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atId conscience when once they are made manifes, though we could Dot, or, at
least, did flot discover them for ourselves. Ancd, therefore, until this assertion
18 Proved and establisbed as a truth, we shall found our arýgumient on what man
bas discovered for himself, and compare this wvith that wbich has corne to us as
the revelation of God. And, from what we find within the page of inspiration
Itself,-from the testimony the Bible bears to its own origin,-we think we
rtlaY, without hesitation, a dopt tbe conclusion, that the Scripture record is truly
divine.

And first ; with respect to God ; we find in the Scîiptures a tkeology, more
exalted, and more in accordance with our reason and conscience, when once
Atated, than any that has bee;a devised or disc.overed by mani. In the Seriptures,
9od is represented as ONE6; Infinite, eternai, unchangeable, omnipotent, and
O1llipresent. And though, from. the inadequacy of buinan languiage, wheiî
tI.eating of such. a theme, there are somne expressions ivhich seemn to ilitate

gastthese properties of God. yet they are capable of easy explanation, and it
18 not dificult, to prove that God is thus represented in the Seriptures. The
lnguage used in themn, concerning Goci, is simple, and yet expressive in the

bighest degyrec, far more so than to be found in any other cornpoýsition, wlhether
it does or does not profcss to be a divine revelation. God is the leI amn that 1
%J." IlJehovah, God." IIFrom. everlasting to ever1asting." IlThe higli and

10fty one that inhabiteth. eternity, whose name is Holy." Il The blessed and only
pOtenttate." IlGod onily Wise," Ilwho only bath imînorality."ý "The Creator
!tid Uliolder of ail things," "lu whom, we live, and mnove, and have our being."

"T0 whomn then ivili yc liken me, or shall 1 be equal ? Saithi the lloly One.
Uitlp your eyes on liigh, and behold who hath created these things, that

urlflgeth out their hoët by numiber: leo calleth thern ail by namnes by the great-
11 of his might, for that he is strong in powver: flot one faileth." It is a
1ilietion. whether men, anywhere, or at an y time, should have possessed a pure
tlieism h ad they been without the Seriptures; it is very questionable whether
e'ven the modern deist, in such a case, shoald have liad his notions of a one
ýi1PrTeme God. At least, there is this fac-t to be accounted for by ail nnbelievers

11, dvine revelation ; that the Scriptures, which. profcss to be ,iuch a revelation,
haie first of ahl represented God in',suchl an exaltcd light, and one so accordant
,w1th Our reason when once known.
hThe attributes that are ascribed to God in the Scriptures,-wisdlom, power,

1.0)iness, justice, goodness, and truth,-are also represented in the iiiost exalted
lit. God is perfect, and infinite in thern ail. And niorcover, some of these

14tttibutes as for example, Iloliiness, beiong peculiarly to the God of the Scrip-
t4re8. Lt is not easy to sec how marn coulci coniceie of a being of infinite holi-

4eq1were he left to the lighit of his reason alone. Jliness is an attribute with
ýhich he is natitrahly unacquainted, and to which lie lias a natural aversion ; and

Illenredile that any mati sbould, of himself, have given us a record, one of
e 111st promninent traits of whîich. is, the infiniite holiness of timat God whose
ri"t proesses to be. The infinite justice of God],-whiicb wiil by no MORDS
eethe gniity, requiring thc penalty even for every sinful thought ; and also,

,e inifinite goodness and mercy,--exemplified in uis overuling providqnce, anti
11 'lis love to men in redemption and salvation ;-are attribtutes»'hich, how-

. mve nueh in accordance witm our reason and conscience when once reveaied
Iîi stated, it le difficult to, coneeive of as their mere products.

cc Wihut, however, enquiring, what man might, have conccived with respect
lep , let us rather enquire, how lie bas reprcscnted God ; and compare his

leýentations with those of Seripture. Ail the nations of the earth who were
Xtitute- of the Seriptures, were poiytheists,-they had Lords many, and Gods

'%-Atd this holdsgood not oniy with respect towhat we caîl barbarous nations,


