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By “Z.”

Both of them—Ilarge hefty subal-
terns of Australian infantry —waere
as chirpy as the proverbial cricket;
and twenty-four hours before _they

had been in the thick of it. The usual
story—an unexpected rifle grenalde,
a large mnoise, an ambulance train,
and at last, a cot in a Blighty ' hos-
pital.

“1t was good fun,” said one of
them. ‘“Fighting Not on your life
We don't call that fighting. It was
gsimply a case of supporting their
posts and scooping them in. We did
cne fairly big show, just our battal-
jon took aver three hundred prison-
erg, and a whole heap of machine
guns and trench mortars. But for the
most part we went out in small par-
ties—never more than a platoon—
and left our cards upon his strong
points. You wouldn’t have thouglt
much of their. strength by the time
we had finished with them.

“He was holding the line in a
sort of series of flortified shelM-holes
——eight or nine men with a ‘ma-
chine gun and a granatenwerfer. They
were pretty near us, too, in places.
The Hun haldn’t got his best troops
here, and they were ajcting mainly
on the defensive. Aftéer we had put
two or three successful stuntis across
him, he’d come over in forte and try
to get his own back; but, bless you,
he hadn’t an earthly! Over would
come his barrage as heavy as you
like, but his snaps or his shooting
must have been bald, for most of it
fell on his own posts. -He-had ohe
post wiith about .15 men 'on it just
about eighty yards from my ‘position,
and one morning when his gnnners
thought they were knocking me into
the middle of next week, I and my
men welre standing up in our trench
watching the fellows in his post go-
ing up fin the air lin sections.  That
didn’t scare us mulch,

“As for his attacks in force, they
were a sheer farce. He always came
in heavy mass formation, ~but his
men were wobbling and requiring as-
sistance from the rear before they
had gone fifty yards. Then we would
turn our machine gun onto them,
and down they’d go in their ‘hun-
dreds. It was altogether too mighty
simple.

“About the most woonderful thiing
about that sector to my mind was
the height of the crops in No Man's
Land. Why, we could go out recon-
noitring * in  broald daylight, and
get quite close up to his lines too.
1f he’d done the same thing we might
have had a stiffer time of lit; but
vou can take it from me that his
moral, thereabouts at any rate, has
just gone. He's got no stomach for
the one man stunts. He’ll come pn
whilg he’s’ being ‘driven from the,

rear, and while his pals are so close'}

about him that he couldn’t Tun away
if he wanted to; but the German of-
ficer who sent out one or two of his
own men on a lone patrol would be
just makiing a present of one or two
Huns to thie British. In all the tifme
I was on that sector I never saw a
Boche patrol out.

Minor. . Take.Two

“On the other hand, we had pa-
trols out .all the time. We pestered
that Bpche till he didn’t know. if ‘he
was on his head or an his heels. W+
collered his machine guns and his
grenade throwers. We bashed up his:
strong points, and showered indinect
fire on this carrying parties. If 'he
shoved his ‘head 'above the parapet:
we plugged him. Oh, believe me, he
didn't think it was @ very nice war!

“When I say I never saw a Ger-
man alone in No -Man’s Land, I'm
wrong. ‘There wag one. I heard a
noise in the crops just inside our
wire one ‘day, and .went out and eol~
lared a beefy Bavarian by the.scruff
of the nedk. He: wasn’t looking for:
trouble—what he wanted to do was
to give himself up. He told us all:we
wanted : to. know about our opposite
numbers.

“The biggest joke of the lot wa
his frenzied effort to get wire arot
his trenches. ‘Every time she put' a
vard up -we shelled it into the airi’
You see, wiith the high crops obser-
vation was & very simple matter. But
he had the wind up so sky high ﬂlat
he wasn’t going to_do without
of some- sort' 80 he rﬂ@ged npﬂ.s
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over finto his trench..

time and watching him - iat’ work

paring to assemble
everything else nicely :'tapped = out.

of Gerry himself: went right west.

that he’s not feeling _very secure
Why, if a ‘rabbit scurried or a
ridge irose outih No Man's ‘ﬁ
he’d send over ‘&l couple of dozen ﬂﬂe'
grenades, and let off enongh _fire-.
works to make a * Melbodurne ‘gala

that' we didn’t semd up any-Jights'a
all. That made him wonder what
we were up to.

‘“There’s one plain thing about 'it,
and that is that in“our sector of the
line, at any rate, he's not going to do
any good for hdmsdlf. Our trenches
are pretty near perfect, and his:are
Just”the opposite, Otir ‘éomthunica-
tiops-are first class, and we can.hold
Lon ~'there 'till the cows ¢ome -home.
And iif he wants to make any really
big attack he’ll.have to bring fresh
troops in to ‘do -it.

