~ F. Jer. lii, 1-11.—The captibity of Juda,p
S. Matt. xi., 20-30.—Woes denounced for un-"-

. belief, :
S. Heb. xn, 1-20.—'See that ye ‘refuse not
- him that speaketh... -

Golden Text

‘Ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye.

shall search for me with all your heart.)—
Jer. xxix., 13.
Lesson Story

We come now to the story of the last kmg
of Judah. We have studitd the lives of

“nineteen kings of Judah, descendants of

David,—Asa, Hezekiah and Josiah stand out

~as types. of godly rulers, while Jehoram,

Athaliah and Ahaz are among the worst. The
good- kings made great reformations among
the people, but the, bad kings taught the

-Jews to do- worse even than the heathen |
The weak characters among -
‘the kings were easily led. astray, because
_they .did not seek strength from Jehovah.

_Zedekiah, brother of Jehoiakim, son of

) .Tosxah was twenty-one years old when he
‘began to reign, ‘and he reigned eleven years

- in"Jeruealém.. Zedekiah pleased himself and
o did’evil in.God’s sight.” God had sent many
warnings. to his .people to.turn to him and .
- .serye; hlm only. . But they, ‘would. not. listen -~
to his plophets and despls.ed lus threats. For
‘three: hundred and.fifty years he gave them

" opportumty to repent, and the few who did
.80 were ‘the remnant’ whose safety and ul-

timate plospenty were promlsecl (Isa. xi.,
11; Bzek. xxxvii.,, 21-28). But to those who
mocked at Jehovah and served abominable
idols. of their own making, punishment had
to come. (Deut. xxviii., 15, 25, 36, 37.)
Zedekiah foolishly rebelled against Nebu-
chadnezzar, king of Babylon,who had already
invaded Judah a number of times and had
made Zedekiah a vassal king only, over the
land. God had allowed- Nebuchadnezza.r to
carry away kings and leaders of the peoplé
(II. "Kings xxiv., 11-17), thus giving those
who were left’ Warmng.and time to repent.
But they would not. So in the ninth year of
Zedekiah's reign Nebuchadnezzar came with-
ar immense army against Jerusalem. But
the city was stroungly fortified and the siege
lasted eighteen months. Inside Jerusalem the
people -suffered indeseribable torture with
famine as there was no way of obtaining
good supplies from outside. One night the
men, knowing that they could live there no

longer without food, opened the gate of the.

king’s garden and sought to escape. But
the Chaldeans pursued them, captured ihe
faithless Zedekiah and brought him to Neb-
uchadnezzar, who, after having hi= sons slain

‘before his eyes, blinded hifn and cast him
. into prisons

After this Nebuchadnezzar sent
and burned up the temple and destroyed.the
city of Jerusalem and took most of the peo-

_ple captive, leaving .only enough peasants

to till the ground and dress the vines. .
Thus- did Jehovah punish his people for

their prolonged. and aggravated disobedi®

The Lamentations of Jeremiah refer
The pro-

ence.
to the,destruction of Jerusalem.

phecles of Ezckiel also belong to this period,
: 'l‘hese shonld be thou«htfully St.ldlC(l

Lesson Hints.

“*Zedekiah’—son of king Josiah and Hamu-
tal. Jehoahaz and Jehoiakim, his brothers,
had reigned before him. . .

‘Hamutal’—daughter of Jercmiah of be-
"Nothing: tarl.her 1e

‘Tvil'—a man of weak character. No man
need ‘be weak if-he will seek the strength of
Jehovah. Obedience to God brings strength.

“The anger of the Lord'—the Lord is. mer-

ciful and gracious, slow to anger.and plent- -

eous in merey, because he is mereiful he is

: slow to’ punish but because he is" just he’ is’
- gure’to punish’ those who, will . .not repent

ot 'From his plesence '—from the plaee where
=“jthe ‘glory of God was’ ma,nitested in the tem-

ple-'(Psa. . xxvi., 4), fmm the land

8 ; xxvn
of promise.. :

‘Zedekiah rebelled’ a,gmst the kmg of Baby- -
- Jon'—to; whom ‘he was a tributary.and by

- whom- he. had been set upon-the throne..
" had sworn: allegiance to Nebuchadnezzar and

He

_ breaking thisioath was the final act of:faith-
lessness, . He who keeps not faith with God
cannot keep faith with man.

