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lose beart, waver in pufpole, and seek telief
abandoning the ministry for a more attractive
1 remunerative seculsr employment.

And such consecration of self is needed, not
rely to keep one_in_the ministry, but alse to
ke him happy in it. No ove Sea be bappy'in

seovinsial 3P sslegan.
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Holy Ghost. That blessing is given in answer
to prayer. The minister should pray without
ceasing for bimself. Every church member
should babitually and earnestly implore God to
give such strength and boldness to the ministry
in general, aud especially to his own pastor.
There are other things besides boldness which
the minister shou!d have, and which he must re-
ceive from the gift of the Spirit \f he would be
successful in bis holy calling. He must be im-
bued with an ardent love for souls and for tke
work of winning them to Christ. He must be | rycrion to all who knew her, and being uitay
answer is 82 commnnphcc as gc.rcely to ar- | filled with meekness and with faith and with a mated, fit to become the mother of a ey g
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approach toward the masculine—not enough,
be objectionable, but just enough to give
reliance, individuality, and independence,
questions would be between berself ard hep
rather than between her and others. Such,
son is above flattery, and ahove the fear of
Trusting, believing, and resigned to I7is will, g
would not be easily cast down cr depresseq,
would take a hopeful view of "all things dey;
but not disappointed at reverses. Such'n“n”
would become a natural magnet, the Cen("n{“‘
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Interest in Sunday Schools.
The following thoughts upon the importance
interest in the religious instruction of young
sons, were given in a communication to the
n's Herald :—

qui

pathi-s, and stimulating earnest life and action.
i It is impoesible, indeed, to make out a balance
| sheet t+at shall take the aggregate achievements

(£ ] am asked what is the great want of the . : .
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onstration of the Spirit and of power.”

- cumstances ! * Poor Charles,” she was heard

til his iot seems hard indeed. He is constant-
contrasting his ssd condition with what it
ght have been bad he only engaged in some
wer business, and this state of mind makes
@ misersble, Let now this man have given
s whole heart 10 his work, and its very triala
.d croeses, as they thicken, only meke him love
od enjoy it the more, The greater sacrifices be
skes, the happier he becomes. A woild of no-
le enjoyment opens before him. He rejoices
th exoeeding joy that he is counted worthy to
put in trust with the ministry of the word, and
as to heve fellowship with the sufferings of
«ist, and nothiag but dissbility will draw bim
ray from hia delightful employment.

This bearty devotioa of all one’s power to the
inietry is aleo no less Decessary to make one
secesgful in it then happy. lo amy seculsr vo.
iiom, it is the man who throws himeelf into it
th whole-hearted earnestness that succeeds.
«fore his energy and enthusiasm objects disap-
~ar, difficulties vanish, and the rugged path to
ocess becomes smooth. It is wonderful how
@ very act of giving one’s self to any calling

our holy Christianity. Her funeral was attend-
ed by an immense concourse of attentive wor-
shippers, to whom an address, founded upon
lesiah lvii. 1, 2, was delivered by the writer.
Moay the i of the Gospel be sfforded
10 the bereaved.

‘ ANDREW GRaTY.
Hantsport, March 15th, 1865.

Provincial Qleslepan.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 23, 1%63.

Church Progress.
Our own section of the church has been
mourning over a decrease during Lhe ecclesiastl
cal year which last closed. All have felt there is
cause for humiliation before God, not so much
because of the decrease of thirty or forty mem-
bers, as because of what that decrease indicated,
and especially at such a time. Looking at the
signe of unprecedented peace and prosperity, in
every other ser.se,—at the compact and facile

efficiency of our discipline, as a system,—at the
1

arifies the mind so that it sees more clearly the
lations of things, and the means by which it is
sttain its end. It sees everything pertsining
) its vocation from a central position, and light
om-every part floods it. And this law of sue-
ss holds as well in the ministry as in temporal
aploymeats.  The "assistance of the Divire
sivit is not given to do away with the necessity
boman endeavor. No man in the sacred of-
o ever yet achieved great vesults who did not
ply himself to his work with an energy that fed
1 toil, and rejoiced in labors abundant. Such
asecration of all one’s powers to the ministry
¢ the word bas ever been honored and blessed
" Heaven. It puts ome into & position in which
« mind will be more clearly illuminated by the
.the of the inapired word, will better under-
wd hese deep things of God, and see their
onderful adaptation to buman needs. He will
meditate upon these things, giving himself
bolly to them,” snd will come forth to the peo-
le & workman that needeth not to be ashamed ;
d though his preaching may not be adorned
ith the graces of oratory, it wiil be * in de-

