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duty of the priests to venew daily.” The tra-
ditions of the profuse employment of flowers
at an carly period arealmost ineredible. We
read that the Ruwmnelli pagoda, 270 feet
high, was on one oceagion festooned with
givlands from pedestal to pinnacle, till it ve- ‘
sembled one immense hofiguet.  Again, it
amd the temple at Mihintale were bajed
under heads  of Jaswine and other nnti\ut
flowers.  The same writer continues: Tn the
Filteenth Century a king offeved no less than :
6.450,320 sweet-smelling flow ersat the shrine
of the tooth, and the rule of one of the lcmp-'}
Ies ealled for the offering of 100,000 blossoms
each day, and each day a different kind of|
flower was to he offered. :

In the ancient days flowers were more
freely used than duving the Middle Ages.
Wemay gauge the refinement of a nation by
the extent of its love and use of flowers in
ceremoniadl and socil life.  This country,
and the present decade espeeially, is experi-
encing a rapid deveopment of taste in this
direction.  We are 1eviving many of the
old ideas and customs, but have unot yet
reached the civilization of the ancients in the
world of flowwers.  To the ancients cach
flower wasa thought or symbol.  Now we
symboiize form, rather than the individual,
The missing of eflects is the highest step on
the ladder we have veached, In this we
imitate natare and partly follow the Grecks,
who loved to mmss Violets, or Violets and
Roses.  Thus in striving for natural etfects
we are but reviving Greek art. Many of
the cumbersome things we call ** designs”
would have perplexed and confounded the
Egyptians and Greeks, yet some of our
designs are strikingly beautiful, and their
symbolical meaning is plain in their touch.
ing purity.- -dmerican Garden.

A Large Rhubarb Bed.—Such a one con-
taining about20acres,reported by the Prairie
Jarmer vs being at ** Rhubarbville,” out
from Chicago. The ved was planted three
years ago 3 the soil, which is a vich sandy
lown, being first put in good working con-
dition by the plow and harrow. 1t was
then marked off cieh way in 1ows fonr and
one-half feet apart, and & man went along
with a spade and made a hole at each of the
intersceting points by thrusting it down and
pressing cach  way ‘n moment. A boy
followed with the plants, dropping them inf
the holes and pressing the carth over them
with his feet.  This completed the simple
operation of planting.  The field was fre-

quently cultivated through the season and tables, six feet wide and ten long, hanked | moss,
The next spring! i roses, each with different varietics, , was a b

kept free from weeds.
after planting. the first crop was gathered
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LILIUM AURATUM.

KLUNDER'S FLOWER SHOW-—~A COM-
PLETE DESCRIPTION.

BY JOUN THORVE,

The exhibition of Mr. C. I, Klunder at
the Metropolitan Opera House, New York
city, has not been surpassed,and I question if
it ever has Leen equalled in America.  The
featuves of the exhibition ave entively differ-
ent from the ordinary run of horticultural
exhibitions proper.  The plan has been en-
tively from an artistic point of view, and has
been extremely suceessful.  The features of
the exhibition were of general effect from all
points

Immediately upon entering the doors, to
the vight and left were beds of spring flowers
in geometrical designs, one of hyacinths and
tulips and the other of narcissus and tulips.
The blending of the colors was such as one
would find under the best treatment of the
art known  to the profession.  On entering
the main building, on cither side were decor-
ations representing ivy-clad walls.  The ap-
proach was narrow in comparison, but jm-
wediately on reaching the open {floor the
effect was all that could be desived. The
triumphal arch in the distance, some 200 feet
away,, presented an imposing appearance.
At the back of thata fountain fifty feet high,
and again a mirror forty feet distant, the
size o1 which was forty by twenty feet, gave
a perspective, which was, to say the least.
without parallel. The vista leading divectly
to the columns of the arch was formed by
fmmense palms, many of which were twenty
feet in diameter, clevated on pedestals cight
teet high, thus allowing the visitors to pass
beneath.  In a line with the palms were

conspicuous among which were Mabel Mor-
rison, Buroness Rothschild, Panl Neyron,

hybrids, as many as 150 in cach.  The group-
ing of the flowers was inaccordance with the
color of the vases. A carpet leading to the
avch of crimson and black guveo n setting to
the apprpach which has not been equalled.

To the-right and left of the main aisle,
ocenpying the whole of the floor, were groups
of plants somew hat indiscriminately dispos-
posed. but so artistically avranged as to give
a feature which has not been before present-
ed; for instance, a large Sabal palm from
Honduras, which M, Klunder had expressly
imported for this oceasion, towered above
the sccond tiey of boxes, having a spread of
thirty feet, and stood on the flovr like the
giant of a tropicak forest.  In close proximi-
ty to these were gnarled trees eighteen to
twenty feet high, entively covered with or-
chids in full lower.  Flanking the auditor-
tum were tables some four feet square, oc-
cupied by roees, paling, fernsand other plaiits,
Between the tables were flowering plants,
such as cineravias, Patvis daisies, geraninms
and ferns.  Aeain there were groups of giant
tree ferns standing isolated with circles of
ferns amd dracenas at their base.

The boxes weve draped with sashes of
crimson c¢loth clasped in the centre with
bunches of daffodils, giving an expression to
the whole which was admivable in the ex-
treme.  Some idea of the effect may be im-
agined when the height of the floor to the
upper tier (seventy-fect fect) is taken into
consideration.

" The triumphal triple arch was seventy-
five feet wide, the main arch being sixty
feet high by thirty wide, and the side arches
forty feet high aud fifteen wide. The arch
was composed of the Palmetto palm, Irish
junipers and California pines. This impos.
ing structure gave an aspect of grandeur not
casily imagined. Tmmediately in the line of
the main arch was the fountain, some forty
feet high, & work of art, which was certainly
a difficult thing to equal in point of beauty.
The basin of the fountain was entirely filled
with calla lilies. Un the outside of the
basin were impressive groups of Asparagus
tenuissimus, Lilium longiflorum and candi-
dum, the whole Leing enclused by a wire
fence 4 feet high, studded with small electric
lights, o] which there were move thun 2,000.
This, as may easily be imagined, was the
centre of attragtion, and the remarks of ap
proval and gratification were many and oft
repeated, A mirror thirty by ten feet in
the distance added vo the heauty of the sur-
|roundings. The framework of the mirror
was of Pulimetto palms, smilax and southern
Immediately in front of the mirror
ank of Lilium longiflorum cight feet
wide, extending the whole length. The re-
flection of the lilies in the mirior was some-
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From 2,000 Muscat vines, William Hales | Gen. Jacyueminot, duna de Diesbach and | thing wonderful.  On the left of the mirror
worth of this place made, last season, 301  Jules Margottin. The plants were in 6 to 8| was « bank of English primroses, arranged
hoxes of Raisins. At this rate 20 acres of | inch pots, with an average of from five to | so naturally as to give one the impression
vines would make ot least 4,000 boses of | seven Wooms on cach. Ta front of these | that it was ouc of the wayside banks of Eng
Raising, and at 82 o box would yield a very (tables were expensive vases representing ;land.

desirable income,

thousands of Jullars filled with fhe choicest

To the right were Chinese primroses, ar-



