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and conscience when once they are made manifest, though we could not, or, at

least, did not discover them for ourselves. And, therefore, until this assertion

18 proved and established as a truth, we shall found our argument on what man
as discovered for himself, and compare this with that which has come to us as

the revelation of God. And, from what we find within the page of inspiration

Mself —from the testimony the Bible bears to its own origin,—we think we

May, without hesitation, adopt the conclusion, that the Seripture record is truly
vine.

And first ; with respect to God; we find in the Scriptures a theology, more
®xalted, and more in accordance with our reason and conscience, when once
Mated, than any that has beea devised or discovered by man. In the Scriptures,

0d is represented as Oxk; Infinite, eternal, unchangeable, omnipotent, and
Omnipresent. And though, from the inadequacy of human language when

Teating of such a theme, there are some expressions which seem to militate
3gainst these properties of God, yet they are capable of easy explanation, and it
Bnot difficult: to prove that God is thus represented in the Scriptures. The

guage used in them, concerning God, is simple, and yet expressive in the
Jghest degree, far more so than to %e found in any other composition, whether

does or does not profess to be a divine revelation. God is the “I am that I
3m”  «Jehovah, God.” *From everlasting to everlasting.” “The high and
Ofty one that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy” “The blessed and only

Otentate.” “God only Wise,” “who only hath immortality.” “The Creator
3"(1 Upholder of all things,” “In whom we live, and move, and have our being.”
.0 whom then will ye liken me, or shall I be equal? Saith the Holy Oue.
b’ﬁ" up your eyes on high, and behold who hath created these things, that

Ingeth out their host by number : he calleth them all by names by the great-

8% of his might, for that he is strong in power: not one faileth.” It isa
g“e_sﬁon whether men, anywhere, or at any time, should have possessed a pure
eve‘Sm, bad they been without the Scriptures; it is very questionable whether
nuen the modern deist, in such a case, should have had his notious of a one
. Pfeme God. At least, there is this fact to be accounted for by all unbelievers

WWine revelation ; that the Scriptures, which profess to be such a revelation,

Ave, first of all represented God in-such an exalted light, and one so accordant
our reason when once known.
¢ attributes that are ascribed to God in the Seriptures—wisdom, power,
ess, justice, goodness, and truth,—are also represented in the most exalted
God is perfect, and infinite in them all. And moreover, some of these

es as for example, Holiness, belong peculiarly to the God of the Serip-
:es- It is not easy to see how man could conceive of a being of infinite holi-
wgf‘, were he left to the light of his reason alone. Holiness is an attribute with
% eh he is naturally unacquainted, and to which he has a natural aversion ; and

18 incredible that any man should, of himself, have given us a record, one of

s ™ost prominent traits of which is, the infinite holiness of that God whose

elemd 1t professes to be. The infinite justice of Gody—which will by no means
i:ri the guilty, requiring the penalty even for every sinful thought’; and also,
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Nfinite goodness and mercy,—exemplified in His overuling providgnce, and
o 18 love to men in redemption and salvation j—arve attributeswhich, how-
Y much in accordance with our reason and conscience when once revealed
x f}ated, it is difficult to conceive of as their mere products.
% ithout, however, enquiring, what man might have conceived with respect
'Qprmd’ 1et‘ us ra?her enquire, how he has represented God; and compare his
o €8entations with those of Scripture.  All the nations of the earth who were
tute of the Scriptures, were polvtheists,—they had Lords many, and Gods

J. Avd this holdsgood not only with respect to what we call barbarous nations,