Now much as the churches and the world need
nisters, they want only those who have such a
ar{ for the work as will make them not only
1y in the ministry, but also bappy and success-
| in it. The demand is for men who are will-
4 to go wherever the Master calls, and to make
«atever sacrifices, and endure whatever triale
may appoint. These are the mea whom the
ititude of destitute churches and places need,
d the * Lord of the harvest” will approve.—
lependent. :

Obituxry.

MRS. SUSAN SAYRE OF RIVER PHILIP,
Died at River Philip, Feb. 34, aged 69 yeans,
ra. Susen Sayre. For many years the subject
this brief notice was & member of the Metho-
t Church, snd, we believe, & sincere and devo-
i follower of the meek and lowly Saviour,
om, through the checkered scenes of ber
ristisn career, as in the closing hours of ber
s eventful drama, she doubtiess found to be
unfailing friend, and a source of consolation.
Of the trials incident to human life our sister
d many. Among the most paiaful perhaps, of
ose which she experienced, was the death of
¢ son Charles, who was alain in battle during
3 present sanguinary war in the States of Am-
ca. The shock oceasioned by the sad tidings
e did not long survive,. What rendered that
ent 80 extremely painful to ber, was the ques-
n which arose in her mind, was ber son pre-
red to meet his God P—and who can tell the
guish of & Christian mother's heart under such

say even amid ber cwn extreme bodily suffer-

[

Duazing ber last sickness, which continued only
few days, she had the unspeakable happiness
ich results from the persuasion that the Re-
emer would keep that which she had * com-
tted unto Him.” Her anxiety consequently
s to abide in Christ, knowing that he was an
-sufficient Saviour, and whom she could claim
her Saviour, saying in the language of the
et

“ Who did for eve sinner die
Hath surely died for me ”

Thus, steadfastly rely’ng upon her Saviour
rist, ot the morning of the 3rd ult.,, did our
eemed sister Sayre meet “ the last enemy.”
River Philip, March 9th, 1865. J.L.8.

MR. JOSHUA BEALS OF WILMOT.

Died, on the 220d ult. at logiisville (formerly

lled Beals mountain), Wilmot, County of An-

polis, Mr. Joshua Beals, in the 81st year of

sge. Our deperted brother was born of
pectable pioua parents, who.instructed him to
iear:God and keep his commandments,” and
ry early in life he became the subject of deep
igious impressions. At the age of 18 years,
sought the Lord, and found Him to be the one
ogether lovely, and the “ chiefest among ten
usand.” He w«o united himeelf to the
csleyan Methodist Church, and became an
ive member. Although residing some miles

-m the House of God, he was always found

the poet of duty. Very soon be became So-

ty Steward and Class Leader, and he with his

.ch esteemed partner laboured to advance the

use of their Redeemer. His house was in re-

£y 8 * house of prayer,” aud a bome for the
issionaries, and that at a lime when from Digby

«ck to Windeor formed one Circuit. Qur bro.

d the pleasure of seeing: all his children the

bjects of saving grace, sad som.e of them have

ag been active members of that church in

sich he lived and died. For the long period
{ 62 years did our brother labour for the crown
hat * fadeth not away.”

The last few years of his earthly pilgrimage
se was much enfeebled by the infirmities of age,
out it was not until the last three months of his
life that he was confined to bed. 1la his sick-
pess his mind was much engaged with Ged and
his eternal home. ]

His fuversl was attended by a large number
of friends and relatioms, and at his request the

of the C ional equipments,—

at o;r manifold agencies,—at the spirit of enter-
ptise displayed, and the arm of «ffort put forth,
—we might have calculated on an increase of
thousands. It was this that staggered us. We
bad prepared ourselves for the song of thanks-
giving which increase awakens, but bad tosound
the wail of disappointment. We * came seek-
ing fruit,” which we fancied we had & right to
expect, “but found nope.”

