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The Catholie.

Original.
ON MYSTERIES,

Vidomus nunc per spocuium o aenigmato,
#We see vow as threpgha glass datkly s =1 Con, xiu.

All natuse abounds with mysteries:
and there is not tho least part of 1t, which
wan in his present state can fully com-
prehend. My present act of throwing
down my thoughts on paper, is it neta
mystery which lies beyond the utmost
reach of my undersanding! For what
relation have those sirekes of the pen
with the thoughts that are just now nising
in tny mind ! or hiow cen the ideas of' a
spinitual being, which are themselves as
void of shape and figuro as the soul that
produces them; and which arc always
passing on in rapid succession after one
another; how can they be thus arrested
and rendered stationary and permancat ?
flow can they be thus brought forth, I
know not whence, to public view, and
made visible to the corporeal eye ? Is not
this a kind of incorporating power, b
which we give something like a body to
that which is purely intellectual ?

By this wonde:{ul and unaccountable
art of tran-forming our thoughts into let-
ters, we may converse with our fellow
greatures without tho help of the voice ;
we may lay open the inuermost rocesses
of our hearts to our most distant friouds ;
we may even continue to give counsel,and
impart instruction to our latest posterity,

But what shall we say of the motion of
the fingers, which corresponds so exactly
with our thoughts,as almestinstantaneous-
4y to lay them down on a smooth surface
in a visible shape ! Aud how quickly is
this language of the hand understood by
the eye, to which it is addressed; and
threngh which it passes into the mind of
the beholder. The eye has no sooner
caught it, than the fongue, that no less
wonderful vehicle of thought, is ready to
express it in sound, and thus to communi-
cates it to the car, that other inlet {9 the
human mind.

Equally wonderful ishe sense of touch,
which gives instant warning to the sov)
that something presses upan her machine.
“To say nothing of the taste and smell,
Loth which senses, if nearly examined,
are cqually a<tonishing and inexplicable ;

what is more incon eivable than the cause
Jtself of the nbove phenomena ; the union
of the soul with the body 2 OF a spirit
with a small portion o mauter which she
animates and puts in mation : with which
she is so exclusively conneeted as im-
wmediatcly to influence no other visible
part of the creation ; but by the medium
of which she can extend ber influence 1
other bodies, besides that which she in.
habits 5 and even communicate to 1he
souls of others her own thought and ~cn-
sations.

Were we to deseend more 1o particulars,
we should e still more convin. ed JLat we
are in every respect a perfect mysten
even 0 urselves.  How shall we ac-
count for that faculty of the soul, the m -
mory,which holds forth 10 us as in u ¢lear
mireor, the exart imnge of the scrnes we
have beheld, and of the percons we have
known in our pas life ; « hich produ es

have rcad, and turns up to usthe very
page we wish to cite T Which so carelully
regis.ors whatever we see or hear done
vr spoken?  And how happens:it at times
*hat when called upon to bring forward
cerlain focts, which sho owns she has in
her keeping, sho seoms so much at a loss
to find them at tho moment; and often
lays them before us when they are neither
called for nor expected ? Is it that she has
thrown them by ratlier carelessly, like
lumber in some crowded apartment of the
broin, and therefore cannot discover them
till a partioulur search is made afterthem;
and then of her own accord shio holds them
forth 1o us, as if to prove that she has not
wholly lost them. llow is she ablein
such a small space to store upall her
ideas 3 and in so regular a manner, that,
as we perceive, tho most similar are al-
ways classed acar each other.  For how
often, in cndeavouring to recollect any
word or name, i we happen to start a
simitar idea, or the leading syllable of the
expression we strive to reeall, is the word
or thing we scek for instantly turued out,
Not, perhups, unlike the orderly mer-
chant, who ranges his goods in the most
regular manner,after looking through his
warchouse, where arlicles of the same
kind are kept, he thus at last finds the

! particular thing that is called for.

No less wounderful is the fancy 5 which
though much of a kin to memory, yet in thi,
is different from ity that(it not only traces to

lour mind real scenes which we have wit-
{ nessed, but also delights in creating new
'and imaginary ones.  “Through what litile
1 worlds of its own creation does it not Jead
!us m our sleep ; when it makes us ac-
quainted with persons whom none ever
knew; and travel through countsies which
none ever beheld, but the single individu-
al whom it is pleased to conduct.

Who shall more casily explain tl ¢ other
two powers of the mind,the will :nd the un-
derstanding 5 which, though faculties of
the same identical being, and made to be
always in unison and concord together,
are often, however, at such variance with
cach other! Yor every one feels the
tzuth of the poet’s proverb :

Video meliora prebague
Deteriora sequor.

1 ses aud approve whal is right, yet follw
what is wrong.

By the will we are indeed constituted
masters of our own actions, or free a-
gents 3 yet still the understanding is give
en us to be a check upon our conduct.
Or rather this inward light of the soul is
held out to us to direct us on n our jour-
ney through life; and to show us what
we are to spek and what we are to shun,
fur our comfort in this world and in the
neat.  The will, therefore, though fsce,
15 inended to be led on by tlo under-
standing 3 and it it vent ires 10 walk with-
out ity it walks in the dark, and i3 sure to
stumble,

But what is this will, which so often
determines agaiust the. und rsianding 1
Or that understanding which cheeks the
will chides it, for what it dues amiss;
appliads it for wiat it has done well, and
Juects it how it ought toact? t:r how
gan one pure spirit be thus so much at va-

gues in us some imporfection, which can
bo ascounted for only by tho fall of man:
for in his original innacence andperfection
his will could have been butan assent to
his reason and understanding.

