
WILEN THE COUNTY WAS A WILDERN£SS

the adjoining counties, no longer trusting to the promises of the white
inien appear to have faded away, probably to join their bretliren across
the lake.

By 1689 the fate of Newv France wvas lianging by a very sien-
der thread. The motlicrland wvas at war ii l-Zngland and the colonists
of Canada were terrorized by the raids of the bloodthirsty Iroquois.
Trade %vas paralyzed, the Englisli were gaining grotind in every direc-
tion, and the colony appeared to be doonmed. Ail cyes turned to Fron-
tenac as the one niati capable of coping with the situation. He wvas nowv
in bis seventieth year; but whien appealcd to by the King to assume
commnand again in tlue colony, lie consented. Que of the last acts of
Denonville ý%%as to ordcr the destruction of Fort Frontenac, wvhicli order
the lcu' Govertior souglit too late to colinteriand. It wvas disniantlcd
ani blown tip, to Ibe rebtilt again inii 696 by its founder, w'ho recognizcd
it.r strategîc position.

The century following the return of Frontenac to New Fr.alce wvas
a period frauglit uvitli events of ioimntous importance to Canada; but
otir local territory "'as far reinoved from the principal scenes of action,
nd we liasten on to a tinie wlhen our liistory begins to have a local
colour.

It nîay w~ell be asked uvliat transpired ini this part of the country
during tiiis long period of ncariy one lhundred years froni the capture of
thue Indians at Ganneiotis to the arrivai of the United Emlpire Loyalists.
That the traders and Indians frequently passed tlîis w'ay along the waters
o.f the Bay of Quinte there eau be no doubt. It is equally probable, in
fact almos;t certain, that the red mani traversed thiese townships i pur-
suit of gamie. camping in favourite spots perhiaps for wveeks at a tinie,
and returning again to the saine hiatilts in successive years; but nuo event
of hiistoric importance appears to hiave transpired N'ithin the liiniits oif
the cotnnty. Relics have been found in various parts of the county, but
not in sufficient quantities to justify the conclusion that at any timie
prior to tlic advent of the Loyalists had tiiere ever been a setteieit of
any consequence. Thie collection gatlîered by Mr. Walter Clark of
rtrnesttown and now in the possession of the Lennox and Addington
Uistorical Society consists oif sucli articles as nuiight, froin year to ycar.
bc lost or cast aside in the chase or carelessly left behlind whcen shifting
a teniporary camîp froin place to, place. Thuis excellent collection, the
only one in the cotunty worthv of the nanuie. consists of arrow-bcands,
axzes, pipes. spear hecads, pesties. and ornamntst,. the resuit of a syste-
iiatic searcli e\tcnding over a period of thirtv Years. With' comnulendable
pride and entlhusiasnu Mr. Clark, recounts Ilis e\periences iii gathering