If agencies and
means, material resources and pecuniary gene-
rosity, could have commanded success, we should
bave had it: but we bad it not. One lesson
which ¢omes to us is, that t:o best (:,lrbnn-n ap-
pointments and appliances do not, of necessity,
ensure divine -.":mcy; that the number and
strength of the *“chariots and borses” of the
earth do not always enlist the effectual alliance
of the * chariots and horses of fire.” But a
worse thing may befall 8 communion, than the
declension of its numbers; especially, if that
declension can be attributed to the exercise of a
godly discipline, which walches, with jealous
heart and eye, over the consistency and fair re-
putation the church among them that areq
without. Gideon’s army was none the less pre-

d to go down to the Midianites, and to do
ttle for the right, because the * fearful and
afraid” went home, and the rest were suhjected
1o scrutiny, till only three bundred were left.

L] * L] L] L]

If this tendency to extol numbers be not wise-
ly guarded, it will lead to mischief. No one can
ignore the value of these ; but every one should

feel that much more depends upon the quality,
than upon the numbers themseives. An armed

rabble is not an army, nor does the strength of
the church of Christ in these lands lie in that
vast majority of our countrymen which is com-

of such as claim to be called Christians.
istory teaches, that amid “ confused noise and
germents rolled in blood,” numbers have weigh-

ed light as a feather in the scale against sturdy

manliness and true courage. The great battles

trust in His word and Spirit, then will He clothe
us with garmeuts of salvation, and we shall be
for His praise unto the ends of the earth. But
if, as the blessings of Providence muliiply, spir-
itual kifts decrease,spiritual life decline,and faith
be corrupted by confidence in men and it mo-

ney ; then shall we become wesk as other men,

and a new agency will be reised up to take our

place, aud to be crowned with the honour of
which we have proved ourselves unworthy.

The foregoing extracts are from an article of

much merit, given in the Wesleyan Methodist
Magaaine for the present month, upon a subject
enygaging just now among thoughtful Methodists
a more than ordinary amount of consideration.

Ve very recently directed aitention to the

general state of the Church as calling for humi-

liation before God, and new ardour in prayer
«nd effort in order to that amount of prosperity
which, in view of the appliances employed, might
recsonably be expected. Our remarks went to
show that an out-pouring of the Holy Spirit, in
converting and sanctifying power, is felt to be
the great necessity in all the Evangelical deno-
minstions. We referred more especially to our
ownConnexion,deeply persuaded that the remoy-
al of hindrances to success, and a right appre-
ciation of the superior privileges we enjoy, will
surely result in the attainment of that rich mes-
sure of divine blessing for which,we trust, all our
Ministers, and a large proportion of our people,
are cherishing earneat ¢xpectation. We recur
to this subject not only far the purpose of again
pressing its impoitance upon our readers, byt
also with the design of glancing at sume of our
encouragements, that we may thereby be jrompt-
ed in our faith and labour to secure for the
Church that enlarged prosperity which we as a
people so earnestly desire.

It is slways more pleasant, and frequently
necessary, tb lock at the bright, rather than at
the dark side of a subject. To indulge in
painful forebodings of evil is sometimes a sure
methed of realizing vur worst fears. Tiue it is
that circumstances with which we have to do,
however puinful or humiliating, we should not
seek to hide from ourselves, waen to meet them
squarely is 8 necessity which duty demands.
But then we should not direct our vision solely
to the sombre aspect, when there is much that
is cheering for our gaze, and especially if the
more encouraging view may incite us in the dis-
charge of our weighty obligatons. Itis right
for the chri-tian seriously to contemplate his
personal spiritual delinquencies, and for every
church to mourn over its short-comings, and
most faithfully to sim at reformation and the
recovery of spiritual strength. « [{e that cover-
eth his sins sball not prosper.” The Holy
8pirit’s grace for revival and prosperity can be