But if wo pass from the invisible to the
visible part of ourselves, tho Lody, is not
all that wo observe in it equally inoxpli-
cable? Let the most learned philosopher
explain to me, if he can, the astonishing
change that takes place in us of our meat
and drink into our flash and blood, Let
him tell me bow my blood is sent bound-
ing through my veins in a perpetual flow.
How the various juices, that compose it,
are secreted and sent, each to form its
own portion ol the wonderful frame.—
Some to form the eyo, others the hair,
the teeth, thie nails, the skin, flosh, bones,
margow, sinews, brain, and a thousand
other parts of the admirable machine. Let
him tell e how cach finds its way to its
own depariment,and with what a discera-
ing hand nature seperates from these,
and casts oftf’ whatever is useless, hurtful
and superfluous. In this he will be forced

to confess his ignorunce. e knows that
all this happeus in himsell'; but how it
‘happens ho cannot tell.  He can only ad-
mire the wisdom of him, who is the au-
thor of such a wonderful vork.

But if we must confess that weare a
perfect mystery even to ourselves, how
can we pretend to know better those
things that are without us? Which is
that single obhject within the whole com-
pass of nature, the esscnee aud origin,
the propertics, mechanism and dosign,
of which we cua fully and with certainty |
explain ?

The first object in the universe fo ex-
cite our admiration is the sun, that ima
parts light, heat and life to all creatures.
Who can give mo a satisfactory accoust:
of him? ‘The astronomer will calculato)
tome his immense distance from our carth, !
and the enormous and almost inconceiv-!
able bulk of his ephere, He will account .
to me for the manner in which he gives:
the day and the night, and varies the
seasons of the year.  And, when he has
done so0, is he sure that all this is more!
thau mere plausible conjecture.?  Siill has
he not explained to me the nature of that ;
ocean of fire,which is ever burning vith-
out being consumed : which is cvery mo-
ment losing such an immense flood of its
substance, without suffering the least
visible diminution for so many ages. How
then is he fed with his fuel 3 or how is his
substance, so much impaired, instantly
renewed,

What more satisfactory account can he
give me of the moon, planets, and stars 2
Wnat are tlose irregular spots scattered
over tho susfuce of the moon?  Those
belts observed with the telescope on the
disk of Jupiter, which so often change
their situation and appeurance ¥ That
prodigious fiery ring that encircles Sa-
rn ? Wiatare these bodies themselves 2
Perhaps so many worlds inhabited liko
ours ; and by what sort of creatures, and
for whatend ¥ What is that comet just
now blazing above our heads 1% Whence

*In this azo of wenders 86 comcts I ivelately
made their appearagee ; cno in 18303, and anather

when desired, true cophs s of the bouks we

| risnce wilitsedf 3 To bo sure this ar-§ n1s1

this'stranger wandering among the host
of heaven. Whither does he tend with
such amazing rapidity, and in a direction
so different from that of all the rost ?
Alas! ull the astronomer’s knowledge
here ends but in queries unresolved. His
mind is lost in a world of conjecturo ;
and ufter all his learned disquisitions snd
demonstrations, he must end by ackaow-
ledging his profound ignorance of all
theso things.

But1f wo alight from these sublime con-
templations, in which we can only amuso
vurselves with endless vague suppositions,
and come to examine those objects which
lie more within the sphere of our observa.
tion, are we more able to account for
them? No, not even for thoso which we
view close around us; which wo see,
touch, taste, and smell.

What is that carth on which wo tread ?
How wonderful and unaccouttable its
substance, from which all the creatures
existing here below derive their sub-
stence; which affords to all the plants and
trees their various juicos, without over
confusing or blending them improperly 3
or giving to one what belongs to another.
What is that air which we breathe ? that
tavisible fluid so essentially necessary for
life: which sweeps in every direction
round the surface of our globe, isinhaled
in their watery caverns by tho inhabitants
of the deep ; insinuates itself into every
thing ; even penotrates ) ‘o the bowels of
the earth, and by its sudden expansion,
and prodigiously incaleulable clastic force,
chaltes at times whole kingdoms from their
vory foundations? What is the distinct
oature of this fluid?  Chemists may
weigh, dissect, and decompound it ; and,
ateverp step they make in their curious
and useful researches, they discover new
mysteries, tor can they cver say they
have arrived at the ne plus ultra, the pri-
mary elements of things. T'he same muy
be said of the fire and water ; both fluids,
like the air, though all the three so very:
distinet and different from one anather.——
‘T'ha fire in particular, the most subile of
all flurds, the very nature of which is to
disencumber itscll’ of all othor substances,
to rise aloft, and to dissipate itself freely
in the cthereal void 5 how is it so closely
imprisoned nevertheless ; and, contrary
to its.seeming cssential activity and mos
bility, shut up in an inert state in almost
every substance ; particularly in the fiint,
and in steel and combustibles of every
kind 2 DBy this stupendously restrictive
law Almighty God has chained down this
most volatile of all the elements; and has.
pat it every where in our power to call
lorth when wo please that light and heat,
su absolutely neccessary for us in our pre.
sent state of existence : and were he but
for one moment to suspend this law, wo
should instantly see this woild in a blaze,
und thoe praphecy fulfilled of the final con-
fiagration. of the universe.

Who has yet been ablo to account ina
satisfactory menuer for tho. Aurora Bore-
alis, or Northers Lizhis; for the. light-

ning and thunder ¥ If they are, as seems
probuble, of tho same nature with tho
vlectric fluid, are we for a!l this the
wiser?  Or is ngt the electricity itself aa



