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. But, though Lot chose the most delightful re-
son, he did notlong enjoy the advantage” sought :
whereas God renews to Abraham his promise, i
the spiritual, as well as in the temporal sense, 10 ¢X-
tend his possessions, and muluply his seed, us the
dust of the eurth,

Ch:;{nvr 14, After Abrahuun’s defeat of the cou-
federated Kings, and the rescue of’ Lot and hit fa-
unly 3 for whose sake lhc had '::;:l;l‘(lc:l" ltlllitl‘:l ch:lx];:
.nost remarkable wenlent men! . !
ter, is the appearanceof Melchisedech, fhe King of
Salem, bringing forth bread and wine ; Jor ke was,
The priest of the most high God: who blessed Abia-:
b, saymg ¢ blessed be Abraham by the most high.

and from our carth under the emblematic forms of|
peace and love.

The fowls, that come down upon the carcasses,
like the birds, mentioned by our Saviour, that pick
up the good seed falling on the highways; are the
evil spirits who seek to snatch from us the benefit!
of the sacrifice; and, thercfore, like Abrabam we
must keep watch, and beat them off all the day
long, till sunset: thatis to the end of life, the end of|
that day, during which our Saviour exhorts us to
work; lest we be overtaken by that night, in whiclzi
no man can work, John9, 4. ‘Then shall we, hkel
Abraham, bear Gud’s sentence pronounced: Nee:
the smoaking furnace, the topeth, prepared hot for!
the wicked, on the one hand. lIs. 30. 33. and {the:

God, who created heaven and earth! sfnd Abra-
ham gave him Iythzs Qf‘ﬂll. Verse 18.

He was, by lus sacerdotal and regal character,
the most illustrious figure of Jesus Christy as the
Psalmist deciures, 109, 4, and Saint Paul explains :
Heb., 7—aflinning him greater than  Abranvam,
whom he blessed 5 and from whom he received the,
wribute of tyties, v. 7, King of Sulem, the city of
peace : without 2 known, or recorded father or,
mother. Nor had the Saviour a father, asman j,
nor a mother, as God.  #ho, says the Prophet,
can recount his generation? lsainh, 53, 8. Nui-:
ther was Melclusedech’s priesthood under the Levi-
tical law ; but, Lke that of the Saviour, independ-
ent of that law. ) )

Chapter 15. Abraham’s belief' in the promise;
of God, that his beloved wife, Sarac, though bar-,
ren, and past the time of chikd-bearing, should!
brine him a son and heir; and that his posterity !
<hould be numberless as the stars in the eavenss |
was ~eputed o him unto justice. "This shows that
the ment of frith consists in relying on the word of
txod, even when it scems to promise utter impossi-
lutitics ¢ for with im no word shall be impossible.—
Mat. 19 26.

Abraham’s sacrifice, which is next described, is,
tullof Mystery 5 counsidering the choice of the vic-|
ums to be offered up; and the manner prescribed |
to himofoffering them.  These, however, all point ;
at the great propitiatory victim, Jesus Christ ; and l
are explained, as follows : ‘The victims were, a
cow three years old : a she-goat, three yearsold : a
ram three years old : a turtle dove anda pigeon.—
‘I'he promise to Abraham was a long posterity.

The cow, a clean animal, whose tlesh is whole-
<ome 10 eat 3 the mother of the promiced progenys
1hat giveth her milk to rear and sustain her young:
represents the Saviour sacuificed 5 the paventof the
~piritual progeny, whom he rears and feeds in the
Holy Sacrament with his own proper substance ¢
or my flesh, says he, is meet tndeed, and my blood
1s drinked indeed.

The she goat  The goat s the emblem of the
~mner.  Matt. 25. 23, ‘I'le Saviour took that ap-‘
pearance.  He was the scape goat, that took upon!
lnmself, and bore away all the maledictions of the
people ¢ Lev. 16, 5, 8. 21,22, The she goat, or
prolific parent, feeding and rearing 1ts youug with
s substance.

The vam, the father of the flock : themule lamb,
wathout spotar blemish < the inmovent kanb of God. |
Ml three years old.  T'he Saviour was offered up
taree years from the commencement of his public

;ninlislry. He was then but three years old, as a
cader. )

]
|

Al these three vietims were divided, The Sa-
\10ur, as our victiny, is divided jon the cross his,
sonl was separated fiom his body by death : and in'
the Eucharistic sacrifice, the same  division is re-
preseuted by the separate forms of bread aud wine,
and thus, according to St. Paul, is the death of the
Lord shewn forth, till hc come

_The turtle dove and pigeon are not, like the rest,
divided 5 as they represented him, as he is in him-

ltdeprived of those waters of life, of which the Sa-

rdown before them whatever obstructs their passage :

imight : when grown too strong to be any longer re-

lump, the enlightening and scrulinizing spirit of,
God on the other; passing between and discrimi-)
nating the portions; showing how farv.e have been |
faithiul to our charge, and exact in pre serving from;
stealth or contamination by the unclean spirit, the |
whole of the propitiatary oblation entrusted to our
keeping.