Superintendent of the Circuit preached an ap-
}x spriste discourse from Rev. xiv. 13. His end
was pre-eminently that of peace, and concera-

1 only ia ion with ing peni-

It will be noted that our Ministry has increased |
in far greater proportion than our membership, [*
showing that the Lord of the harvest is raising | -

up labourers, the fruit of whose labours, by the ; |
in o large ingathering of sheaves from the har- |,
vest field. There is sacrifice, however, involved |,
in this, as the means for ministerial support have |,
not at all advanced in proportion to our wants. |

There is hence a loud demand upon our people [«
for enlarged liberality in supporting the Ministry 1
of the Church, and in extending the Gospel to | :
the many places within the bounds of our Con- ! ‘
ference calling for ministerial service.
also an earnest appeal under our present circum- f
stances to the benevolence of our more wealthy |
friends to sid in the means of ministerial train-
ing, that the young men whom God is raising up
to preach his Gospel may be mentally fitted for
their great work. Abovs all there is needed '

every necessity be met, and our Zion shall rejoice.
If we turn from our own youthful Connexion
in these Provinees, and cast a glance upon other
branches of the Methodist family, we are grati- |
fied by evidences of vigour and earnestness. But |

ing circumstances in connection with the Parent

body in Great Britain. The complaint is made |
that the last two or three years have brought no |
increase of membership. This is certainly a }
painful thought to those who are anxious for the
prosperity of the work of God ; and very proper-
ly has led to great heart-searching, and to much |
prayer. But it is only proper in such an inquiry |
to take in our view a longer period than that
just named; and in doing so, we find that lbe‘,
last ten years have given to British Methodism |
an increase of over 60,000 church members; '
double the number of any ten years’ increase dur- |
ing Mr. Wesley's life, and as many as the whole |
membership of Methodism at the time of Mr.'
Wesley's death. Look also at the fact that the
christian liberality of British Methodists is well

sustained, not only in providing for Home mis-
sions on a scale worthy of this branch of the |
Church, but also in well-supporting the foreign ‘
mission work, the annual income of our Mission-
ary Society being about $700,000. Then our
Jubilee Fund, raised last year is worthy of note,

having reacbed the noble sum of $1,000,000.

Among other indications of a right spirit there

is the very laudable effort which has been going}

incumbrances, and to provide greatly increased
acommodation for the masses of people in chris- |
tian England who are neglecters of the worship
of God ; and we find that the amount of -eml‘
raised for this benevolent enterprise is highly |
creditable. The Bishop of London, with the abun- |
dance of wealth of the Cburch of England, finds
it quite as much as he can accomplish te raise for
the Metropalitan Chureh Building Fund one mil- |
lion sterling in ten years. The poor Methodists
in ten years have raised for Chapel debts and
Chapel building purposes one million and a guar-
ter or §6,250,000, and this large amount is not |
in mere promises of payment, byt actually paid
snd appropristed. May we not hope that such
an example of seel and liberality will be more
and more imitated by the Methodists of these
Provincea. It it be saud, there is wealth in Brit-

ish Methodism which we have not, it can also be
said, there is poverty there whick we have not,

and no doubt a large proportion of the support

| given to God's cause by the Methodists of Eng-

land comes from persons-of very limited income.

The facts mentioned above are not given as

though they afforded to Methodists any occasion
of glorying ; but because they furnish evidence

of earnest life, which should encourage expec-

tation of all spiritual blessing. No amount of
material prosperity or of outward extension can
satisfy Methodism, unless accompanied by man-

ifest proofs that God is with us as He was

with our fathers. But regarding the facts to

which we have adverted as proofs of whole-

hearted earnestness in the cause of Christ, we

may well entertain the hope that every hindrance

to full prosperity will ere long be removed, and
“ the Spirit be poured upon us from on high;
the wilderness be a fruitful field, and the fruit-
ful field be counted for a forest.” In this con-
nection we can not offer anything more appro-
priste than an extract from a leading article of
the Methodist Recorder on this subject : —

