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dren. Here is a fino field for the exorciso of educational, political
or social influcnce, come from whero it may, in order that the
people may be led back to their former and better way of thinking.

Beaatiful furniture for schools and lecturo rooms is being in-
ported iuto this Province from Ontario, and at rates, it is smd,
considorably lower than what similar articlos canbe produced for
amongst us.  This advantage we owe to Sonfederation, to the great
Intercolonial Railway, and to the rewmoval of all commercial
resfrictions among the anited Provinces.

The numerous friends of the Rev. Dr. Coster, prineipal of St
John Grammar Schiool, will hear with deep regret that he has been
laid aside for several weeks by severe illness from the active duties
of his profession. They will ulso, we are sure, unite with us n the
sincere und earnest hope that he may soon be restored to health
and strength, to take a fresh rtart in the career to which he has so
long and so fuithfully devoted himself.

The University of New Brunswick is this year in a very flourish-
ing condition. The attendunce is considerably in excess of the
average of recent years.  Its stafl of Professors as a whole will
cotpare favourably either for learning or ability with the staff of
any similar institution on the continent.  In all material appli-
ances also the college is remarkably well equipped, but partienlarly
in the department of Seience, over which Prof. Bailey has so long
and ably presided. On the 14th,inst., the students and their
invited friends held a conversuzione in the University, which all
accounts agree in describing as a marvel of refined enjoyment.
Reunmons ot this clevating character have not only the sanction of
the President, Dr. Jack, but are made to form a part of his en-
lightened administration. Long may he continue to fill his
responsible position with the dignity and success that have marked
his protracted connection with the institution.

BRITISH COLUMBIA.

From the Pacific Province we learn that the Cliristmas examina-
tions in the Public and High Schools in Victorin passed off salis-
factorily and well. Those of Nanzimo and New Westminster also
made a creditable showing. In tite outlying districts, so far as
heard from, the last school terin seems to have been a very success-
ful one. Since reopening on the 7th of January complaints have
been made respecting want of room in the new school building,
which a short time ago was considered by many to be quite beyond
the educationul requirements of Vietorin for years to come. In-
creased accommodation must now be devised.

The Principal of the Victoria Public School (Boys' Department),
C. C. McKenzie, M.A. Cuantab, was the recipient of a handsome
epergne from his senior class. The presentation at the close of the
Christmas examination was an interesting and profitable vccasion
to all concerned.

Cache Creek Boarding School is agein doing good work among
the isolated families of the iuterior. Iu that portiou of the coun-
try, proverbial for expensive living, the children’are collected to-
gether from hundreds of wiles of territory and boarded for about
eight dollars per month, which with the government appropriation
for teacher and matron cover the expenses of the establisbment.

Provision is now being made for more frequent and thorough
school inspection throughout the Province, and for several months
the Deputy Superintendent of Education will be employed in that
duty. Though the schools ave * few and far between,” yet reach-
ing them is no easy task. On Vancouver Island, some twenty ds-
tricts extend from Sooke to Camox, a distance of about 150 miles;
while on the Mainland, the mest remote of the twenty-five, namely,
Stun:t Lake, is nearly a thousand miles from the seat of Govern-
ment.

The Superintendent of Education returned on the 14th of Janu-
ary from a three months’ visit to the Eastern Provinces.

The sixth Annual Report on the schools of the Pacific Province,
bringing educational statistics up to 31st July, 1877, has just come
to hand. The number of children in attendance seems small
when compared with the school pupulation of the other Provinces;
still the gratifying fact is fully shown, that average attendance has

increased from 5843, in 18723, to 1,2104 in 1876-7. This increase | P

has been steadily guing on at the rate of 25 to 30 per cent. annually.
Children of school age now number nearly 3,000. Of these, 1,888
have attended the Public Schools more or less during the year.
Seventy-one teachers have been employed during the year, some of
them, howover, only for short periods. First-class A, 11; first-
class B, 12 ;—an increase of ten during the year; second-class A,
13 ; second-class B, 10; increase, two ; third-class A, 5 ; third-class
B, 4; increase, 4 ; temporary certificates, 4 ; not certificated, 9—a

