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AN EASTERN. SCENE.

promised himself to study the Christian creed
and records, but never found time to tulfil his
promise. He was put tc death-amid the disasters
which soon fell upon:Palmyra; but in his death he
still held firmly to his ideas regarding the immor-
tality of man. What a pity he had not the privilege
of Christianity which would have suited -him.so
well!l \What a flood of light would have been let
in upon his noble mind by the authoritative declar-
ations of revealed truth,—*I am the resurrection
and thelife, saith the Lord. He that.believeth on
me, though he were dead, yet-shall he live,”

On reading the records of those early days oneis
struck. with the strange-mingling among the peo-
ple of excellent refinement of thought together
with mental brutality. The former is seeti.in the
many and-unmistakable signs of a high civilization
and in the knowlédge possessed of literary and
scientific subjects, and the latter in the passion for
shows and the terrible power placed in the hands
of.the master-over the slave. Men of .the highest
refinement of mind and feelings, ladies modest and
retiring, full of ordinary feminine compassion and
sympathy for the distressed seémed not only-con-
tent bnt even eager to attend the shows of the
amphitheéater and witness continued scenes -of
-cruelty and bloodshed,—wild beasts contending
with one .another in. savage -fight, and gladiators,
short sword in hand, butchering their fellow crea.
tures. By what process of reasoning was the
cultured mind led to enjoy such distressing and
sanguinary scenes ? Mr. Ware thus represents the
statement of the case on the part of a4 scholarly
and refined gentleman of the day :—

] see in it,” he says, **so-faras the heasts -are
concerned, but.a lawful source of pleasure, JIf
they tore not one another in pieces -for our enter-

tainment they would still do it for their own,. in
their native forésts, and if it must be done, it were
a pily none enjoyed it. Such exhibitions help to
render men insensible to danger, suffering and
Jeath ; and as we dre so often called upon to fight
each other, and-die in deferice of our liberties, it
seemsto me that we aré in need of some such in-
itiatory process in the art of séeing bloodshed un.
moved and of some lessons which shall diminish
our love an(,i regard for life. As for the gladiators
they are wretches who aré better dead than alive,
and to die in the excitément of a corabat is not
werse,. perhaps, than to expire through the slow
and lingering assaults of a painful disease. It is
all honorable fighting and honorable killing, What,
moreover, shall be done to entertain the people?
We must feed then with some such spéctacles, or
I verily think they would turn-upon each other for
amusement in civil broil and slaughter.t”

How easily can éven a well trained mind arrive
at a false and pernicious ¢onclusion.! Jt was the
same with slavery. Young men in theheat of pas-
sion thought nothing of striking a slave dead on
the spot, even in the presence of ladies, leavingthe
poor wretch unpitied-to welter-ih his.gore.

At such i.time as.this (the ‘middle of the third
century), in Palinyra,.and, indéed, all the cities of
the old world, the voice of Christianity had made
itself firmly and distinctly heard, Tt-was.the topic
of conversation in all circles of society ; it was
preached on thestrests and in publi¢ halls, Allthe
cruelties and xbusés of society were denounced.
Something tangible was held before thitsty souls as
to the life beyond the gravé. It cameto a people
who had-gained all they could gain_from their own
resources of wealth, refinement (as it was thén un-
derstood) and mental calture,~—it came as a voice