We cannot but regard these efforts as hopeful
signs in a higher point of view. They are indi-
cations, in their own way and toa certain extent,
of spiritual health and prosperity. Would such
large amounts have been contributed for no
worldly or political or party object, but simply
for the removal of incumbrances hindering the
progress of religion, and for the provision of new
and better sauctuaries wherein to worship God,
if there had not been a largely increased measure
of Christian principle and of love to the Saviour
and to his cause P ls it nothing to be thankfal
for that the pumber of attendants upon public
worship in connexion with our Church is greater
at the present moment than at acy former period
in the history of Methodism P Are we justified

blessing of the gieat Master, may be looked for |+

There is | -

earnest prayer for a copious baptism of the Holy | .
8pirit upon Ministers and people ; then shall |

we more especially note a few highly encourag- | :

forward for some years to pay off heavy Chapel -

. proved by their active labours in this part
their work, which should no more be left to
'er bands than their preaching or pastoral la-
irs. Interest by teachers, which makes their
rk a labour of love and not of drudgery ; and
«cially must the cause look to Chrisiian pa-
its, and be sustained by their personal pres-
¢ and home co-operation.
Let me now beg sttention to s few thoughts,
wmonplace though they may be—common-
ce because 50 often rcpeated and so seldom
-; yet.thoughts of living reslities which once
elt upon till actueliy realiz-d, the desired io-
est is begun,
Do you as a Christian ever really give your
ughts and heart to the contemplation of child-
i od and you:h? What are they ? How broad
| absolute their relations to the future? Not
¥ to their own personal future, but to the fu-
e of all who are to come withia the ever wid-
ing wave-circles of their ivfluence? BSuppose
usre a parent. Nestling in your bosom is
ur darling infant boy. You press him to your
. art as another life dearer than your-own. He
all powerless of self-belp, and ot sell-care, but
u do not measure bim by his present weak-
ss, physicai or intellectual. If you attempt to
mpare bim with anything around, you take the
ient wave-power of the sleeping ocean, you find
| comparisons puerile, for here is the germ of
iritual power that is to wrestle with these forces
«d conquer them. Here is manhood. “ Not so
ich of & man, just now, indeed, as he is some-
ing out of which a maa is to be made.” Yet
.h all your intellectual power and matured
anhood he is nearer to God and the angels
an you are, because he is a child. That man-
vod which he is to acquire, and which you an-
:ipate with so much hopetul pride, is to be like
ur own, & distinctive, moral, sell-directing en-
gy, which is destined to be a blessing or a curse
the earth very much in degree as his present
arness to Gud is preserved or lost by means of
fluences thrown around him, and instructions
iparted to him during the germination period
" bis life, which is just now beginning, and is
:ver here but once. The first fifteen years of
at life are to contain and develop the elements
all the future ; to far at least that no subse-
ient period can be so fresh, so full of interest,
» rapid in acquisition as the opening present.
fe and the world are new, and the rainbow
ies of the future do not reveal the underlying
ingers, the weariness and disappointments that
e to make the realities of time to pall upon
1e spirit like thrice told tales. Now, therefore,
the accepted time of faith and labor—labor
y the pareat, by the church, and by the parent
ad the church co-operating ; labor diligent and
earisome and yet unwearied ; labor as spiritual
id sctive, as complex and yet simple as the
.ind with which you are dealing ; labor which
nnot be neglec'e ] without a crime to be an-
vered for, and a probable result of loss and
sin which eternity cannot repair.
God has spoken to us unmistakeably on this
sint in his laws of adaptation. Keeping still
1 mind your child, whose ringlets are shower-
1g the sunshine of his own gleeful laughter,
ad see there a representative being, a creature
sinly of sensation and perception; of uniimi-
+d receptive power, in whose life innocence and
ith .are now walking hand in bhand. The
orid’s deception bas not produced Jistrust, and
flection bas awskened no doubt. The mind,
hich was never made to doubt, is on tipte with
stended hande to receive whatever you ave
leased to give it. Be careful, therefore, mot
aly what you teach the child, but what you
eglect to teach him. As the teachers of child-
ood, both church and parent stand om holy
round, and a voice from the laws of nature, au-