- “The. tenth month—the end of December,
B C. 588, or Janua.ry, 587.

‘Nehuchadnezza.r —a, great" Assynan con-
queror and ruler. It is said that mne-tenths
of the bricks found m Babylcn are stamped
with his name. -

_ ‘Besieged—the enemy. settled down outside
the walls ‘and daily atlacked the city with
their huge’ ‘battering-rams ‘and other imple-
ments” of warfare. Houses inside the city

taken to make the wall stronger. . .
_‘Chaldeans’—Neliuchadnezzar’'s* army was

made up of flerce waarrmrs ‘from his tributary .

<a.nd allied nations.
~‘Riblah’—a. city, about two hundred mllee
north of Jelusalem
Questlons. »

: 1 ‘What relation was Zedeklah to the for-

~mer king ? -

" 2. What was the chmacter of Zedekiah ?
3. Who destroyed Jerusalem and took Zed-

" ekiah captive ?

4. Why did God allow Jerusalem to be
destroyed ?

5. Where was chekmh taken ?

6. How .can we find God ?.

Suggested Hymmns.
‘He is able to deliver thee,’ ‘Only a step to

‘my Lord to thee I cry,’ ‘Out of my bondage,’
‘Ho, every one that is thirsty in spirit,
‘Jesus saves.’

Pract:cal ‘Points.
A. H. CAMERON. -

<Zedekiah‘wastle son of Josiah. He walk-

gid evil like his wicked brother “Verse: 1,

‘Sin wlll never g0 unpumshed Verse 3.

Jehovah often used.the heqthen nations to
chastise his chosen people. Verses 4, 5.

Zedekiah’s cowardly attempt to escape was
foiled. With God '\gamst him he became™an
easy.prey to his enemies. Verses 6-8.

Zedekiah’s lot was hard because he chose
the way of trangressors, not realizing-that -

the. end thexeot was dca.th . Vexses 9-11.
Prov. xvi., .
Twerton, Ont R ,

Lesson lllustrated

Sin is a downward road always from the
moment we enfer upon it. Not always: though
can we see sé clearly thie rapid descent as in
this lesson. We hegin with Zedekiah upon

" Wust sin 0Ip FoR
KinGg ZEDEKIAR AND 1§ PEORLE
Jupan

.

the throne of Judah, we end with him a blind
prisoner in the dungeons of Babylon.

‘They fall farthest who have farthest to
fall’ is an old saying, and it is always easier
to fall than to rise, to g0 down than climb
up. .Every added. sin gives grea.tex 1mpetus
on the downward course. It is edsier to
sin next time. But down, always down, till
we grasp the hand of Christ and with lnm
start on the upward way again.

Christian Endeavor Topics.

Dec. 18.—How to enJoy our rellglon——Nc.b
viii., 8-12; L Pet, iv,, 7- 12, 13 :

Sy

were brol\en down that the stone might be-

Jesus,” “Weeping - will  not save me,’ ‘Jesus,~

’ _ ate and stir,
The capt1v1ty of Judah. Jeremnah 1ii., 1-11. .

-ed ‘mot in:ile -ways <of ‘his. good father, but  .°

- ence.
ter, to divide our scholars into classes as we’

uent and ’l‘eacher !