decrease of four. "The great increase of first class toachers spoaks
well, not only for further efliciency in the schools, but for energy
and perseveranuce among those who are thus working up in the pro-
fession.  Salaries of teachers employed during the year amounted
to $36,314.98.  Some of these were pupil teachers at low salaries,
aml others held appointments for short periods. The average
salary is 8702.07 per annum ; $57.66 higher than last yoar. This
inerense is occasioned by the employment of a greater number of
cortifiecated teachers, and the salaries of High School masters beiny
brought in.  Highest amount now paid is 8125, and the lowest for
qualified teachers 50 per month.  For the year under considera-
tion, payments have been—one monthly salary, &125; four, 3100 ;
one, $90 ; two, $75; six, 270 ; thirteen, 860 ; one, §55 ; twenty,
&30 ; two (uncertificated). 840; and one junior teacher in Victoria,
$10.  The cost of each pupil attending school sume time during the
year was 822.68, for ench aonce of the average, $36. 'This includes
the High School in Victovia,  The per capita cost is 81.38 less on
the attendance, and $5.22 oa the average, than for the previous
year. [rregular attendance detracts very seriously from education-
al results.  This statistic for the Province is 374 per cont. More
than one-third, therefore, of all the energy put forth by teachers s
wasted, and that proportion of the school grant expended to no
purpuse.  The Superintendent gives teachers fair warning that
failures to pass pupils fur the High School will in the future be
considered proof of ineflicieney in 1mparting instruction. A tral
has been made of awarding scholarships to teachers in training.
This, however, has been discontinued, for the present, on account
of the expense. A discontinuance of the Gove rnment School Book
Depository is recommended, in order to avoid interfering with
legitimate trade. The Ontario series of school books are used, and
these are now sold by the booksellers at Eastern retail prices.
Establishment of School Libraries, following in the wake of Onta-
rio, is strongly recommended. Also evening schuol when practi-
cable. A paragraph is devoted to ¢ Cleanliness in Schuol Houses,”
and slovenly teachers get a hint to be more careful of their perso-
nal appearance. The value of Public School property has increased
from £12,000 in 1872, to 875,000 in 1877. Each of the
40 schonls in operation is reported on, mure or less favourably.
At the commencement of the present achool system in 1872 there
were but 14 schools in all.  Five new districts have been created
during the year covered by the report. Im dosing his general
report the Superintendant of Education siys:—* The review of
sciool work and school progress for the year is as satisfactory, and
perhaps more so than for any former period in our educational
history. By the establishment of a High School provision has been
made for intermediate instruction in Victuria ; but the fact wust
not be lost sight of that a similar institution must soon be in-
angurated in New Westminster. A Provincial University also will
speedily become a necessity if British Columbian youth are to be
fully prepared for the various avocations of life, without going to
other provinces and courtries for the purpose of graduating in arts,
law, and medicine.” Statistical Tables, Rules and Regulations,
Examination Papers, &c. &c., occupy Parts 11. and IIL. of the
Report. The most Western Province of the Dominion is evidently
doing everything possible to extend and improve educativnal
facilitivs ; which in districts so sparsely settled and sv far apart is
a task of great ditfculty, and one which involves no small expendi-

ture.
FOREIGN.

The State Teachers’ Association in Illinois approves of the co-
education of the sexes.

The preparatory department of the University of Minnesota is
to be abolished in June next.

At a convocation of the University of London in January o res-
olution admitting women to all the University degrees was passed
by a vote of 242 against 182.

In the State of New York it has been proposed to amend the
school law so that candidates for the office of trustee must pass av
exnlmination to show they are capable of filling the position pro-
erly.
1 g the United States the cost per head of education varies from
818.62 in Detroii, to $33.78 in San Francisco. In Boston it is
$31.40; in Chicago, $20.06; in New Orleans, $28.26, and in New
York, $29.88.

An organization to be called ““tL~ Tome Education Society " is
proposed in Milwaukee. It is to resemble in ita work the Beston
Society for the Encouragerent of Study, and is to benefit those
young men and women who have loft school and desire to continue
intellectual work.



