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A hundred years after the grant to the Hudson'' Bay Company,
-one of their agents, Mr. Samuel Hearne, was commissioned to
examine the interlor. Between 1769 and 1772, that early explorer
-made journeys on foot and in canoes 1,000 miles westerly from,
the place of his departure on Hudson's Bay. He discovýrec1 Great
Slave Lake and other large lakes, and traceil thb Copperruine
River to its mouth.'

Exactly a hundred years ago, and in the year before the sad
end of on ' e of the most distinguished navigators aud discoverers,
Captain Cook touched at Nootka Sound, on the western coast of

Vancouver's Islan-d, claimed its -dis*covery, and remaining there a
few weeks he sailed alonom the coast to Behring Straits.
Aft-er an intermission of eleven years, Alexander Mackenzie, in

the service of the North West Fur Trading Copapaay, set o-ýit on an
impottant exploration Of the interior. Between 178flý and 1793,

that intrepid traveller discovered the great'nver which justly bears
his name, and followed, it to- the Aretie, Ocean. He ascended the

Peace River to its source, was the first civilised man to penetrate
the Rocky Mountains, and pass through to the Pacifie Coas This

traveller inscribed, in large characters on a rock by the side o Dean
Inlet, Alexander Mackenzie, from Canada -by land 22nd July,

1793.ly On the same day that Mackenzie painted that, mémérable
inscription by the side of the Pacifie, Captain Vancouver was pur-
suincr his - examination of the coast about two degrees further nortb.
A short time before Macienzie emergea from. thýé interior, Vancou-
ver hacl visited th6 spot where Mackenzie slept - but one night
within sound of the seâ. Thus these two distinguished travellers,
from opposite directions and engaged in totally clifférent pursuits,
discovered precisély the same place, and, by a remarkable coinci-

aence, all but met each other.
In 1806, Simon Fraser crossed the Rocky Mountains frora Canada,

and descended the great river of British Columbia which in his
honor'was named after -jhim. It was my good fortune many years

ago to read Fràsers original manuscript journal, then in the hands
of his spn. 1 have since witnessed the foaming rapids and boiling
whirlpools of that wildest of aR large rivers, and I cannot be sur-

prised that not màny have attempted, and still fewer have succeeded,
in following. in the wake of Simon Fraser from ibs source to its

mouth. Twenty-two 'years afterwards, however, Governor Sir
George Simpson made the daring attempt. In 1828 he stepped,
into a canoe at York Factory on Hudsons Bay, and stepped out of
the frail craft some time afterwards at the mouth of the River
Fraser, having in the interim. traversed the interior, and carriecl


