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\  Marketing Your Grain

7 A Series of Articles Showing the Various Stages and Steps by which the Grain Crop of

% Western Canada is carried from the Farm to{the Foreign Market
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The only book on the grain trade in
Canada is one recently published by C
B, Piper, of Winnipeg. Mr Piper has
had long experience in the grain trade,
and laxt winter delivered a series of lec
tures on the --ul#,u'! to the students at
the Manitoba Agricultural College. He
has gone into the inspection system very
fully, and his facts have been caréfully
revised by the hest authorities.  The
following  account of the ‘inspection
wystem is from Mr, Piper’s book:

Inspection is for the purpose of lh'-!l'r—
mining the quality of the grain T'his
i% necessary: to- fix ite value Mout
grain producing countries sell on sam
ple, thus fixing quality and . value by
personal examination and appraisal. In
only two or three countries 18 the qual
ity determined by elgssification into de
fined grades by which aceepted stand
ards are fixed for both producer and
consumer. In Canada this is officially
done by a department working under
authority from the Dominion govern
ment,  Thiw gives high value to the cer
tificates which areé issued on inspection,
so_uch so that they are 5|"4"~|:'w! on
foreign markets where it 18 customary
to buy on sample

Apart from the desirability of estab
hishing standards- of quality
for purchase And sale, inspe
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By law grain is divided into five gen
statutory - grade,
commereinl grade, no grade, rejected

eral elasses, namely

and condemned.

A statutory grade is that which is-de

~\fined by law and is constant from year

It does not vary with the dif
ferent erops. Thus one>year’s crop of
wheat may consist lafgely of 1 Northern
simply because there is a large propor-
tion whieh qualifies undcr the legal defi-
nition. Another year there may be
little or no 1 Northern, simply because
crop conditions have been such that
very little of the wheat will measure up
to the legal standard for that grade.
Commereial grades -are applied to
wheat and oats of quality which cannot
be defined by law, because the charac
teristies vary from ecrop to erop, but
which should he standardized by type
samples recognized in the trade. This

tn year

i done by a group of experts known as
the Btandards Board, appointed by the
grain  commission under the Canada
Girain Act, and which meets once a year
in Winnipeg, usually during Oectober, to
fix the commercial grades for the new

? Yiuﬁg of the first two.

two classes notations are made ‘‘re

jected’’ - or ‘‘rejected mixed with
heated,”’ respectively.

““Condemned’’ means grain which is
in a heating condition or is badly bin
burnt.

Altho the Grain Act makes each of
the foregoing classifications a separate
grade, in the trade the first two groups
of statutory and commercial grades real-
ly constitute the primary classifications,
and the next two groups of ‘“no grade’’
and ‘rejected’’ are used as modifica-
Thus the term
““no grade’’ and the terik ‘‘rejected”’
or its. substitutes, either-separately or
in combination, become qualifying or
restrictive terms written with the ordin-
ary statutory or commercial grade which
the grain would otherwise receive. Con-
demned grain is a separate and single

grade, but when applied to wheat which .

would otherwise grade 1, 2 or 3 North
ern it becomes ‘‘condemned No. 1,”’
and to wheat which would otherwise
grade No. 4, 5 or 6 it becomes ‘‘con
demned No. 2.7

Gga@}ng Not Accurate Test

All grades are theoretically based on
consumption value. In practice, how

The statutory grades of wheat are
1 Hard, 1 Northern, 2 Northern and 3
Northern. The Standards Board gener
ally sets three commercial grades, No.
4, No. 5 and No. 6, and there mdy be a
grade of feed below No. 6. :

No. 1 Hard is the only grade which
never has- any modifications. Unless
such wheat is absolutely sound and good
in every particular it does not receive
that grade. Also ‘‘Feed’’ is normally
of such low value that except under un
usual conditions it does not take any of
the modifications which would l')lJillL’“
its value.

To illustrate the modifications of the
various grades, wheat of the proper
weight and soundness to grade 1 Nor-
thern ' may take any one of the different
clasgifications as follows:

1 Northern.

No grade 1 Northern tough.

No grade 1 Northern fl:un.;‘?.\

Smutty 1 Northern. :

Rejected 1 Northern.

Rejected- 1 Northern
heated.

No grade tough smutty 1 Northern.

No grade damp smutty 1 Northern.

