THE STALK BORER .

For the past three years com-
plaints of an injurious insect
boring in yarious farm and gar-
den crops have reached the en-
tomological laboratory at the
Agricultural College. Speei-
mens of the insect were receiv-
ed infesting potatoes, corn,
rhubarb and, in one case, a sug-
ar beet. A serious attempt to
study the pest was made in the
summer of 1915 with the result
that the identity of the insect
was discovered and the manner
of its work determined. The
great increase in the number of
gardens planted this year has
resulted in a like increase in
the numbers of this insect found
gardeng. Consequently a short
account of our findings may be
of intérest.

Food Plants

. In England, from which coun-
try this pest was apparently in-
troduced, it is known as the
potato stalk borer; but is also
known to attack dock, horse
tails and other plants. It has
been found boring in corn
stalks in Ontario. In addition
to these we have, as alr
stated, found it attacking rhu-
barb and sugar beet. The rhu-
barb plantation at the College
was severely injured two years
in succession and reports of ser-
ious injury to potatoes in Yar-
mouth and vicinity have reach-
ed us during the past few seai-
ons. This season its depreda-
tions, particularly to potatoes
and cord, appear to be serious

Life History

The insect winters as an egg
attached to couch grass or other
weeds and hatches early in'June
The young caterpillar makes its
way to the plait it is to attack
and bores into it and continues
boring in the middle of the stem
until it reaches full size in
about six or eight weeks later.
‘The full grown caterpillar is
about one and one half inches
long, strongly segmented,
pinkish in color and with a
cinnamon brown-head. The
larvae enter the ground
and transform to pupae,

about three weeks, when the
moth emerges. The eggs are

~ |then uﬁ in the situations de-

scribed and thelife cycle is com-
plete, The moths keep emerg-
ing during the greater part of
August and on into September.

Control

+ It is obvious from the fore-
going that nothing can be done
to combat the insect after it has
found its way inside the stalk,
for there it is protected from
any poison that might be ap-
plied. Only preventative meas-
ures, can, therefore, be used.
Land that is to be planted to
garden crops should be plough-
ed in the fall'and well cultivat-
ed to destroy any eggs that may
have been deposited. Plants
that are attacked should be
gathéred and destroyed and
clean culture practiced through
August and September so as to
give the insect no chance to de-
posit its eggs.

Do not hesitate to send speci-
mens if insects to the Agricul-
tural College for determination,
These will be promptly attend-
ed to and if possible, a remedy
will be prescribed.

W. H. BRITTAIN,
Provincial Entomologist

A huge eating competition
had been held by some brawny
sons of toil in a town in York-
shire, and one of the compet-
itors had succeeded in dispos-
ing of a leg of mutton, a plent-
iful supply of vegetables, and a
plum pudding, the whole wash-
ed down with copious draughts
of ale.

He was unanimously declar-
ed the winner and was being
triumphly escorted home
when he turned to his admirers,
and said: )

an, or she won’t gie me no dinn-
er! —Toronto Globe.

Doctor: “I have to report,

triplets.”
Politician: “Impossible! T'll
demand a‘recount.
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Use of Newéﬁpﬁf' Spac
culture as in All Other Lines of
Business

Boston Globe—A valuable suggestion was given the farmers
and gardeners who raise produce for the city markets in a
statement issued late yesterday by the sub-committee on Food
Production and Conservation of the Massachusetts Committee
| on Public Safety. This statement goes to show the value of
; advertising at the proper time and in the proper way, The
' statement says: :
| . “The power of advertising and its helpfulness to the far-
'mer and the gardener was never better demonstrated than it
‘wats i: Springﬂ?ld a few days ago in disposing of a surplus
output.

“Starting a prompt advertising campaign by advice of the
lHaman County Improvement League and the Hampden Coun-
ty Food Committee and making the housekcepers and house-
| wives familiar with the slogan, ‘Buy a peck of spinach,’ the
| wholesalers and retailers of Springfield not only brought about
the sale of 1,000 barrels of spinach, for which there seemed to
be no market, but they raised the retail price from 20 per cent
below cost of production to a price that permitted even a small
profit. The campaign in the end created an actual shortage of
supply in comparison with the proved demand — dealers ran
out of spinach.

