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MR CHAMBERLAIN AND CANADA.
| r st

What are Canadians doing to streng-
then the hands of Mr. Chamberlain, the
«Missionary of the empire,” the friend
of the colonies, in his magnificent fight
for a British trade preference? Canada
is s protectionist country; it has wheat
to sell, wheat lands to settle. The
British preference is exactly what it
wants. The people of Canada should
vise- to their opportunity. The ques-
‘tion is much too important to allow any
time to be lost in rallying to Mr, Cham-
berlain’s support. The defeat of the
anan from Birmingham would be a blow
%o Canada. This is an occasion upon
which our people can afford to sink
their party differences and unite in a
:truly national spirit for the godd of
«Canada and the empire.

e e

MR. CHAMBERLAIN AND THE UN-
ITED STATES.

As an international - educator, Mr.
«Chamberlain takes the first place. Since
e began his imperialistic campaign, 2
nrmber of United States public men
bave developed a surprising interest
gn Canada. They have found that there
are “two American lands of kindred
flcod and law,” and that “Canada is
our third best customer;” and they want
to fold the Dominion in the protecting
embrace of the Monroe doctrine. A few.
years ago we were bluntly and very fre-
quently told that full American citizen-
ship was the price of the privilege of
trading with the United States. If Mr.
4Chamberlain has done nothing else he
‘as already taught the people of the
“United States to respect both England
and Canada.

e e e

HONEST POLITICIANS,

“While the people are often apathetic
and careless in the exercise of their
selectoral prerogatives as the real rul-
ers of the province, they are never in-
different to a champion of sterling
fibre who takes the field as a deter-
mined and sincere crusader against
political immorality. History has again
and again exemplified the popularity
of such moral heroes. They have been
<arried on the resistless wave of public
acclaim to the highest places within
#the gift of the people. What the Can-
adian people especially detest is a
<coward or time-server or a trimmer.
What they admire more than anything
else and delight to honor is a man so
destitute of fear and so distinctly in-
imical to all manifestations of dis-
honesty as to make him the active foe
of every abuse that can vitiate popu-
lar government. There is never a mo-
ment when there is not a chance for
a strong, single-hearted man to achieve
distinctions by holding up for public
decency and insisting upon its practice
in the management of public affairs.

e e ———

HE POSSIBILITIES OF RADIUM.

The marvelous properties of radium
are now being investigated by scien-
tists in all countries. Their expectation
seems to be that experiments with the
mew chemical element will develop more
startling results than any yet reached.

M. Curie, who, led by his wife’s en-
thusiasm, first discovered radium and
succeeded in separating it from pitch-
blende, states in an interview in Me-
Clure’s magagine for November many
interesting facts developed by his later
experiments. He tells us that the mere
presence of a minute quantity of radium
in close proximity to animals will cause
gheir death. A number of caged mice
all died within fifteen days after a few
grains of radium were suspended in a
tlnyglautubeabovethemxetor.three
days. The result of similar experiments
with plants was the same; they all
died.

M. Danyez is quoted as saying that
all forms of life would be destroyed if
<xposed to the influence of radium in
sufficient quantities, He has no doubt
what “a kilogramme of radium would
ba sufficient to destroy the population

its influence.” In view of its lethal
power it is perhaps as well that the
one-eigth of a gramme of radium used
in’ experiments by the scientist George
F. Kunz at the American Museum of
Natural History is stated to have cost
$274, which is at the rate of $64,800 per
troy ounce.

Extremely interesting is M. Curie's
further discovery that a solution of
radium gives a violet or brownish tint
to a glass vessel containing it, this
tint being permanent unles the glass be
Leated red-hot—a  fact likely to prove
of importance in the eoloring of glass
and crystals and possibly gems. By
rodium also genuine diamonds may be

causes real stones to burst into a bril-
liant phosphorescence when it is brought
near to them in a dark room, while
false stones make no such response.
Frederick Soddy, a Canadian investi-
gator, is convinced that from radium a
gas can be devéloped of great efficiency
in the treatment of consumption. Prof.
Crookes, of England, declares that a
very minute quéntity of bromide of ra-
dium will kill the most malignant dis-
ease garms. And these are but a few
of the hinted possibilities which the
erperimentation with radiom, still in
its infancy, has furnished.