Chapter 16.~The Allegory ofthe two Churches:
theJewish under the legal bonaage, represented by
the handmaid, Agar, and her ofispring; and the
Clristian. represented by the Mistress, Sarar, and
her luie born child of promise, with his numberless
free and spiritual progeny : s sufficiently explaned
by Saint Paul.  Gal, 4. 24. We need only add
that when the bond woman was finally dismissed
with her child, Ch, 21, 14, an angel found her
with him, perishing in the wilderness, for want
of water.v. 19. when God opened her eyes, and
she saw a well of water: and she went, and
| filled her bottle, and gave her boy to drink; all
which alludes to the forlorn condiuon of the Jews,

viour speaks to the Samaritan woman at the well:
John 6. 14. butshews that God inthe end will
open theiteyes to discover the Saviour’s fountain
of'salvation: and to allay their mortal thirst at the
pure and refreshing stream, which the Prophet be-
held issuing trom under the threshold of the sanctu-
ary, and deepening in its course: Ezech. 47. the
doctrine and sacramentsof Messiah’s church, par-
ticularly that of babtism.

Chapter 17.—The Lord, appearing again to
Abraham, renews his promise to him, and esfablish-
cs his covenant of circumcision with him and his

osterity. This was the covenant of hlood. Hc
imself and every male child of his household and
descendants, wasto be circumcisea the eighth day
after its birth, Tobc continucd.

ON THE PASSIONS.
T'rahit sua quamque voluplus.—Virg. Fecl. 2.
I is quitea mistaken notion to think, as may are
aptto do, that it is our duty on all occasions to:
thwart our inclinations, and to oppose the bent of !
our passions. ‘This were as absurd as to think to
prevent a river from flowing by stemming its cur-
rent.  Iis waters thus accuinulated must either bear

ar if the opposing bulwark is ton strong to be re-
moved, they must necessarily overflow. "The source
of the passions is opencd at our birth, and continues
to runoninamore or less tranquil strcam through

only detain it till it has collected itself in all its

sisted, it bursts forth an impetuous and destructive
torrent, and lays waste, and disfigures what, in its
natural and casy course, it was calculated fo have
enlivened and adorned.

Our passions are indeed the gift of Nature, and
the main spring of human actions. Without them
a map would bo like a bird without wings. ora
ship without sails. Give the ship sails, if the
seaman can ply them with skill and dexterity ; if|

life. By imprudenily checking its progress, wei

them at large ; he will be enabled by their means
to gain the wished for harbour. But if he is inca-
pable of managing them properly, they will only
serve to run hig vessel on rocks and shoals.

We must not therefore think ourselses always
hound to be at variance with our passions and iuc{i
nations, as certain stoical reasoners pretend we
should, who carry the idea of self-denial to an un-
natural length, Al that we should endeavour to
acquire is the im})ortnnt art of managing them
completely ; and then they will prove the sure means

ofattaining to the end for which providence les
sent us into this world,

Now this management of the passions, and com-
plete mastery over them, is ehicﬂ{ to he acquired
in the beginning of life, ere yet they are come to
their full force, and before we have contracted the
bad habit of indulging them in things improper and
unlawful. For such a habit, if once properly fori-
cd, can scarcely ever be overcome. You nught
just as well think toturn a river out of the irregular
hed it has once dug for for its self,

Our passions in the beginning of life are butlike
so many smalt rivulets. Their course is then rea-
dily determined ; and cach of them may at that
carly period, without much difficulty, he turned
or led into its proper channel. But il we neglect
totake this precaution in time, their course will
necessarily become irregular.  They will minglc
their streams, swell into a torrent, and pour along
with a rapidity almostirresistible.

It is therefure the particular duty of parents to
keeb a watchful eye on the dispositions of their chil-
dren ; and to strive to give a proper bent and direc-
tion to their Eass’ions and inclinations.  Now this i~
done by secking and finding out for them propes
objects, on which they may freely and Jawfully ex -
ert all their activity : and in this, I may say, con-
sists the whole art of moral education.

Different men are swayed by different inclina-
tions and passions ; which iorm the difference o1
character between man and man.  Their varicty
and the wonderful mannerin which they are distr:
buted among the individuals of the human species,
soas to knit them altogether in one great body ot
society ;and, by their mutual dependencies on'onc
another, and their scparate views, to make each,
inlabouring for his own particular pleasure or pri
vate interest, contribute to the common gocd c.
the whole : make it evident that we are not the spor?
of chance, the blind God of our modern free thin
kers ; noryet below the attention of the Deity ; b
that we are under the immediate care and direction

‘of him, who holds in his hands the reins of the cre.
jation ; and hinders one being from stepping into the
sphere of action prescribed to another.

The Editors have noticed the unprovoked scur-
tility of the Fatchman. They would estcem their
Iabours but of little worth, could they condescend
to employ them inattempts to refute calumnies in-
vented centuries ago ; and repeated by every Gos-
ipel-gabbler, who has fled the tailor’s shop-board, or
itho cobbler’s stall, ard set up quack Theologian.
I Neither would they compromise the dignity of their

jcause, by entering the lists of logical dispufation
l\\ilb opponents so egregiously wanting in candour,
1as to condemn an article as illogical and flimsy,
{without offering the least particle of proof in sup-
'port of their assertion ; and who are so” profoundly
iilliterate, ignorant, and presuming, as to declar:
rikat the words : and ke took the cue, and gave
lthanks ; and gare it to them, saying : drink ye all

<l stilt indivisible and entire 3 winging hisflight to

|

he knows \\gneu to contract and when to spread

13

of 1T, are an injunction, nat to drink the contents

iof the cup, but the cupitself | ! !



