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party under Lieutenant George M. Wheeler, wvas endeavouritng
to reachi the deflle of the Colorado iRiver, whiich was, at the
beginningr of a day's marcb), not rnany miles distant as 'vas
supposed. Filling thieir canteens fromn the water of the gorge
wvhere they had camped, the five men set out, hoping to drink
of the Colorado that nighit! It soon became evident that thie
distance wvas deceiving1; gaining eminence after eruinence, the
Grand Câliyon seemned as far away as at first, and no promise of
wvater in ail the veary stretch. A consultation wvas lield. It
was agyreed that the defile left in the miornitng was their last
chance of water, and that lay sixteei ruiles behiind them, and
the Colorado many more ahiead. Mfr. Hoxvell and another irre-
pressible determined to push on, if it took ail sorunier, while the
others turned back to " the last chance," as they expressed it.
And to this day that canyon is hnowni and iiamied on the mnaps
as"« Last Chance Canyoni," forined by a junctiou of the Grand
and Green. Thie Grand River bias its source in the Rocky
Mountains. Thie Green River v-ises, in the Wind River Moun-
tains. Bc>th have sources in alpine lakes, fed by nieltinig sno'vs.
Thousands of thiese picturesque lakes, with deep, cool, einerald
waters, are enibosoined arnong the cragsý of the rb.cky Momntains.
Tiiese streams, born iii the gloomy solitudes of the mnountaiti
regions, have a strange eventful history as they pass down
through gorges, tumbling, in cascades and catarauts, until they
reachi the hot, arid plains of the Iower Colorado, whlere the
waters, that were so clear above, enipty as turbid floods into tic
G3ulf of California. lIncludling( the Greeni River, wichl is really
the upper continuation of the Colorado, tie wliole lewgth of th)e
streai is about twvo thousand miiles. The plateau is divided
into two distinct portions. The lower tlhird is but a lit.tle above
the levJ,' of the sea, thiot.gh here ànd there ranges of mountains
rise to an~ altitude of froiu two to six thousand feet. The upper
two-thirds lies from four to eighit thousand feet above the sea.
This iglIi region, on the north, east, and west, is set withi ranges
of siow-clad mountains, attainîng an altitude varying froin eighit
to fourteen thousand feet. Ail winter long> oni its mountain-
crested rim, siiow fails, filling the gorges, hialf burying the forests,
and covering the crags and peaks with a mantde " woven by thie
'wind from the wvaves of the sea." Whien summer cornes> tliis

snow ineits, and tunibles down the mountaiin sides in millions of
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