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Some time ago, your ootem., pub-
lished li Toronto, raiscd the que-
tion as to, my right te sit, as a P. M.
lu Grand Lodge. I entertalned the
hope tiiat some one c1.se, who mig<,ht
be free fr-om t'hc imputation of havi ng
a personal lnterest lu flic settiement
of the question one way or- the other,
miglit respond to the query thon put.

Xnowing that the practice in every
Grand Lodge in the Dominion, outside
of the Province of Ontario, 13 against
discriminating betwcen those who
have regularly passed flic OIir in
oue juridiction and those who bave
so pasced lu a-ny other, se far as con-
cerns any riglits oi' privi*leg,,es. con-,
fcrred upon Past Masters as a class;
ana irnowing that th1-e language of the
Constitution of thù Grand Lodge of-
Canada, setting forth the ranki of
officers ana mombers of the Grand
Lodge, to wit:-"«Thc Masters, Pa'st
Masters, and Senior and Junior
Wardens of warrauted lodgcs, l the
ordler of the numbers of their respc-
tive lodge -rnts", shahl talle rAnl
imnmedlatcly after the officers eniuner-
ated,unless yonread bet*eenthe linos,
lu thec light of a certain dlecision of
the Grand Master, cannot ho inter-
preteil as indicating a practice differ-
cnt from that of ail the other Grând
Lodges lu the Dominion. I dlid not
imagine that the inxpiied exclusion
from the class of Past Masters, to
whom certain riglits ln District and
Grand *Lodge arc assigned, of al
those -who have passed the, chair in
another jurisdiction but have not pi-
sided for a Mui term as W. M. of a
Lod-e holding under the Grand Lodge
of Canaa, which the query of your
-cotem. contained, vouid bc 80 gener-
aily greetedl wlth the phrase Cela. va
.sans dire.

That the wa.y may ho clearod for
a discussion of thue subject frc f-om,
flhc introduction of limiting personal-

ities ana individualism permit me to
dispose flrst of the personal reference
to myseif in the query put by a cor-
respondent li the organ which yonr
Toronto confrere publishes in the
interest,<of soene of tlie craft.

1 would gently hlmt that to confine
the scope of his vision tr what l.s
being donc in the District of Toronto,
or even li the Grand Lodge of Cana-
dla or elsewbere, but only to-day,
is- not the course likely to conduce to s,
just conception of the universality of
Masonry.

Whule I lay no claùn to greatness
or distinction as a worr.r in the
Masonic ciuarry, stili xny wor- lias
passed inspection and obtained ap-
proval among thoso -who have toiledl
in la3rlng the foundations of nore thau
one Grand Lodge on this continent;
There-*are some, even among those
Who do not Sound the trumpet (or any
other loud tono of a pers67zal organ)
before them, not to Icnow, or have
hieardl of whom, neveztheless, implies
that -where . they unostentatiously
wrought you were yourself unlInown.
*After having served for: several

years as Grand Chaplain of Nova
Scotia I dedlined re-noinination wheu
the un-Masonic spirit of denomina-
tionalism was introduced. and the
onerous duties of the office were pro-
posed to be assigne to several breth-
ren, who, when the craft was assaileil
by representatives in their different
donominations, were too cowardly to
openly identify themselves with their
Masonic brethren. 1 was unanimons-
ly clected one of the Grand Wardens,
and hadi i not*ieft the province i ha&i
every reason to expect that thec breth-
ren, wnith whom I had labored lu en-
deavoring to advance the interest of
the craft and remove old causes of
divtision and strife, would have shewn
their confidence lu me by assigning
me more work- than sucli an office
entailed. Rernoving to Ontario, on
receiving a cail to, St. Andrew's
*church, Stratford, I dia not at once
sever my connection -with thec raît, in
~Nova Scotia. I -,lsitedl the Grand.


