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Marketing Your Crain
A .Series of Articles Showing the Various Stages and Stçps by which the Grain Crop of 

Western Canada is carried from the Farm to'the Foreign Market

Article 111.—Inspection - "s
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Tin- only hook on tin* grnm trade in 
f’anada in one reveritly published by C.
B. I'iper, of Winnipeg. Mr. Piper has 
had long I'Xperienm in the grain trade, 
and last winter delivered a ne rien of lee
tlire# on the subieet to the Htudentm at « . . , . . »Mjr 11 ,V' , z. i»ned by law and in eoiiHtant from yearkgrieultural College, lie— J J

ttj year it, doe« not vary with the dif-

By law grain in divided into five gen 
era I flaHM#'H, namely, statutory grade, 
eomrnereial grade, no grade, rejected 
and condemned.

A statutory grade is that which i« de­

the Manitoba Agricultural Co 11 eg 
ban gone into the inspection system very 
fully, and hi* facts have been «-artfully 
revised by the best authorities. The 
following account, of the inspection 
system is from Mr. Piper’s book :

Inspection is for the purpose of deter­
mining the quality of the grain. I his 
is necessary? to fi'x its value. Most 
grain producing countries sell on sam­
ple, thus fixing iiuallty and value by 
personal examination and appraisal. In 
only two or three countries is the qual­
ity determined by classification into de­
fined grades by which accepted stand­
ards are fixed for both producer and 
consumer In Panada this is officially 
done b\ _;i department working under 
authority from the dominion govern 
merit. This gives high value to the cer 
tificates which are issued on inspection, 
so—much so that they are accepted on 
foreign markets jvhere.it is customary 
to buy on sample. .

Apart from the desirability of estai» 
lishing standards- of quality 
for purchase -rind sale, i ns pec 
tion is really necessary be 
cause of our system of hand 
ling grain in bulk. To obtain 
the full benefit of bulk hand 
ling it is neeessary to bin dif 
ferent parcels together in or 
der to economize elevator 
space. Such bulk binning is 
only ‘possible when the grain 
has l^j_en graded according to 
qualin*. In t urn, uniform 
grades could not he main 
tamed without bulk bintiiiig 

•which gives close averages.
Thus the inspection system 
and bulk handling are. both 
necessary and beneficial to 
each other.

Theory of Inspection System
The whole system of in 

sped ion in Canada is based 
upon the classification or 
grading of grain according to 
physical qualities. /A fair 
average of each particular 
grade must be maintained 

Thruoiit the year. This is so 
well done in practice that, 
there is little or no complaint -,
• nfisidering the va*t amount ;f V ^ 

handled Occasionally' a shtj j.
,.'cr may complain auqut.'th^^t^
: rade of a partie pl;tr 
nent, but as a rule siich, cofp |
•Iniiit is not rnal^rt^lV 

hi some year when (*»rop c'dnv 
lit ions are unusual li/tVaYIm* - 
aect^ssarv to form in-w cfa/ssi 
finitions which may not at j 
first be satisfadory • fb tihe ‘ 
trade because theV nrrf 
stood.^ An example /ofj 
the fall of 1912, when 
as much flax was harver ^ 
as in tlie preceding vc ir, 
hfid produc*‘d the largest!

ferent crops. Thus one*>year's crop of 
wheat may consist largely of 1 Northern 
simply because there is a large propor­
tion whidrqüà'lificH under the legal defi­
nition. Another year there may be 
little or no 1 Northern, simply because 
crop conditions have been such that 
very little of the wheat will measure up 
to the legal standard for that grade.

Commercial grades -are applied to 
Wheat and oats of quality which cannot 
be defined by law, because the charac 
teristics vary from crop to crop, but 
which should be standardized by type 
samples recognized in the trade. This 
is done by a group of experts know'll as 
the Ht a ri dards Board, appointed by the 
grain commission under the Canada 
(irain Act, and which meets once a year 
in Winnipeg, usually during October, to 
fix the commercial grades for the new

two classes notations are made “re 
jected ’ ' or “rejected mixed with 
heated,’' respectively.

“Condemned ’ ’ means grain which is 
in a heating condition or is badly bin 
burnt.

A It ho the Grain Act makes each of 
the foregoing classifications a separate 
grade, in the trade the first two groups 
of statutory and commercial grades real­
ly constitute the primary classifications, 
and the next two groups of “no grade” 
and ‘/rejected ’ ’ are used as modifica- 
tiorfoof the first two. Thus the term 
“no grade” and the terifr “rejected” 
or its substitutes, either separately or 
in combination, become qualifying or 
restrictive terms written with the ordin­
ary statutory or commercial grade whicji- 
the grain w'ould otherwise receive. Con­
demned grain is a separate and single 
grade, but when applied to wheat which , 
would otherwise grade 1, 2 or 3 North­
ern it becomes “condemned No. 1,” 
and to wdieat which would otherwise 
grade No. 4, 5 or 6 it becomes “con 
demned No. 2. ”

Gracing Not Accurate Test
All grades are theoretically based oh 
consumption value. fn practice, how-

, grés il «si 
-la ttirn

. tug fbU t '
Iv chipie preparations mm 
minai elevutorw, this sudden multipWrH 
tion <»f (plantities t.«‘nips^arijy swamped 
their cleaning facilities, fMis stopping 
the Reloading. The congestion became 

had that the railways had to stop flax 
loading in the country. This was cans 
ing serious los*. and to ndiew the situa 
tion the grain commission ordered flax 
to be shipped without cleaning when 
rivalling was impossible.