: Why is. lt a.nd how.
of memomzmg scuptu

story-of the home abundantly attest: - ‘Per-
haps it is due to the excessive memorizing
that prevailed in the time of -Robert Raikes,

whep . the- competltlon ‘throughout Dnglanﬂ' :
.and on the: Continent in the matter of mem-

orizing scripture. texts led to the er ammiug
of hundreds of texts into the brains of little
children, and in the main to no good pur~
pose,. but resulting in harm to the. child. But
to whatever the lO:S of the, ha.blt ot seripture
memoru.mg be due, it ought to be ‘resumed.
It is not necesszuy to go to any. e\t.leme in’
this matter;: ‘but it ought.not to. be difficult
for the chnd to acquire say: ﬁve verses a day,
or fifteen or twenty bible verses, or a hymn
or two. a week. Trea.:ured in the msemory,
these selections bécome’ a personal POSSess-
sien of inestimable worth, -

In this relation it may be prcﬁtable to re-

= call the testimony- of one of the wisest and . .

gxeatest ‘of men, " Mr. Gladstone. ‘Who
doubts,” he asks, ‘thet times without number,

particular poltions of scripture “find their

way to the human soul, as if embassies from

on high, each with 1ts ‘own commission of

comfort, of gulcla.uce ‘or of wa,rmng” And
he adds: ‘What crisis, what trouble, what per-
plexity has failed, or can fail, to. dmw from
this lndescnha:ble treasure—hou:e its proper
supply ? What profession, what position
is not daily and hourly enriched by theso
words which repetition never weakens;
which carry with them now, as in the days
of their first utterance, the freshness of youth
and immortality? When the solitary student

 opens all his heart to drink them in, they

will reward his toil. = And .in forms yet
more hidden and withdrawn, in the retire-
ment of the chamber, in the stillness. of the
night season, upon the. bed.of sickness, and

' in the face of death,.the bible will be there,

its several words how oft winged with thelr

'_ several and specla.l messages to heal and to

soothe, to uplift and to uphold, to “invigor-
Nay, more, perhaps, than this;
amid the crowds of the court or the forum,
or .the streets or the marketplace, where
every thought of every soul seems to be set
“iipon the excitement of ambition, or of busi-

.mess, .or. of’ pleasure there,” too, even there,

-the ‘still small voice of the holy ‘bible will be
heard,-and the soul, aided by some blessed
word, may. find wings likg a dove, may flee
away and be at rest’ How is it in your
home?—‘American. J?a-per .

Pray For Your Scholars,

I cannot close without saying, finally, that
no teacher can expect the bléssing of God
upon his labors unless he prays daily for
each member of his class personally. Where
classes are large I know. the: petition must
be brief; but, at least, we should daily call
the roll of our scholars in our Father’s pres-
It is one help, certainly, in this mat-

pmy—-thmse who are .Christians and those
who are not.. Then, by arranging them
alphabetically in our - m.mds, the number
will - be no serious obstacle in our prayers.
The power of prayer iz not a question for
our discussion; we all believe in it. We
can never, teash successfully if we leave our
best weapon unused. If I may be allowed
another personal allusion, many years ago I
had a young man who Was for a time a regu-
lar-attendant at the Sunday-school. - But he
fell under evil: influences and . dr)fted very

- far away from God and the truth. ~ I'or years

prayers were daily. offered for that young
man, and he knew it. ‘Thanks to our Fa-
thef's -love, he was brought back again by
new fuencls to sce truth-and duty. He died
recently west of the Roeky Mountains, and
the home missionary pastor wrote me that in.
his last hours one of the thoughts that he
continually expressed was this, referring to
the old bible-class teacher, ‘“Was he not good,
to pray for me so long?  ‘And he spake a
parable to this end, that men ought always
to pray, and not to {aint.’
Lord, when he spake of this, have the dis-
oourage(l Sunday-school teacher in mind?

I know not bow bheiter to close these very-

simple suggestions thar by repeating words
+which I have uscd clséwhere, that the root

of all methods must be dn intense love for :

the salvation of men, and that this is a germ
and growth of God’s planting, Love will al-
ways find a way- to work, and the poorest
method with God is better tha..x all others
witkout him.—8. B. Capen, ln Superinten-

- pract.lce‘

.versee..-and ‘hymns -
is passmg away?d- - That it ig" dvm" out, -the .

. record ‘of almost any’ Sunday-school and- the -

Did net the-
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