No grade tough rejected 1
Northern,

mixed with

tion ix really necessary be
cnuse of our system of hand L3
ling grain in bulk. To obtain y
the full bhenefit of bulk hand
ling it is necessary to bin dif
ferent parcels together in or
der to economize elevator
space Such bulk binning 18
only ‘possible when the grain
hns l‘_o-n grauded aceording to
quality In turn, uniform
grades could not bhe main
tained without bulk binning
which gives close averages
Thus the inspection system
handling are both
heneficial to

vid buall
NECENSNTY ind

ench other

Theory of Inspection S8ystem

The whole svstem of in
spection in Canada is based
upon the classifieation  or
grading of grain according to
qualities A fair
particular
maintained

physi 1l
average of each
grade must  he

thruout the vear Ihis is 8o
well done in practice that

there is little or no complaint

onsidering the vast awomias .
* Byandled. Oceasionally/# whig
er-mav complain ;||mll(_""‘

rade of n partienbae ) sl
nent, but as a rule Suéh: o
laint is not matesiall i\lﬁ“v.

n osome yvear when@irop con:
litions are unusual, Wy He
wedssary to form gew olnssi
leations which mmay  not’ ‘&t :
first. be satisfactory St6 “ghre s
trade because they af@inoe ﬁl#‘v under
stood An_example il ‘J{%]xrn”i i
the fall of 1012, wheén ottt fahir timies
as miuck fAax was harv mlh,u‘ it threshed
as in the preceding vear, Bedin turn
hagd produced the largest |
record Notwithstanding the sy e d
y amiple preparations made By }ﬁl' A
minal elevators, this gudden multigheg,
tion of quantities lwn‘{u,{nxl‘. swam pesd
their cleaning facilities, Thus st pping

the w:inu»!'n,:

s0 bad that the railwavs had to stop flax

e mgestion became

londing in the wuntrs Fhis was ecaus

ng serious loss, and to redieve the situa

tion the grain commission ordered flax
be shipped without cleaning wher
a wa sibl
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Welghing the grain for tést whlght per bishel and setting the dackade. In the

emw;vcw'n :Mu, Winnipeg

vropls As far as "Hl)‘fi,ﬁl{}ﬁ?‘ will ]rk?ﬁ“t,
thesa priides S e madsithe danid as the

L . .
ever, Huwfravhnu has drifted away from

No grade damp rejected 1
Northern. g

No grade tough rejected 1
Northern mixed with heated.

No grade damp rejected 1
Northern mixed with heated.

No grade tough smutty re
jected 3 Northern.

No grade damp-swmutty re
jected T Northern.

No grade tough smutty re
jected 1 Northern mixed with
heated.

No grade damp smutty re
jeeted 1 Northern mixed with
heated

These modifications apply
generally to all grades of
spring wheat. lHHowever, there
w no rejection for seeds in
Nt. 5 and 6, as sufficient
ddvkage to cover all foreign
matter is permissible,

The same modifications dp
ply to thé grades of  winter
wheat“from 1_ARW. to No
b aficlusive, #xdept that there
is po  elaggification of ‘“no
;m-l/n]tnm]r" in the 1 A.R.W,
wrafle and such grain is classi

vhegd “*no grade 2 A.RW
damiy’’ Winter wheat below
No.-4.is included in spring

wheat elassifications,

Total Number All Grades

In practice, including the
single grade 1 Hard and two
divisions of condemned, we
have 130 classifications of
spring and winter wheat. In
the same manner there are 275 classifica

-

! urrm;-nn-hng wrades ,A'f";- the' previous
VOnr % 3 it i
NN e
VARSIV e mg &:\)M: l"“mlf totgh or damp
g ‘,.-uf.q_zl'.*l’,-(g'i'if"

imedng Tgrain which has
18 that which is un
Mo IJNVV‘" d‘i"rr‘f\. smutty or sprout
’llbr; p1 ;*ﬁ"‘fl"'>l:':llr.~ large admixtures
MrOtheY Kinds of grain, seeds or wild
oats, or which from any other cause is
unfit’' to be eclassed under any of the
recognized grades. In practice grain is
rejected  under three
Smut, (2) seeds.or other grain, and
mixed with heated When rejected

classifications:

‘smutty T

e ey brestrtiee—the—tests—are ot
apply “to the physical
qualities, such as variety, purity, weight
and appearance. Condition and ddckage
are also considered Then, too, the By®
tem of average for the different grades
destroys to a large extent the value of
stamdards for consumption. Different
rops may produce different values in
For instance, 2 Nor
thern wheat will sometimes be almost
1 valuahle intrinsically as 1 Northern
and in other years of little more value
than 3 Northern \ system based solely
14 correet this, but
probably be very difficult in

sciegntific and

the same grades

on milling tests wou
vould

trony of-oars; 2067 DAFIey and 13 of Hax
Each - of these classifications is distinet
and has its own value in the trade. The
total of 208 makes quite a comprehen
five list, and somewhat complicates the
warehousing in terminals This, how
ever, is a great simplification over the
classifications used up to the fall of
1912, Under the old system there wers
hetween five and six hundred separate
classifications, there being about 360 of

wheat alone.
When Inspection is Final

The Grain "Act- states that Winnipeg

W,

inspection shall be fina In only three

Continued on Page 24