W*l«hln« the èraln "#»r test vUght per bushel and setting the dockage, la the 
Chief! ^^gieetfr,« efSte Winnipeg

V' Or as iiüofis will p^TthH, ever, the,fading has drifted away from
gDidi'igyi miiita't'h» «mnà a» the----Wee—tli'Hrv—I mi-»-—Wtc—tests—are nor

.•orr««.|.on.|in|# ’ irAltyi the previous scientific and apply - to the physical

: the wpp'is»"! ' • llejeetejy
mle OVIM4, tmûyi
•l-n m ul t ifiw r à Lgrpri I»

V S ><ar y.
' ' x ms (train which Ims

I'ti'i-Hivr nV<wtilj*ffl,Uyinjr rough or ilamji.
• ' 11ejwte(vGrofiSri» that which is un 

W»M4. WW»"!1 «trm-, smutty or sprout- 
fcifi wh'i. |»c,intains large admixtures 

'■r other kinds of grain, seeds or wild 
oats, or whieh from any other cause is 
until to he classed under any of the 
recognized grades. In practice grain is 
rejected under three classifications: 

1) Smut, til seeds.or other grain, and 
■I1 mixed with heated. When rejected 

he. ouse ofVmut. the word “smutty” is 
used instead of re;. , ted For the "other

apply - to the physical 
qualities, such as variety, purity, weight 
and appearance. Condition and dockage 
are also considered; Then, too. the sys­
tem of average for the different grades 
destroys to a large extent the value of 
standards for consumption. Different 
crops may produce different values in 
the same grades. For instance, 2 Nor­
thern wheat weill sometimes be almost 
a« i alual,le intrinsically as 1 Northern 
and in other years of little more value 
than Northern. A system based solely 
on milling tests would correct this, but 
would . probably be very difficult in 
application.

I Hard, 1 Northern. 2 Northern and 3 
Northern. T,he Standards Board gener­
ally sets three commercial grades, No. 
4, No. 5 and No. 0, and there mây be a 
grade of feed below No. 6.

No. 1 Hard is the only grade which 
never has any modifications. Unless 
such wheat is absolutely sound and good 
in every particular it does not receive 
that grade. Also “Peed” is normally 
of such low value that except under un­
usual conditions it does not take any of 
the modifications which would change 
its value.

To illustrate the modifications of the 
various grades, wheat of the proper 
weight and soundness to grade 1 Nor­
thern may take any one of the different 
classifications as follows:

1 Northern.
No grade 1 Northern tough.
No grade 1 Northern darnpS 
Smutty 1 Northern.
Rejected 1 Northern.
Rejected 1 Northern mixed with 

heated.
No grade tough smutty 1 Northern.
No grade damp smutty 1 Northern.

No grade tough rejected 1 
Northern.

No grade damp rejected I 
Northern.

No grade tough rejected 1 
Northern mixed with heated.

No grade damp rejected I 
Northern mixed with heated.

No grade tough smutty, re 
jected 1 Northern.

' No grade damp amtrrfy' re 
jected 1 Northern.

No grade tough smutty re 
jected 1 Northern mixed with 
heated.

No grade damp smutty re 
jected I Northern mixed with 
heated.

These modifications apply 
generally to all grades of 
spring wheat. However, there 
is no rejection for seeds in 
.vh. 5 and 0, as sufficient 
diA-kage to cover all foreign 
matter is permissible.

The same modifications ap 
ply to the grades of winter 
whi^Kfrom 1 À.K.W. to No.
I -De lusive., except that there 
i' no classification of ‘‘no 
greolP’ilaipp” in the 1 A.R.W. 
grade a ml such grain .ig class! 

yfifSI “no grade 2 A.R.W 
damf* ” Winter wheat below 

) No. - 4 is included in spring 
wheat classifications.

Total Number All Grades
In practice, including tfio 

single grade 1 Hard and two, 
divisions of condemned, we 
have 150 classifications of 

/ spring and winter wheat. In
the same manner there are 25 classifica 
linns of1 OBts; 20 ftT-battey and 13 of flax.
Kach of these classifications is distinct ; 
and has its own value in the trade. The 
tVital of 208 makes quite a comprehen- 
live list, and somewhat complicates the 
warehousing in terminals. This, how 

1 ever, is a great simplification over the 
classifications used up to the fall of 
1012. Under the old system there were 
between five ?nd six hundred separate 
classifications, there being about 300 of 
wheat alone,X.

When Inspection is Final
The Drain Act-states that Winnipeg 

inspection shall be final. In only three
Continued on Page 24


