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It is fic imconsciois life of the teacher that produces tl most matic training in the art of teaching. The great value of profes-
lasting impressions. "Ile coinuiinicates to lis pupils a large sional training iad becn clearly shown in the generally suporior
auount of hinself-of his own spirit, of his own character, of his teaching and Management of those who hlad graduated at the
on life." Dead himself, lhe conumunicates death. H drage his Normal Schools, and from al] parts of the country came a demand
pupils througli a dull and dreary routine, " druagging their minds for trainaed teachers. The existing Normal Schools could iot meet
witlh unliprofitable facts-making themi read and commit to menmory the demîand ; the requisite nber of additional ormanl Schools
without once introducing themi into living contact with the could not to establislhed without an enormous expenditure,
tlouiglts,"-withouit once touching the moral nature, or arousinag which cuir peuple, wvithl all their liberality in maatters of education,
the inatellect to activity I ani sure, no truc tacher vill take would have been, perhaps, unwilling to sanction. It becamao nîeees-
the ow ground that , anything will do for the ordimary public sary, therefore, tu devise a more simple and less expensive sciemo
schol,' and that, especially, ic attaiimîents represented hy a to enable teachers to acquire a certain ainourmt of professional know.
third-ci aess certificate arc suflicient for lis work. And I venture to ledge and intelligent experience. The systeim of Couinty Model
express the opinioi that nu truc friund of educa ton wail be found Schools was accordingly established, and it at once met vitht a large
advocating principles or supporting a policy whose permanent tri- menasuro of popular favor. These schools are, in eflect, *iexpen-
uipli wiould simite the country with a lasting curse. sive Coiunty Normal Sciools-certainîly not capable of doing all

(b) Scliolarshiip alone as not suîflicient to imîake a true teacher. A that we have a riglht te expect of a fully equipped training collego
iman mxay know mauclh of mathematics, science, literature-ths iii iin- -yet able te do, and, I hesitate not to say, actually doing a work
dispeaisable. But to be a successful teacher, there is a co-ordmate which will tell with powerful influence l the public schools. I de
qualification-he iaist know how to organize, how to govern, how not say that they are yet all that they ought te b ; I do net say
to teach, in short, how to cduacatc, anid therefore a secoI grcat that the Normal Slhools are doing all thcy ouglt to do;- thoro is,
reforim is that which maakes further) provision for the professionaal without doubt, roon for improvenent in both these classes of
traaniny of tcuchers. Wlein we speak of profeszional training, we schools. But Isav that both aîredoiingagreatand noble work, and
iiply that there is a Science of Education. That there is suelh a that the moral an'd intellectual influence of the traincd teachers
science lias beei imaintaiaied by soie, denied by others. Mr. they send forth wvill tell with incalculable effect on the rising
Lowe, for instance, ridiculed the proposal te establishl a " Chair of generation.
Educatioii" in the University of EdIinburglh, hecauîse, as lie Tho time at my disposal prevents more than a brief reference te
asserted, there is ne science of edication. But it appears to tae1 the subject of Teachers' Institutes. They are, when properly con-
that the proposition requires little more than te be fairly stated in. ducted, a most valuable auxiliary to normal and model school train-
order to commaiand assent. Are the conscious efforts of the teacher ing. They are, on the whole, well conducted in Ontario, as I have
'o develop the mental activities of lis jupils mere crude experi- had ample opportunity of witnessing. Tlhcirsuccess depends large-
ments, kaowing no law, or order, or definîite aimi Education is, ly on the Public School Inspectera. And I have pleasuro in
or ouglt te be, no more a series of hap-hazard experiments than, publicly stating muy bolief that the ability, energy and cariestness
for instance, inedicine. Instruction, 1 suppose, is an art ; but as -not te say entlusiasmr-wlich cliaracterize the great najority
an art it is tlic application of systeiatic priiciples derived from of our inspectors, are nowlerc more clearly seen than in the
investigations of tlhe lws of ieintal action. Education and imedicinio successful workiing of these valuabln agencies in our educational
are botlh practised as arts; but they are equally the practical appli- work.
cation of general principles-the one being, ve may say, an applied (2) IN TUE SECOND PLACE, in order that the objects of national edu-
physiology, the other an applied psychology. Without, liowever, cation may b as fully as possible attained, a jutdiciotus course of
entering tpon a full discussion of the question, it is enough te say sifyil is of paramouint importance. Whiat the extent of such a course
that there are certain laws regulating the activities of the humanan sloild bu, and wlat subjects it should embrace, are questions that
mind-that soie of the most important of tliese laws have been have been widely discussed and variously answered according to
discovered and applied in educationi -aid that a knîowledge of the views held of the aian and escopo of popular education. If its
them reveals right miiethods of instruction, and guides the object is to put the pupil ini ieclanical possession of the barest ele-
teacher in the work of true education. It follows that all teachers monts that nay assist him in making a livolihood, the course ,will
slouild be thoroughly faniliar with the principles of education, be a narrow one, consisting of but three subjects, reading, writing,
and as far as possible skalled n their application. For, as we and the clemients of arithmetic-since, on the utilitarian thecory,
lave quacks in inedicine, se we have empirics in education ; and these are the " lcowledges " that are of most worth, and the only
if the comunuiîaty is to be protected against the former, how much ones that the common citizen requ.ires. But, as lias been already
more against ftle latter i If wve have a salutary dread of those said, the aimu of Primary education is net confined to this ; the
wlo maay kill, or maim, or enfeeble the body, with wiiat feelings child is to b cducatcd; lie is te be Lreated as an intelligent being,
should ve regard those who have a sinilar treatient for the soul Î whose wonderful activities, se far as certain limitations of urie and

