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OF ST. MARKS.

The fall of the Campanile of St.
Mark’s in Venice, one ‘of the most
famous towers in the world, hds at-
tracted world-wide attention and
brought forth universal expressions
of regret.. It was a landmark not
only for the people of Venice, bt
for millions of travelers ‘who have
visited that city of architectural
wonders, entrancing waterways and
odd: customs. * From Venice newspap-
ers just received in Seattle Carlos E.
Arriola ‘has franslated for the Post-
Intelligencer. the following™ story of
the Campanile and -its destruction :

While somewhat austere and even
broken in its architectural unity the
Campanile shared with .some other
towers the universal admiration of
the cultured fraveler.

The Giralda of Seville, the Cam- |

panile of ngttc_), Ahe Tower ‘of Mag-
dalen Chapel, | were the typical par-
allel exaniples that occurred to every
traveled tourist who first entered the
great square of Venice and saw, in
the. nridst of -its bright sunlight, that
vast tower of St. Mark lifting itself
visibly forth from the level field of
chequered stones, while beyond it, as
you stood in the shadow -of _the

“Bogea di Piazza,” rose that vision |twenty feet high. This fell
of pillars and white domes, clustered
! low. pyramid-of celor,
gold,~opal, mother of pearl, and ala-
[ The

will |
seen, and it is| diffi-
cult, under the first shock of the sad
widings, to estimate our loss -in that
modern

in a long,

baster, which is St, Mark’'s. ‘

splendid contrast thus afforded |
never more be

stock of ~beauty which the

w s i write . P . Gy g
u:’ld h:,';\ mhen.ud‘ without/ 1abor | quisite decoration of Giotto's mas

and y oy fore- g

: v«\Thout pn(e, from ns_ fore- | terpiece at ' Florence takes it into
DOALS. sient S . as !
ar e ancient masons 'built as | qyite another category of art, and in

though they, knew that the spirit of

" their dream should outlast many

when-they werg building

:;hl,oggctt.a dei Procuratori, by S

|viri6, was_ buried in the debris. The |
{heap of“rubbish was as high “as the |
{royal palace. ’ ; :

No one was killeq, the architects |
having by great good fortune man-‘i
aged to clear-the piazza just before|
the collapse occurred, but several
people were injured. : :
The catastrophe created the great-
est sensation at Venice. The people
flocked fo-tlie square, which, however |
was occupied by troops, who prevent-
ed any one from entering. The may-
or and other officials and many citi- |
zens wept - when = they saw the - de-
struction. A very bitter feeling pre-

{vails against the experts, who are
ihlzimed for not”taking suitable -pre-
{ecautions at an earlier date.

CAUSE OF COLLAPSE j

| . It has ‘been ascertained that the
{collapse of the Campanile at Venice
was not caused by any subsidence of '
the Toundations; ~hut-through-its-hav-.
ling split at a point half way up,
| where it was struck by lightning in
| the year 1745 The tower was Sur-
{mounted by a bronze gilt-covered
;\\‘Ul)d(’ll statue of an angel,” about

-

down in
front of the central door of the
Church of St. Mark, but did not in-
jure it. The statue sank into the
ground, however.

In future tourists. who desire to see
something of what the Campanile of
St. Mark’s ‘was like must look at the
| severe outlines of the detached tower
| of San Lenone in Verona, for the ex

‘lelh,,the.se Jatter instances the tower

- 4 1g jar nearer the church than was the
reality that seemed firm-based enough | case in Venice

For the lost Cam

Fe g : T '
or eight hmmh- was, like Toraccio at Cremona | top ol the. whole structure was

centuries, on the sl}iﬂﬁhg soil of Ven- .. ths famous” Asinelli and Garisen
ice, their (‘ampamlefswod, and - it ' 40 Towers at Bologna, a civic monu
would, 1o doubt, haye long survived ', ..¢ perpetuating the attainment ol feet .(99 meters)

our generatiom, but: for the Superpos- 1, certain civic or tommung - dignity s B 7 S o

itions of the sixteenth century, which ' 4 placed near the chur’\% Eate b DISASTERS OF THE CAMPAN

never entered into
the first builders.

1885,
HOW 1T FELL.

the

corner

in ~ forbidding | ‘the possibility

e calculations of cause all sthe impeortant b_‘mld-mgx‘ of |
. ~ ithe city wrre grouped together in a

5 1;",“;:‘“":”? led tw‘_‘"‘*}‘?” feet oublic square. -In Ftaly there is hard-

mbl elg ' "‘ eh A 7" .Fower bdsc pruh-‘ i1y ‘a single instance of a tower form-={
S0y obe O the heaviest buildings in .0 an integral part of the design of |
Europe for its size, and its weight | . hurch. and £
s \GSt'lt_“med ";. 13,000 :ms‘ “jh““ ‘that the bells of the Campanille were
*‘lflll TIREICHR - MY 1tgct DaAGe & (‘m’- \not ‘originally. used  for ecclesiastical
jcal examination of its foundations in purposes, but as & means of calling

this, for.the reasor

the community together, either with

! their -hands to defend

Larms in

in which this bell

;:2:":‘?@:!&[;“5‘“50( :l;: l:;’;“:‘ ah)l“:‘ the Scheldt and the Po, as the “Rou
0SS ife that might' ., Gt Nl o
: vel’’ of Rouen called the citizens 1 top to serve as A weather vane

“Wwell have been considerable.
The act of falling lasted barely

gether to resist the invader, and the |
: “ = & peliry rang owt to summon the cit- |
minute. During the night a fssure In° o0 of Ghent :
the wall that had already been Ob- | .4 gryscels the bell-towers mean ail |
served had extended to an alarming A : <
fait 3G h Rl ® this. and more, for-they usually con
extent, ‘and while the architecls WeIe g i; the archives of the city in their

At Bruges, Ypre

about mak investigation in -
to make an investg massive hase.