“We had some fine Scotch bovs
with us, and those Germans sure did
not love ‘the Kikiies much.” One rea-
son for that was a raid they tried to
make an a F:head - post -that -the
Scots were holding. As soon'as .the
barrage was -lifted those Socots got
out of 'the trench, and as soon > as:
the Hung were init down .they jump—,
ed on them and them tirussed: up |
and on their wayito the rear before
they knew what
without-a ghot b
next morning the Kilties stuok up a
notice board, ‘Send us some more.
But the Jerries weren’t having any
more. "’

INTO GERMANY
I hope before .this Wwdr ‘is done,
and we've suppressed- the frightful
Hun, our men wm ‘march on German’
§0il, and sundry t.reasuneid landmwrk,s

shoot up‘their houses and -their kirks}
and overturn -‘the whole blamed
works. They should he “given half a
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fence night on hxs own parapet We
dfg t shell that—we thiought -we
htn't to dlscowra.se Jhim any fur-
ther; but at night weé used to stroil|’
up to'the fencerand flop Mils’ bombs

“He didn’t understand a'bit of our
methods. of crawling outiin thé ‘day-

Once we spotted him_starting a big |
job -of camouflage on a road Just be-
hind'his line. He was eﬂdeg:ly pre~
humbers and laanich s’ rﬁaﬂy blig * a’t?-
tack'on us. As soon as'weé spotted it
we had observers 'out all 'day and
every day, and got map positions and

Then ‘when we:saw that he had about:
finished the .job we gave the tip .to
te gunners anid Gerry s camouflage—
together with quité a nfice Tittle 1ot

‘““Phe prisopers we took were. all
pretty well fed up. They seemed glad
to be taken; but iof course they were
not Germanys best troops. - Their T F | ?
clothes were good, and  they hadl,

'plenty 'of tobacco and bread, ‘but
fotherwise, we gathered, thelir sup- .
‘:plies were fairly infrequent and never GERMANS SUCCEED IN DECELV-
.very. free. They’'d all igot nerves—but
v;le tdi(ééll’lt walxlxt prisoners to. tell us
a en the enemy opposite u
spends all night in throwing up ﬂa;yxgs WESD. Avo Jonihiel MU NJoERE Jint TRoE
|and "wasting hiis ‘machine’ gun am-
 munition on nothing in particular,
you can pretty well depend upon it

night! I think #t used té annoy m 2

tro?ectot Gernmﬁ"
‘Fand general ‘meanness: “It was the
Bolé becasion, they say ofiwhiclk the

changce fo. _8ee. what deeds werci :
wrought in France, their cities madel;
an aching void, their sauerkraut fac-}
tories ‘destroyed; they ought to see|beix
the bomb. shells burst among “their}S¥
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GEN. SIR HENRY HORNE."

Drocourt-Queant switch line.

Commander of the 1st British Army| penetration by shells.
which “is ‘now before the -famous Had .the

| the description of one of our modern|
fighting ships. The Iron Duke, for
3 ite, which iS5 one ot our newest
yer-dreadnoughts.
‘ fonnage, .25,000; speed,
complement 900; armor-belt, 12' l
‘P.D. 2% in.; guns 12 in;; 0..T

This means t
belt on the outshi%e%’t lgle ‘hull
sists of twelve inchés of steel. whls

‘of the ship, and descends to some
‘depth below the water-Hne.

P.D. sdignifies . “protected deck.
This is a kind of turtle-back coyer-
ing the engines.: It'1§ 23 in. thick.
It is not so thick as:the:rest,-for.it
is so comstructed that the enemy's
shells will glance off it.

The guns—the. big 13 % in. guns—
are in turrets walled with 12 in.
steel, while the C.T.~—whieh is the
conning .tower, the-brain-of the ship
—has a similar protection.

Armor is' made of soft steel, the
surface of which “is” hardened by a
secret process, 80 that"it ' resists}

paie the same degree of:
hardness all through, it would erack:
| like glass under the enormous im-
petus. of .the projectile. “But as the

ING ESCAPED, PRISONERS.

Have_Reached Neutral Territory,
Say - C.nadia.ns Who Have Been
In Hunland — Other Examples
Given of Orllel German Humor.

OOORDING to some Canadian

" prisoners recently “escaped
“,from Hunland via Holland, a
fake frontier is the latest
Gérman contrivance for outwitting
our men who seek to make their get- |.
away .from..the horrors of life in;
Hun prison camps.

This barrier consists of a replica
of the formidable barbed wire and
electrically. ¢harged fence’ "which
has existed since the outbreak of
war along a large part.of the Hol-
land-Germany border line. The new
barrier, however, stands five miles
back .from tbe frontier, .well into
German territory. Fugitives, un-¥
‘warfied ef this trap, w %
 suppose that-once across the ttrands
of spikes and :mthy eharzep wire,’
they. were free, and, according:to re-
ports, more than'd few who had suc-
eessfully negotiated the  damgers ‘of:

breaking camp-and uum wedry

boundnry Night ‘is;, of co

| uBual ‘time Tor' attempting 6" eroaa‘ ;
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Btold, '~ materialistic = “méchanical
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'the slightest ‘degree of being hiint
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The new process for ng m:mor
is secret, but the metho whk:li
the Harveyized armor of our
ships’ .was produced is rqu;hly as
tollows
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