ible as from the burning bash, speaks its warn- |

1g. Study this law of adaptation farther ¢ The
reat first priociples of religious truth are not the
ubjects of , but of revelation and faith.
‘hey are simple as they are profoundy sad in
‘heir simplicity they are adapted to the uncor-
“upted and heautiful faith of childhood. AN that
smaturer reason ean do, is to investigate the evi-
dences on which the revelation of divine truth
rests ; the truth itself must be received by the
teacher and the child alike; and none of us, with
all our learning and cultivation, will ever com-
prehend the essential, fandamental truths of our
holy religion as revealed in the Bible, better than
when we learned them at our mother’s knee, or
in the infant class, and we shall never love them
better. Let the child’s faith, then, be not de-
nied its natural, life-sustaining aliment to sbeorb
poison in its place ; let it drink in those hesven-
ly truths as the leafy dell takes in sweet straive
of music in the qiet twilight, before the world’s
falsehood has disturbed it. Let those delicate
sensibilities feel them before they are chilied with
distrust, and innocence is lost forever. Neglect
to infuse these elementary religious truths, which
are above reason, trusting to future reason to em-
nrace them, giving time for the growth of pas-
<ion, and for the mind to become occupied with

in estimating the amount of go>d which is done
solely by a particular test of our own devising ?
Have we any sufficient warrant for concluding,
because resulis do not for the moment appear in |
that, precise form in which we have been accus- |
tomed to tabulate and record them, that there- |
fore there are no results at all P Undoubtedly '
it is possibie that there may be abundance of ma-

terial proeperity while spiritual prosperity is ab- |
sent, ard that imposing fabrics may uplift their |
pinnacles toward the sky while the vital energies
of the Church are decaying. But, on the other
band, is it not better to see our chapels becom-
iBg MOT: Dumerous every year than to see them
becoming fewer ? Is it not better to see con-
gregations increasing by thousands than to see
them dwindling away ? When the fisherman
spreads Lis sal, and selects-a spot where he may
throw his pet overboard, Le does not select a
{ ground which the fi-h are deserting, but a ground
where they are collecting. It would be a poor
augury for the future incresseof our member-
ship, if the Annual Report ot the Chapel Com-
mittee bad produced a schedule of chapelssold,

ing embarrassment for want of a congregation.
Then, iudeed, there would be cause for anxiety
with regard to the state of the body. Instead
of this, the Report tells of chapels projected,
chapels opened, chapels filled with new and at-
tentive congregations, chapels relieved of bur-
dens which had long been a clog to tneir pros-
{ perity. Our fishing grounds are not becoming

| loly 8pirit, to believe whatever his depraved

chapels closed, chapels emptied, chapels in grow- |

ts own ways, and you take the sure method to
.ualify him to sear his conscience, to repel the

eart wow!d have true, and become an infidel.
‘his is the way infidels are made. Let the truth
Il the heart when God designs it ; let reflection
llow in God’s order to search out its evidences,
.nd you have not much to fear from the subtleties
f skepticism. y

Worth of Class-Meetings.

Some months ago two merchants going east to
buy goods, were thrown together, and, by a mu-
:usl friend, introduced. “ You're from Pit:s-
burgh "’ said one. * Yes: and you ?” ¢ Frum
Pitteburgh also,” was the reply. As converss-
ion proceeded it further appeared that one was

Metkodist and the other a Presbyterian. They
vere pleaced with each other, and put up at the
» me house in New York. In the intervals be-
.ween business hours they were much together.
Abd as they sat'in the hotel,or threaded the thor-
oughfares of our commereial metropolis, a fre-
quent theme of discourse was religion. Ia one
of these interviews and conversations the Pres-
byterian brother took occasion to spesk of the

| deserted. On the contrary they are peopled by
lerger shoals than ever, and there never was a
time when the vet could be cast overboard with

tence, and the renewal of our consecsation vows,
On the other hand nothing can be lost, but much

ing him we may now ssy, * mark the perfect

man, and behold the upright, for the end of that ;

maa is peace.” : R. WsppaLL.