WESTERN CANADA AND
CHAMBERLAIN'S PLAN.
There can be no question that West-
ern Canada stands to benefit if Mr.
Chamberiain’s proposals are put into
effect. Fuller reports of Rhis several
speeches on the subject show that he
proposes to impose a duty, not ex-
ceeding two shillings per quarter, on
foreign corn, (wheat, oats and bar-
ley); a corresponding tax on flour; no
duty at all on Indian corn, and a duty
of about five per cent on foreign
meats (excluding bacon) and dairy
produce. From these duties colonial
products would be exempt and colo-
nial fruits and wines would alsc be
given a substantial preference.
It is needless to point out to the peo-
ple of the west the benefits of a prefer-

MR.

still be a very real
is now sold on frac-
tions of a cent, and an advantage of
from three to six cents per bushel
over foreign competitors would place
our farmers in an unassaflable posi-
tion. It would not necessarily mean
that our farmers would get from fhree
to six cents more than they otherwise
would have got, but it will mean that
the foreign farmer would have to take
from three to six cents less than the
Qanadian farmer got. The result
would be that Western Canada would
be the most desirable grain farming
district in the world, Our prairies
would fill up with a rapidity beyond
our present most sanguine expecta-
tions, and with increased population
and increased production would come
increased opportunities in every line
of business.

An advantage over foreign competi-
tors of five per cent in meat products
(except baecon) would mean to our
ranchers What the preference on grain
would mean to our grain farmers, and
every farmer with stock to sell would
benefit also and there would be great
encouragement to sell more stock. The
benefits to Western Canada would be
immense, and these benefits would be
secured, according to Mr. Chamber-
lain’s plan, at no sacrifice to the Brit-
ish consumer. It can be shown how
it is the wisest policy for Britain to
| encourage increased production in the
colonies, from the standpoint of lower
prices alone. But Mr. Chamberlain
would lessen the present duty on tea,
coffee, cocoa and sugar, to an amount
equal to the new duties ke would im-
pose, so that the British consumer
could not even suffer any immediate
and temporary burden.

—
THE POSTOFFICE AS A COLLECT-
‘IN'G AGENCY.
| ———————

An effort is being made to induce
postal authorities, to adopt a scheme
for utilizing the machinery of the post-
offices as agencies for delivering par-
cels and collecting the account there-
for, when marked C. O. D. The British
postmaster-general has been inter-
viewed on this subject, but he appears
to see insuperable objections to the
plan. It appears to be in use in Egypt
and some -other places. The idea is
for storekeepers to hand over to post-
masters parcels marked C. O. D, with
the amount to be paid for them mark-
ed thereon. Such parcels would be
registered at the receiving postoffice,
and the postman, on delivering them,
would collect this amount, receipt of
which would then be advised to the re-
celving office, and handed over to the
sender, on his paying & commission
for the service. It was suggested that
the insurance compenies might also
send renewal receipts, to be collected
by the postoffice.

The system would necessitate a new
department of the postoffce, with &
new set of postmen, as it would be im-

st houses and offices to have such

of Pacis, granting that they eame within

parcels examined, and eomplications

possible for the ordinary staff to walt,

would arise from such a plan. Post-
men entrusted with this duty would
be detained on their rounds; they
would, in many cases, have to bring
parcels back without the cash, after
the contents had been examined, ow-
mwmmmwunw
with the goods, or some misunder-
standing existing as to the charge. It
h‘vmdoubttulwhethunchapun
would work successfully.

o s ST

NEW ZEALAND'S PROBLEMS.

What the true condition of things
fs in New Zealand it is a little Qiffi-
cult at this distance to determine. The
emphatic and irrepressible Mr. Sed-
don says that everything is lovely.
Why should that not be the case with
s0 able a2 man at the head of affairs?
Yet we can hardly regard Mr. Seddon
as a wholly impartial witness. He has
taken so large a part in the legislation
of the colony that it is natural for
him to pronounce the results of his ac-
tivity very good.. If we may believe
him the trades are all in full activity;
men are satisfied with their wages;
peace and harmony prevail; agricul-
ture is flourishing and the population
is steadily increasing. What could we
want ‘more? Unfortunately another
story is told by a man who says he
has it direct from a number of New

Spokesman-Review has published with
such display.

c—m——ee————
A TECHNICAL INSTITUTE.

Drring the seven years from the passing
of the act to the latest returns (thise
of 1901) 'the imports had increased to
£11,817,915. The arbitration act may
not be entirely responsible for this re-
sult, but it is a significant fact that on
all articles manufactured in the colony,
.with one exception—beer—the importa-
tions have increased enormously since
the passing of the act.

