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DISCUSSION ON PAPER.

a Hugh Valance, architect of the Grapd szunk, was
i by the chairman to open the discussion. Mr.
halancg €Xpressed his appreciation of the paper, especially
th:t Part dealing with design of buildings. He st:%ted
likt ' the early days the passenger station looked just
lese 4 Station and nothing else—all stations were more or
OHS alike, Ty those days an endeavor ‘was ma(.ie to work
promodels from France. The great dlﬁ’icult}_r'xs to get a
Saidper €Xpression on the umbrella form of train shed. H?
€xa tha.t In architecture it was not so much a casedo
sig,?t SClence but of your own choice in problems of de-
suj hat would be perfectly correct for him might not
‘l.t SOme other architect. If a man asked an archltth to
Wl:sld 2 h0qsey he could build it; but unless the architect
Wou]told his various tastes and requirements the house
the d be the expression of the architect’s taste and nolt
arch9wner,5 ideas at all. This holds true right through
tectura] work as compared to that of the engineer.
Witi] alance told of many engineering structures which
impy.. Little architectural treatment would have been very
ré)ressive' He spoke particularly about elevators, Whl;h
inté:sually blots on the landscape. He explained that he
Engj €d no criticism for the engineer, as elevators were
of v'neerm.g problems and were handled from that point
W without regard to appearance. ;
of o “8arding terminals he said the question of the lerjrgth
'hinalncourSe was an important one. In_the SOl.lth tt:r-
re At B_OSton, one has to pass 28 tracks sometm_nes €-
"ecti;eac}’fmg his train. He thought the-rerparks in con-
1 With two levels were quite to the point.
Raili,{' R. Safford, chief engineer of the Grgnd th;ufx:)l:
a g, Y, favorably eriticized the paper. He said tha
-4t many years the public had not been regarded as
Ming)g anything to do with the design of passengf;r te;-
them . PVt the question had been one for the railroads
B T took ' long time for the railroads to
Teg f;rstand that the public did express their views in this
T HOWGVCI‘, he said that he could not see \_)Vhy the
ga"dlic Should have anything to say beyond questions reA-
their personal comfort while in the station.
ablee'nger Station is a non-productive and almost unp.roﬁt-
OWin Vestment in a broad sense, although sometnmets,
'S ngg & Competition, a structure 'of ar'chntectlfral fti)eau y
in Co: Ssary . Mr. Safford quoted some interesting ,«f;ures
lhirxa]snectlon with the increase in traffic and use of ter-

aVing.

Chige, 1€ said that in the Illinois Central station_in

Centrgo traffic had increased 200% in 20 years; raE

Ullio - Sta_ti'm, New York, 70% in 10 years, and the

tiont’;] tation at Toronto, 110% in 25 years. The ques-

lon, ¢ financiers of the railroads have to face is for how

b‘lilda Period of time will the structure they are about to
LUt the traffic,

hag b " Safford stated that many advantages were to be
ductioy buﬂding high platforms, chief of which is the re-
Vant, ?f‘liability to personal injury. - The only .dlsat.iﬁ
Very S Is that it is difficult to couple trains, but this wi
Sroba ly be overcome.
Arles Parker, chief signal engineer of the Grand
slg'lal’ t};en entered the discussion with some remarks on
.7 otems, :
tectllr Miam McNab, in some remarks as to the ar:chn-
%“lda “atures of the paper, said that better stations
Possible if the public would share in the expense
A et & them. The stations should b? featun? points
Ly hat is wanted in large terminal stations to-
ope"at‘ay be Summed up in two features: first of all, the
Penns“],e features, and next, comfort to passengers. The
Yvania station is New York was a sample of ex-

'
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travagant concourse area. It took five or six minutes’
walk from the Avenue to the train. He stated that bag-
gage arrangements were better than they had been, but
were still capable of improvement.

S. B. Brown suggested that it would be a good thing
if a paper on freight terminals and a general paper on the
terminal situation were read. It would be of great interest
to the members.

A vote of thanks was tendered Mr. Busfield for his
most interesting paper.

" LIABILITY OF MILITARY RAILROADS

It has recently been decided in France that railroads,
though operated under military authority, may be held
liable before civil courts for loss and damage claims and
for injuries to passengers. So states Walter S. Hiatt, the
special European correspondent of Railway Age Gazette.

This decision was given in a test ‘case brought against
the Paris, Lyons & Mediterranean. One of its auto-trucks
struck a street car and slightly injured a woman pas-
senger. She sued the railroad, which denied its liability
on the ground that the act was one of an employee who
was mobilized as a soldier, and further, because the rail-
road itself was being operated under military authority.
Various chambers of commerce, whose members had
been unable to obtain satisfaction regarding complaints
concerning non-delivery of freight, were also interested
in any decision as to the railway’s responsibility.

The minister of public works, who supervises the con-
duct of the railroads in times of peace, had issued various
rulings regarding the precedence of military freights over
civil freights, which at the same time sought to secure
prompt handling for the latter, but he had not been able
to establish the question of responsibility where shippers
had a grievance.

Finally, the minister of war has settled th.e whole
question by stating that the various rulings giving pre-
cedence to military transports would in no wise alter the
common law rights of shippers or injured persons to sue
the railroads through the usual channels of the civil courts
in contradistinction to the military courts established in
various parts of France for the purpose of hearing cases
affecting the public safety. :

On the other hand, the ruling has also been made that
railroads are not obliged to permit soldiers detailed to
munitions factories and other such work to trfivel. at the
one-quarter fares established for soldiers l?oth in times of
war and peace. Many thousands of soldxers,. competent
as mechanics, have been withdrawn from active mll.ltary
duty to work in the various government or private
factories turning out munitions of war. _ The railroads
charged these men full fares and were fairly deluged by
complaints. In every railroad station, and at many street
car stations in France, a complaint book is maintained by
law for the benefit of the public, response to any complaint
being required within one month. These soldiers detailgd
to civil duties seem to have made complaints through this
means almost to a man. The dispute was settled in favor
of the railroads on the ground that the men were b_eing
paid, in addition to the pay of five cents a day as soldiers,
the full wages of the shops in which they were employed.

e B
An underfeed stoker is able to smokelessly burn even
high-volatile coals, because when the volatile is distilled, it
must pass through the hottest part of the fuel bed befpre
getting out into the furnace. . Besides a sufficiently high
temperature, the onlx ot_her .chlef.reqmrer.nent for t.he proper
burning of the volatile is time, just as it takes time for a

cake of ice to melt at summer heat.