The absolute imnp'rtance of profesionil traimng for teachers circunstances allow, are te be arouscd and strenigthened. No
lias been all but uniiversally ack-iowledged. The ablest statesinen doubt, iuseful knîowledgo is to b imparted, but in suclh a way as ta
in every civilized country vhicha lias undertaken the education of influence life and character. Froin a low view of the aim of edu-
the niasses at the public expense, have used all efforts te establish cation, the child's whole nature iay be grievously wronged by the
institutions te supply suichi training. In 1875 there werc in mueagre programme and the blundering teacher. On the other
Great Britain 38 Normal Schools, in France 8G, and in band, subject te truly educating influences in the impartation of
Germcany 174. Our first Normal School was establislhed in 1847, even elementary knowledge, lis plastic mind may receive impres-
and unquestionably lias exercised a powerful influence on the sions which shall outlive the roighi battle of his humble lifo, re-
educatioin of the country. But during the carlier years of its exis- acting on the family and all the social forces.
tence its chief work was-not to give its students that profes- Assuming, then, thiat the higher view of popular education is the
sional training which it is the principal function of a Normal correct one, two things are te b kept in view in the arrangement
School to impart, but te prepare thein for passing the prescribed of a judicious course of study-the value of the subjects in discip-
literary examination. This was iunavoidable, inasmuch as there Lane' and their value as kntwcledge, or, in other words, practical util-
were but few schools in the Province that were at once casily ac- ity. Doubtless thera are subjects which are practically of little
cessible, and able te give the requisite literary training. But worth, though thoy may have a high value as instruments of dis-
the Higlh Schools have, in recent years, se greatly iimproved that cipline. But, for the purposes of Primary education, those should
they now can give the highest literary training that the teacher b selected which at once are valuablo in diacipline and practically
rnay require. Accordinagly a change becamo practicable, and was useful. This bas been donc in arranging the course for the Ontario
promptly made. Second-class teachers, whose training had occu- schools. Language, Eleomntary Mathematics, History and Geo-
pied ncarly all the tcaching power of the Normal Schools, must graphy, Elemxentary Science, Writing, Drawing and Music. All
now acquire the requisite scholarship and pass the prcscribed these are of high value, whother regarded as means of culture or
scholastic examination before entering these institutions, which sources of useful information. It will b admitted, aIso, that in
are thus placed in a position te discliarge with efficiency their the order of arrangement; in the number of subjects prescribed for
principal function, in imparting a sound kaenowledge of the princi- simultanecous instruction, in their subdivisions into grades-in a
pies o! education, and a large nicasure of practical skill in thei- ap- :degro of flexibility which leaves a reasonable latitude to both
plication. teacher and pupil--in all these essentials the new programme,

But something: further was rcquircd. It was found that about wlilo not abovo criticism, is a greit inprovenenton ta old. But
nin-tenths of ic teachers of the coiuitry lad recived no syste- can theso subjects, or the most of thom, bo taught in the