MORE ENTERPRISE NECESSARY.

Times are too hard, the system of
taxation in this province is too mon-
strously inequitable, and we have the
wrofig type of men at the head of affairs
tv justify any expenditure of publie
money beyond our actual needs for &

year or two, but as soon as we can
possibly afford it British Columbia

should establish a thoroughly first class
technical institute where the rising gen-
eration can learn how to make itself
useful in channels other than law, med-
icine and the like.

The marvelous resources of the prov-
ince demand that our people shall be
taught how to develop them as engin-
eers and mechanics, It is the unques-
tionable duty of the government to pro-
vide means for an education by which
the diversified native wealth with which
wa are blessed may be utilized to the
best advantage. There has been some
talk of the need of establishing a un-
iversity of learning on the usual lines
but we hope that it will not be seriously
considered until after we have gained
the benefits of a technical institute.

This province stands in greater need
of first ¢lass mechanics than of lawyers
o~ doctors. We are surrounded by un-
limited opportunities for the mainten-

Rosslanders who are interested in
promising but unworked mining
ground in this camp should display
more enterprise in their attempts to
bring about a resumption of active
development. There are several ways
of accomplishing the desired result.
Reorganization on an assessment basis
as low as a mill a month per share
would be sufficlent to place several
properties on the regular shipping list,
insure funds for extensive development
and at the same time be no great
strain on their finances, We honestly
believe that much good can be ac-
complished by a plan of this kind.
There is also another plan of reorgan-
ization that would undoubtedly allow
present owners to get some action on
their holdings, and that is to give a
very substantial share of the prop-
erty to anyone who would do a rea-
sonable amount of development work.

Zealand workmen who were emigrat-
ing to Australia. These said that the

there was no chance for any man to
rise out of the ruck of labor. There
was a minimum wage fixed, and it
turned out to be the maximum wage;
nobody got any more. The legislation
of the last ten years, they said, “meant
putting the energetic, thrifty man on
a level with the lazy and thriftless.”
The idea of the socialist is to muzzle
the employer of labor; but there is
reason to fear that in the end, if they
get their way, everybody will wear &
muzzle, and life be reduced to a mo-
notonous threadmill round. It  was
Zola, we think, who said that if soci-
alism once succeeded in establishing
itself the very dogs would howl for
misery.
————————

CONCERNING SOME LYING,

The Vancouver correspondent = guilty
of sending out the alarmist reports an-
ent the Le Roi mine at Rossland is
guilty of a heinous offense. Without
any knowledge of local conditions he
pamnts s picture in sombre hues - and
speculates on possibilities  of which he
cannot have any knowledge whatever.
Theuuh‘mmﬂywut,ontudb-
patch that will sell because of its sen-
sational features, a practice that is too
common on the Coast. Vancouver news-
paper. correspondents enlarged the Cam-
bcrne gold strikes into streets payed
with gold and hordes of miners fight-
ing for a chance to wash free gold on
thé main street which went $5 to the
pan; the same men pictured a trifilng
fall of rock at the upper end of Arrow
lakes into a frightful cataclysm that
skook the earth for a hundred mﬂu
about; the Frank disaster was tele-
graphed from ome end of America to
the other in terms that were So exag-
gerated as to bear but trifing resemn-
blance to the sctual facts. Now they
have started to picture the Le Roi as &
mine from which the “manager took all
the pay ore in September,” and the
skareholders as awaiting in frightened,
huddled dismay the advent of two dir-
ectors who recently examined the situa-
tion locally. The story is absolute rot,

Equally guilty with the wying corree-
pondents are newspapers publishing the
weird telegram. The offense is doubly
aggravated in the case of the Spokes-
man-Review, because that paper’s min-
ing reporters know that the report must
b: false. Rossland deserves better things
a* the hands of Spokane than that its
best known mine should thus be erit-

~Review is largely patron-

o N B BRI

reason they were leaving was' ‘that |

jeized by correspondents known to the

ance of different kinds of industries,
why, then, should we be dependent upon
outsiders to show us how to establieh
and operate them successfully?
Em———————

THE SOUTH AFRICAN PREFER-

This method also has merit, inasmuch
as it should result in making several
dividend payers of what is now prac-
tically valueless ground. Last but not
least are the benefits to be derived
from leasing to practical miners who
might be found willing to work the
property on a royalty. But it is not