Wi mot, March 14, 1863,

really gained by intelligently marking any indi-
cations of apiritual progress, as by these we may
very propetly feel warranted in eacouraging our-
selves inthe Lord our ¢ © ™ ' q g

such a prospect of securing a draught. And if,
{in view of the absence of any general increase
{10 the number of Church members during the
{last year, some excellent brethren may be sor-
rowfully exclsiming, * Master, we have toiled
lsll nig:t, and have taken nothimg ;” in view of
th: cheering and remsrkable facts diselosed ' in
Mr. Bedford's Report, we think that they may

| Methodist claes meeting as a most invalueb'e ins-
titation—disciplining our members in religious
: onversation, culiivating the social Christian ele-
1ents, and leaving io its train gracious and sa-

| utary influence:. This tribute fiom an oatside
bserver to the worth of class meetings is quite
'eserved, whether the institution is examined on
its merits or on its actual historic achievemesits.
The class meeting in an organized fcrm is

pot for class meetings, or were they only not a |
test of membership. If this were admitted to!
be true it might still be questionable 'helheri
such accessions would add to our real strength|
and efficiency. But it is by no means admitted |
that the breaking down of the class-meeting
would enlarge the membership of the Church. |
If put upon the search it might be difficuli to|
find a single man who on this ground is kept|
from our communion.

ple io favor of class meetings, arising from s
convictien of their utility, has been deepened by
a sense of their attractiveness and pleasantnese.
The institution has an air of romance and poetry
pot connected with every Christian duty and
enterprise. It is built upon religious experience,
and discusses the attitude of the soul to God
and the atonement ‘n the great ideas of faith,
repentance, justification, regeneration, sanctifica-
tion, adoption, assurance, peace. love, hope, and
piety. The class room, by society with these
divine ideas, has come to be associsted with
them in our thoughts, and partakes of their glow
and grandeur. Memories the most hallowed
center in it as the scene of happy experiences
and triumphant joys. There have been felt
baptisms of the Spirit, inspiring hopes of bless-
edness forever, and thrills of delight arising from
fellowship with the universal Fatner. Could
such scenes and experiences be forgotten, or their
memory fail to awaken pleasurable emotions ?
As the Jews fondly regarded Mount Zion as the
joy of the whole earth, and refused in a strange
land to forget the city of their solemnities, so Go
all look with pleasure to the class meeting who
truly use its privileges and perform its duties.

The institution, however, is valuable from
what it is as much as from what it has done.
It affords means of multiplying Christian toil-
ers. Much capital in Chbristian Churches lies
dead and waste for want of employment. Many
do nothing because the opportunity of doing
is not aff)rded them ; and they have notin
themselves the force and genius necessary to
create such opportunities. Now, the class meeting
affords to many an opportunity for active Chris-
tian toils. The class-leader is a sub-pastor. He
has charge of souls, and, in bis place, is re-
sponsible for their right training and advance-
ment in piety. His sphere is narrower than that
of the ordained minister, and yet it contemplates
the same end—the salvation of the soul. And
his duties are enough to tax all his powers, if he
visits the sick, hunts up the delinquent, comforts
the sorrowing, admonishes the wayward, en-
courages the timid, and puts himself in sympathy.
If all'were faithful, diligent, active, sttending to
every duty, the good done would be incalculable.
The palmy days of yore would return again.
Think of eighty thousand sub-pastors co-operat-
ing with the chief pastors in reforming the com-
munity and building up the Church! What
should limit theé good done by such a working
force? We would bave class-leaders feel that
they are a power in the Church. They can best
magnify their office by diligently qualifying
themselves for its responsibilities and faithfully
performing its taske.

