
IV * * T II K HUAI X II MOW K N H’ H II l>K January II. 1*11

Let Us, The People of the West,
Build, Own, and Operate a Hudson s Bay Railway
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The Hudson's Bay company eraml off 
settlement from the North-West Territor
ies for many years to protect its fur 
trade, by misrepresenting the climatic 
and mil conditions of that great fertile 
land. In* the same way and for similar 
reasons, the conditions surrounding the 
navigation of this great Hudson Sea and 
Straits, have been described with a 
wealth of imaginary terrors hy the great 
financial institutions whose vested inter
ests are imperilled by the opening up of

The Financial Difficult!»»
As has been stated above, the building 

of a road to the Bay and the development 
of the harbors thereon, would not l*c 
found to be a very costly undertaking. 
One engineer has staled that $*.000.00 
per mile would construct the road, 
including the laying of the steel The 
route runs past a succession of water
falls. which would furnish all the power 
necessary to operate the road by electric
ity. If 100.000 persons in the West 
could be found who would, on an average, 
invest $100.00 each in the development 
of this route, which means so much to 
their individual prosperity, the total 
amount would he considerably more than 
half the cost. The remainder of the cost 
could easily he provided for hy the sslr of 
bonds, even supposing that government 
should decline to guarantee them.

One can scarcely suppose that the 
Dominion government would decline to
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slock company of Western people em
bracing many thousands in il* member
ship. it i« unthinkable that such a company 
could not persuade lb# several provincial 
government* to guarantee its Iwnds.

The Faillirai Difficulties
ll is believed that the first inlcnlieq 

#4 the Dominion government was lo 
permit Maekensie and Mann to build the 
mad under mntrart, and aflerwanls to 
operate it nnder lease, hut that the 
manifest repugnance of the West to such 
a deal has induced them to decide that 
no existing <!ansdian transportation com
pany should lie entrusted with its oper-

lt is reasonable to suppose that a 
company composed of many persons 
directly interested in the economical and 
efficient operation of the mad. should have 
preference over a group af financiers 
concerned only in.the making of dividends 
or the esploitation of the natural resources 
contiguous to the mute; otherwise it is 
time more representative and public- 
spirited men were elected to parliament.

It bould appear ta ne only necessary to 
organise a joint stock company of large 
dimensions and subscribed to by a class 
of people whose industry and energy are 
the sources of Western development, in 
order to secure a charter without delav, 
and such monitary assistance as would 
enable them to speedily accomplish their 
purpose. And if the government decided 
to build hut not lo operate, why would 
they not be glad to intrust the operation 
under lease to such a company?

It is pretty generally understood that 
our public men are opponents of oublie 
ownership and operation through the 
fear based upon past experience, that
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of farmers. They declared that anything 
short of absolute public ownership and 
operation would defeat the purpose for 
which the mad was advocated, and with
out such operation by an independent 
mmaininn they preferred that the build
ing *4^ the fiad should he indefinitely

There would be no guarantee, however. 
*4 continued independence on the part 
of a commission appointed hy a govern
ment who were not in search ^independ
ent men. Also the same sinister influence 
which effect governments might affect 
the members of a commission. There is no 
desire on the part of the great majority 
of persons living in Canada lo see a road 
to Hudson's Bay successfully operated. 
The West alone is anxious for this; the 
F.ast is either indifferent or hostile to the 
enterprise. None hut residents of West
ern < snad* will lie benefilted hy g^ch 
surcessfnl operation, while many interest * 
in the Fast will lie adversely affected.

The people of the West want a cheap, 
constant, and efficient service. They 
desire that every effort should he pot 
forth to render the route safe and service
able throughout the year They have 
hern and are still exploited without 
mercy by the great transportation com
panies which have rested like an incubus 
upon them for over a quarter of a century, 
and they now have come to the conclusion 
that the best safeguard and assurance of 
an escape from the transportation monop
oly that has long oppressed them, lies in 
building a rond and operating it for 
themselves. Many persons who are firm 
believers in the desirability of government 
ownership and operation of all the trans
portation facilities believe that partial
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servic# pmvid»«l throughout the yen#, 
desire to express owr faith in the fenmbilily 
and desirability «4 the Western people, 
with suitable government assistance, 
building and operating the mad for 
themselves as a popular joint stock 
company enterprise, hv placing a sub
scription of #10 OO each at the disposal 
nf an organising committee, and agreeing 
when at least MO sign* iirr. and subscript

i»-'!. «-• «ign. if r»queeted. 
the memorandum of association and take 
at least $100.00 stock ia the proposed
company.**

The cool reception, which the demand 
In have the mad operated under an inde
pendent commission, received at tke 
banda of tbe premier, induced the forma
tion, «4 the above named committee, with 
instructions to make an appeal without 
delay to the general public for subscrip
tions and thereafter if the subscription 
sheets were widely subscribed to. to 
proceed with the organisation of a com
pany. otherwise to return the unexpended 
portion of his subscription to each 
subscriber and abandon the attempt.

It has been learned from apparently 
authentic sources that some of the minis
ters are not averse to this proposition 
made hy some of the Western delegates 
This lieing so. the sooner that a respect
able body of persons pledged to the 
enterprise can be organised, and tbe 
government approached in the matter, 
the better the prospects for success. The 
committee are. therefore, appealing to 
our Western people whether professional 
men. merchants, artisans or farmers, to 
sign the subscription list, and send their 
subscription money to the manager. 
Home Rank of C anada, at Sintaluta, to 
lie deposited to the credit of the " Hudson 
Bay Subscription Fund. * 'and to be at 
the disposal of the organising committee.

Numbered subscription forms with 
spaces for 10 names each, will be sent 
to secretaries of the Grain Growers' 
associations. United Farmers' unions, 
secretaries of the boards of trade, and to 
many individuals personally known to 
the committee.

The committee desire it to be clearly 
understood that the executives of tbe 
Provincial Farmers' associations are not 
behind this movement, in fact, some of 
the members regard it as premature, 
God bless their careful souls!

It is hoped, however, that many local 
associations and unions, various other