The efforts that are being made DY {5 pe expected that any one of these
the Dominion government to m;me&«h can be brought into success-
for the products of Canada an entrance ' o, operation without a display of
to the market of South Africa on mom‘mu enterprise and a greater reason
advantageous conditions by the Pro-lgpieness in the matter of negotiations
posal of mutual tariff concessions are | y.n has been evident heretofore

commended by Montreal business| my.. i3 a noticeable falling off in

men. Among members of the board|¢pe
enterprise and “hustle”
of trade and others interested In this| so be such & I'h'g l“‘“‘“;g

trade, the move is looked upon as & .o
i - : Bossland. There are large
- -~ R 006, TF DRaitMS With property owners and x;o:';:::v men

the Cape has been growing rapidly|wn, gseem to have gone into a trance,
ever since the line of direct steam-|g, jngifterent are they as to the im
ships was put in commission. Charles |, ., vement of business conditions.

M. Kittson, South African represen-|.,y Rosslanders have been spoiled
tative of the Lake of the Woods Mill- |y ¢peir good fortune in the early days
ing company, who spent the last 8ix-|;¢ (po camp. They seem incapable of
teen months in that country, says that )¢ ‘15 efther hélp themselves or the
the bulk of the South African ﬂ°“”communuy'm which they I but
trade is now in the hands of Canadians, ‘mu- inertia is their onl; it
Australia is not in & position to export|yiocy  If they would only duﬁ
flour of a desired quality to South .. .. enterprise and activity on ;m-
mon sense lines, there can be no doubt
that their fortunes, as well as those
of the entire community, would quick-
ly experience substantial improvement.
gme————————

THE BUSINESS OF MINING.

always be an important country as re-
gards all food products.

About two years ago the Dominion
government subsidized & South Afri-
ca service, and the Allans, the Elder-
Dempster, and the Furness-Withy Co.
took up the work of supplying a
monthly service between Montreal and
South African ports in summer, and| .
St John and South Afri m‘;mm..km,uchnlaltblmy.nnthomploy-
The Allans recently dropped out, leav- ament of rare business judgment have
ing the service in the hands of m:urrlved. These conditions arise from
other two companies. At the begine the improved methods in processes in
sisg 5 great Goul of GMbatiafection] PUONSS stis, from the pid cHmews
was expressed by the companies over that have evolved a better and higher
(hemannzrlnwﬂchthelrlhlp-wer.c“-‘“mmtobﬂngmululnd
detained at the different South Afri- the crowding to the wall of that class
can ports, owing to poor facilities. It of persons who look upon mining as the
appears, however, that an improve- one branch of commerce that could be
ment has been made, so that now & usged to cover plans that could not stand
Wieamier. can smake the trip within & thekhtdhcpecﬁom The business of

. '| mining calls for men of scientific at-
tzinments and acquirements, those pos-
segsing an understanding of the best
'an@ mést practical methods of applying

(heir knowledge. The opinion long ex-
isting that mining is but one gigantic
gamble is no longer tenable.

No branch of business calls for a
greater amount of skill from the skilled
mechanic to the man who hits the drill
No business pays larger and better
wages, and none is as remunerative to
the sober and industrious. The average
bank manager does not rank in compen-
sation with the manager of developed
properties, while foremen and assayers
earn per day more than any bank elerk
could think of being paid. With the ex-
pansion of the business, demand is
greater for those poesessing talent, and
no class of business offers as rare oppor
tunity for advancement as does that of
mining, as mining no longer is a ro-
mantic dream.
Hxaggeration is not needed in min-
ing, for if a prospector has a property
that is developed and shows value and
possesses virtue, the truth about ‘his
ledge is sufficient. Capital will find
the commercial worth, as talent of a
high order is employed to make exam-
fnations. A prospector may delude him-
self into thinking that his riches run
into billions, but the cold mathematical
problem of & trained expert whemn ap-
plied to the property will bring the
real conditions into prominence. Hence
it becomes necessary for owners to dev-
elop to a greater depth, as this is what
the intelligent investor demands. Cap-
ital today is seeking good properties,
but it is not contracting with the enthu-
siast or the boomer, who sees through
glasses colored by his own conceptions
of wealth that the ground possibly may
centain,

To be able to calculate the value of
a mining property, as one would deter-

to be moved on a rail-

With the present legitimate basis up-
on which mining is founded, there is no
longer need for methods to carry on the
business that border on the shores of
chariatanism. The days that ecall for

of the Empire.
e

ARBITRATION IN NEW ZEALAND.

