The Okanagan Valley

B Y
U UG )5
Ao A>

N the “early days''—the “days of "49”—the great rush to the gold-dig-
gings in California brough* a motley crowd to the western slopes.
of almost every nationality, class and creed, fought their way through
difficuities and dangers in their eageraess to get rich quickly: much
the way that they do today, only, perhaps, with less method. Shortly
after thic, in 1858, gold was discovered in the alluvial sands of the

Fraser and Thompson rivers, and again in 1863 the sa
feverish rush into Cariboo was repeated. This, so far, is a matter of his-
tory, but it is a tory full of import to those who travel over the same
ground today. Then it meant scant rations long eked out over a footwea ¥
ing trail, with not even a hut to shield the traveller from the weather: rail
roads were unknown, stage lines undreamed of, hotels, of a kind, few and
far apart. Nothing but hard work lay ahead of those intrepid 1
whom remain today—hard work, and, perhaps, gold.
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