Demand Stimulated

“The wholesale and the retail men; found the advertising
had so stimulated the household demand for spinach that the
1,000 barrel excess had been sold, additional amounts taken
and there were calls which could not be met because they did:
not have spinach to meet them. -

- “The average retail price obtained during that campaign
was $1.25 per barrel, against 80 cents per barrel when
‘the advertising campaign began. One Springfield firm sold 30
barrels of spinach more than in the week previous. The Spring-
field Public Market reported the sale of 76 %arrels of spinach, or
double the quantity sold the week before. The increased de-
| mand also enabled the growers to sell more cheaply, owing

grower thus disposed of five times his usual weekly amount.”

The statement goes on to say that “advertising in newspapers
has repeaterly proved its efficacy in informing housewives of
unusual supplies of desirable products and in stimulating their
interest in such produce or goods at a time when prices are

! duplicates numerous others of the kind.
Benefits of Advertising
ucts at moderate prices; dealers do a largely

increased business; producers are saved serious losses
enabled to make a profit. ongi ot
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ister of munitions in an interview today gives some reassuri
figures ‘in r:Fnd to the production of air craft. H: states tl{‘:t
thousands factories are manufacturing airplanes and that

The number of aircraft is now more than three times tha
and by the end of the year ‘woul untn
jof last April. The monthly output of _.’S,mm- o do::)}f been
more than doubled in 1917, and the present output would be re-
doubled before the end of December. The ministry’s airplane
programme, he added, was one of maximum production .

LONDON, July 11, via Reuter’s Ottawa Agency—The min- |5
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an artificial mik is being man-
ufactured which is said to be
both wholesome and inexpen-
sive, 80 that now the market is
not wholly dependent upon the
product of the cows.

The artificial . milk is made
from peanuts, soya beans, sug-
ar, water and mineral salts.
About 400 grains of potassiwm
phosphate or an equivalent of
sodium phosphate is dissolved
in two hundred pints of water
at 176 degrees fahrenheit. En-
ough sugar is aded to give 4.5

duct. Forty pounds of meal
prepared from the -nuts and
beans is stirred in.
The solution i boiled in a
steam-jacketed pan; then it i8
subjected to the operation of a
vaeuum pan, and, lastly, it is
treated with a culture of lactie
bacteria until the required acid-
ity is obtained. After it is pas-
teurized and cooled a small per-
centage of citric acid is added.
The milk produced may be
condensed and sold in cans, or
dried and powdered, or sold as
a liquid in bottles. The ad-
dition of nut fats ;dll give B;
certain proportion of cream.
using sufficient lactic bacteria
the product may be cultured to
give a table cream or a soured
mass for making cheese.—Pop-
ular Science Monthly.
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enlisted men have within the
last fortnight taken over six of
‘the great general field hospit-
als, releasing the English staff
for duty near the front. :

The War Cabinet has invit-
ed General Smuts, formerly the
South African commander, to
‘attend its meetings. during his
stay in this country. Chancell-
or Bonar Law told the House
of Commens to-day that this
action had been taken in order
to enable the Cabinet to avail
itself of the special military ex-
perience of General Smuts.

A statement calling attent-
jon to a shortage of medical
men on all the allied fronts
as well as in Britain itself was
issued in New York by Col. T.
H. Goodwin, medical officer
with the British Mission to the
United States, who is touring
the country to inspire the vol-
unteering of medical men for
service aboard. Col. Goodwin
seeks medical men in addition
to the 20,000 required by the
new American army.
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seription and a coalition gov-
esr;:amf Iam lll; tag'); of con-
ption myself. at does
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1is Wi young Loggie
wrote from France to his sister
He is a son of W. 8. e,
beral M. P.~ °

The father proved worthy of
the son. He 8 and voted
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for the Mlllur;”“ Service Bill

men from the trenches, or of
coalition Government or
winning the war, or of keeping
the people united, and if poss-
ible avoiding an election dur-
ing the acute stages stages war,
does not matter what the ques-
tion is—my right honorable
freind takes a road opposite to
the Government. I want to be
quite e:lndid fw I do not believe
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