% {he morning, the tower suddenty b
_gan to sway and then fell, down with o . = Lo S .
& terrific crash; ¥ iMark’s was the¢ Stern aund imposing

One cornev” of

Sansovino, was- injured, and

the royal palace,

{heauty of proporsion

fry subsided on to the neighborin& i the art-they knew.

piazzetta,

near the palate of the Doges was se-.

“¥iously demaged but-tbe latter
ing remains uninjured. The

One corner of the church | - 3 :
‘HIHT()R‘Y OF THE _l'_-\,\H’A\,\Il,l-

build~| - The famous structure was given to |
famous Comenico Moresini, head of the Ven- |

¢

X

{was saved

THE CAMPANILE TOWER.

}

gk - f their |
'd‘lthi'f:s_l “’:“lm“g,s 0‘; d":“f“‘r V\\‘(’l’t‘ | walls; to repress internal tumults, to  and the
hgockup ". 9“5”“ inal cracly, on elect magistrates, or for deliberation 'avaoid
3% facing the clock tower, i»nL{HP éﬂairh" of thé‘ &‘mmmni“‘t“lhh frebuiit o
which broke two small windows, and ' "The. LoweE
, the timely forethought of the prefect hung was a symbol of pewly-acquired | lightning
of independence and powef on the Seiné, |

wWas

The charm of the Campanile of St

i and strengih
i : . Its memories are-safe upen the can-.
~that containing the library bum1 b\ vases of Canaletto ;

R e SRS ‘ P :O are, enshrined in every. architectural
-azu eh‘d O'TVX °f mu_"f"km-[“?l“. b:; text-book ip the world, but the grace |.
stroyed. The framework of thg ¥ - its builders gave it .is tost. jorever |

its -proportions. |

anpso- |etian republic, in 1148.
illustrious patrician~th0ught L

This
of giving the Campanile to the great
Basilica. :

In._the year 885 Pietro Tribuno be-
ing the head of the republic (doge),
the foundation was begun, Fhe work
continued until the year 919, when it
came to a standstill," until under Mo-
rosini the work ‘was resumed. When
the-workmen were working almest at
the top -the great miracle is reported
to have happened. One of the work-
men, whose namé has not been hand-
ed down to us, fell from the top and
from instant death Dby
catehing miraeulously on:an over-
hanging timbefr—{rom where he was
rescued by his fellow artisans It is
said ‘that this 'workman believed his
life had been saved by St. Mark, to
whom he had invoked in that su-
preme moment ;

HOW 1T WAS BUILT.

The campanile was h;mltv entirely of
brick. The columns and arches were
of _stone

\bove this lofty base was the sup-
addedl in_ the sixteexth
consisting loggia

erstructure

¢entury, and of a

crowned by a not

square extinguisher, or spire, of a |pola, alone cost

very graceful {gether

height that rendered it serviceable as |

a landmark The walls were

|
meters at the base and 1:20 meters |ican Architect,
The square mass of [mous

towards the top

ILE
have been
that the mighty tower has

the course

Several

from time to time in of

brick was 14 meters on each side, { Bonti;
and 158 feet in height' to the top, “ln‘ foundations?oftheqfamous tower
jand this is ‘what l'nxn‘)‘s' the hl\\t‘l; From their .u»rt'ln!mln;al report, pub- ‘.__,.
part of the structure. The height. of | lished in 1885; we take the folowing: | &
- i S : ! —
the cell-like compartment above this|. The stone foundation of the .cam- | @
square tower was 26 feet [":Hxli\' rested on a double - layer of | g
The néxt addition above this was | 085, One TOW laid cro$swise ot the .;
another compartment 27 feet high other. These logs were found to be | &
yhove this was what they called- the +'* a periect tate of preservation. | ge—
pyramid, and this was @8 feet. The |Delow W1s Was the piling proper. | @
tri- | The piling directly under the founda- | @
angu.ar in shape and was 9% feet in tion was surrounded by an exlerior @.__-
height The total height was .284 | '*0CIN8 of pilés, at the:same “‘\t‘l.’-,
wholly separate from the foundatiops - —
-
e
-
-
| -
-
-
o~
-

centuries

[n 1328 it had to be repaired

In 1400 it was damaged in the in
terior by a fire, caused by
ing of fireworks in honor
of the Doge Michele [Steno

f the elec-

g 1 Llon
In 1417 it was ‘strock By lightning
part destroyed To

disasters

h’ppw-r
similay the top
f v\\.\zhlg engrayed in geld
1490 it was' again struck by
and parfly destroyed

rebuilt,

hut "
ou 3

In 1510 it was and

1.80 | Boston,

the disasters |
uffered |
{ Shaw has issued a circular regarding |

the burn- |

Was |

the

statue of an angel was placed on the

and 1657
In- 1743 the
capola was destroyed by Tightning

547, 1565

« 1 In 1490 the compartment coniain

It was again struek by lightning in

whele triangle-shaped

'ing the bells before it was destroyed

a diffegent shape thanm it

latex

& i

fmodeled on a grandex: and more beau

: stairs 'weré ¢o
| tinwed to the top ; Tormerly they ex:
only to the béll compartment

1805 the interior
< | tended
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had

After ihis aceident-it was! re- |

The tower _«-«‘mtai:dng 'th(‘ bl’n‘:‘ 1o -

>

-

with the triangle-shaped
50,000 ducats

[n 1885 Mr.. C. H. Blackhall,
together with the

Italian archifect,

and bearing
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