Compulsory arbitration was first ad-
opted by New Zealaud in 1894, and since
then the law has been several times
 amended. The law provides first for a
Board of Conciliation, which endeav-
ora to settle the disputes by arbitration.

ties. The rate of wages and the gea-

must be judged individually, for no two
are allke. While tonnage may be esti-
mated in many cases accurately, values
are not so easily fixed. There are com-
mercial risks in mining which cannot
be accurately measured, any more than
in manufacturing. Labor cost may
change, freight and smelter charges
may alter, copper, silver and lead prices
vary, supplies fluctuate in price, floods
and fires and cares may come. All
these are risks.

Geographically one may say that the
chances are an ore body will continue.
But no one can accurately say what its
value will be. In mining there is a
profit of 300 per cent, with 35 per cent
failures; while manufacturing ranges
from 10 to 25 per cent profit, with fail-
ures of 85 per cent.

Low grade properties are the best
money makers. They necessitate large
capital for operating, but they are sure.
Investors are looking for properties »i
this kind and not for mines carrying
narrow seams of high grade ore. Low
grade mines, as a rule, are more satis-
factory and yield, in the aggregate,
much larger returns.

CANADA AND THE NAVY.

5 |

The British navy is the Empire's
best guarantee of peace and the moral
and physical protection of British trade
routes the seas over. Canade benefits
greatly from this marvelous organiza-
tion for the security of the Empire's
commerce. The protection which this

armament affords for the trade of
Canada weé could not obtain by the
expenditure of tens of millions of
money, and surely a few Canadian
battleships would be but a contemp-
tible substitute. Besides, if we should
frankly recognize the value of the
British navy to Canedian commerce,
and vote a direct contribution to the
admiralty, we should only admit that
by no other means could we obtain as
cheap and as efficient means of de-
fense and protection. Our contribution
would not be exacted as Imperial tri-
bute. It would be voted by the Can-
adian parliament, ‘acting within its
own sovereign domain, and in simple
fidelity to Canadian interests. Nothing
that the Canadian parliament may do
of its own motion can constitute an
infringement upon our political liber-
ties or limit our lights of self-govern-
ment.

THE VANCOUVER ELECTION.
P Y

For a bye-election, the people of
Footenay, and particularly Rossland,
a1« taking an extraordinary interest
in the contest mow '‘on in Vancouver
City. The reason for this is not diffi-
cult to find. The upper country is
due to enjoy in the near future an eri
ot great prosperity if the province be
blessed with a eapable and stable gov-
ernment before the end of the present
winter. The oppdrtunity for a capable

‘snd stable government hinges upon

this election. The success of Hon.
Charles Wilson means the @ndefinite
continuance of the McBride govern-
went in power by a majority of one.
The defeat of Mr. Wilson means the
defeat of the government and a con-
scquent surcease from any uncertainty
as to stable conditions and general
prosperity. Mr. McBride would then
be compelled to resign without delay
and the lieutenant-governor wou'd
have no other alternative than to call
upen J. A.- Macdonald to form a gov-
erzment and proceed with a general
election. The result of that election
is a foregone conclusion. Mr. Mac-
dczald would sweep the country and
meet the next legislature with a maj-
ority of from ten to fifteen. This is a
¢ispassionate estimate and not born of
ary false hopes. It is a fofegone con-
clusion to anybody who will take the
trcuble to etudy the situation. McBride
snd his crowd are utterly discredited.
His treachery to his friends on the
Island as well as the Mainland; his
stepidity and general incompetency,
and his vicious disregard for the wel-
fare of the masses have combined to
lose him thousands of friends in the
last three months. On the other hand,
Mr, Macdonald has proven himself
eminently qualified to lead his party
and head a government. He is sound
on every important question, he s
steady and  deliberate and not
prone to indulge in experimental
legislation. He has a frm and
correct grasp of the state of affairs
and has the braing and determination
tu meet the requirements of the sit-
uation. If Vancouver is true to itself
and the balance of the province it will
elect Mr. Stuart. The defeat of Mr.
Wilson will put & very large amount of
money in circulation in various parts
of the province which would directly
benefit the people of the Terminal City,
but should he be elected it is safe to
say that business conditions generally
will get worse rather than improve.
e—————

United States manufacturers have
begun dumping their goods at slaugh-
ter prices throughout Canads, so Can-
adian manufacturers say. They do ot
like this any more than some of Mr.

Chamberlain’s supporters like it In
Britaln, who would save their own
country, for thelr owa pedple ..,
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