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I What did you wvant ? " said he.
"A momnent's conversation with you, Mr. Nigpore," I replied.

First shot fi.ed ! a buill's.ye to me! I saw him wince as I uttered his
name•

IYou are mistaken," he said, hurriedly; " I am not the person you
take me to bc ; perhaps it will be better if we spoke togother hi private ?"

CCIt is Most essential," I replied.
"My love wvill you retire for a fe- inonens ?" said Mr. Nagpore to

tle, lady, pointing to the door of the little roon; " this gentleman and
I have business together."

miss Bella Mortimer rose, looking very flurious, and swept fron the
room.

I rememnbered the last occasion on which I had :en fier; wheii we had
a very pleasant waltz together at Weippert's, and was imueh arused.

No sooner had the door closed bohid lier than Mr. Nagpore turned
fiercely upon me. " dema. 1, sir, to khow the meaning of this espion-

zage ! Yoi think I do no tknc -you, but Irecognize your face perfectly.
You have lodgings at Tatham's, the market-gardeer, imediately

opposite my bouse, for the last few months. Yo are, I presuime, a de-
tective, or some one in the emniploy ofa privale inquiry office. Be frank,
and tell nie what is your object."

"To induce yo to give your consent to ny friend Piers Bulteel's,
marriage with your nioce," I replied.

I have no sucl power ci position as yeu have ascribed to me."
But I think I an strong enougli to bring about what I want."

Mr. Nagpore looked at me keenily-" And theic means which yen could
use for the purpose arc-"

"Merely the explanation to the clients of Mr. Nagpore, of Wcst-
minster, and the friends of Mr. Nagpore, of Hampstead, of the imanner
in which that esteened gentleman passes some of his leisure time."

Mr. Nagpore ceeks grew scarlet. "Do yon mean te say," he ex-
claimed, " that you dare to trade on sucli a pretence as that? Don't
think that Iam weak enoughi to be ensnared ini such a pit-fall. That
lady who has just loft the room is my ward, the daughter of one of iy
oldest friends, who, dyiig, entrusted lier to my guardianship. Do yeu
hear, sir?"

"Perfectly, Mr. Nagpore, aund I an delighted to hear what you say ;
there will be no difficulty to bring in a few eommon friends;"

. Who may lthey bc?"
"Oh, only the rector and churchwardons of St. Asaph's Iampstead,

who have come down here w-ith the school-children, to give them a treat
of fresh air on the river, for a few heurs. The excursion was arranged
after you started for Leeds, and I have come on in advace to prepare-
the feast of tea and buns for the children, in the garden of this hotel."

" The rector of St. Asaph's and the churchwardens, and the children
come down bere! Good heavens, I an lest !" cried Mr. Nagpore.

"Not at ail," I replied; "they will only be too delighted to find yo
have not gone to Leeds, that you are here to help them in the harmless
gaity, and to make the acquaintance of so charming a lady as your
ward, Miss-Miss, shall I say Mortiner ?"

Ail the blood forsook Mr. Nagpore's cheeks as I said thçse last words,
and he a'vanced towards me with outstretched, trembling hands.

You are the master of the position," said he, "and yon know perfectly
well that the expose with which you threaten me would be my social
ruin. Yo still liold to the terms you originally propose ?"
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