The members of our classes share with the
leaders in the benefits flowing from them. In
Christian communions where the class-meeting
is unknown many Church members do nothing
but attend public worship and pay to support
the gospel. The conduct of ecclesiastical and
religious affairs falls upon the few ; and the
many come sand go without the discipline of
pubhc duty—the actual exercise of their gifts
and graces. These sister communions do not
sim to have this so; but at, the same time,
they do not msk~ positive provision that it shall
be otherwise. Methodism does. In the class-
meeling it provides public exercise for every
probationer. The young convert is put to work
in the relation of religious experience, and the
oid vateran is never discharged from such ser-
vice. Thus all have an opportunity of improve-
@ent by public exercise ; and the Church pos-
sesses means for sscertaining the gifts and graces
of its members. There is no better ecclesiastical
machinery in the world for training men in duty
and piety than we have in our class-meetings —
nothing furnishing such oppoitunities for pure
religious exercise and development. :

It will be wise to hold fast that which is good
In respect to many things age; and decay are
synonymes. The old becomes obsolete, or dies.
But this stould not be so with those poiicies and
enterprises which prove valuable when tested in
be crucible of time. The class-meeting has
passed through ordeals severe enough to test its
utmost springs of endurance4 and its triumphs
bave been such that it is spreading far and wide
beyond our own communion. It is worthy to
live and be immortal in the Church.— Puttsburgh
ddvocate,

Do You Pray for Your Minister ?

The Saviour commands us to pray the “ Lord
of the Harvest, that he would send forth labor-
ers into the harvest.” There is the same necessit-
and the same importance for us to pray for the
laborers after they have been called or lhruu!
out into the field, The Apostle Paul, while!
inder the extraordinary influence of direct sup-
port and inspiration from God, felt the need of |
bis additional bhelp from the church. Ttre un-
aring Spirit of God led bim to say botn as ex- |
bortation aud* command, “ Brethren, pray for |
s ;" ¢ for me, that utterance may be given unto |
me, that I may open my mouth boldly, to make
koown the mystery of the gospel.” There is no |
o8 veed of buldness in the miuistry now thun |
there was in St. Paul's time. The mihirltr's!,
courage msy not be put to the test now as i:i
was then ; but the same spirit is yet in the world, i
though its tactics may be greatly changed. Tui
cec'sre the whole counsel of God,to preach faith- |
fully the selt-denying doctrines of the cross, and
t» urge them against inclination upon the con-
scicnces of this money-loving, pleasure-seeking,
fashion-worshipping generation, re quires as much
courage and firmness as it did for Christ’s min-
sters to do their whole duty in the apostolic
aze.

We do not mean en insolent, noisy,
b'ustering boldness, such as offends good taste |
by its rude manners rather than by an earnest
8,irit ; but that unflinching loyalty to truth and
to God, which, with becoming meekness and
love, wou!d a thousand times rather die than
fail in any respect of duty to Christ or of love
to men. There is no power on earth or any-
where else which can put that loyal spirit snd |

TIG

that moral perve into the soul of man but the
|

tke church, like Aaron and Hur of old, should 1.6t her to reign through life in th- hearta of g

lift and hold them up sgain for the servant of

God.
Some pray for their minister in public meet-

ings as a matter of propriety and courtesy ; |

others prey for him in private because he is
their personal friend ; & few perbaps because
they like the man or his style of preachiug; but
if these are the ruling motives their prayers will
certainly not avail mueh. Some do not pray for
him because lhey'lhink be is so good and holy

The strorg and unvarying verdict of our peo- ’ that Le does not need their | rayers ; many, be- {John, whose !
week, was writ'en in London on the 184 Do ¥ .

cause they do not think of it; many more, be-
cause they dislike the man, the style of his ser-
mons, or some of his ways. He is not pious
enough for some, and they do not believe it
would do any good to pray for him. Oihers
are not fed by his discourses ; they sre too ab-
stract or too common-place. His rhetoric is too
flowery or too plain, or something elee has
turned their heart away from him.

The prescher should have the aid of your
prayers simply because he is Christ’s minister
to you and to the people, or is in the place
where the true minister of Christ should be.
For Christ’s sake, for your own spiritual good,
and for the success of Christ’s cause among the
people to whom be is sent, you should, as a
sacred duty, pray for him. That motive will
never fail you ; it is high and holy. If he is as
full of faith and love and good works as the
Apostle Paul, still he needs your prayers. If be
is not as pious as you think he ought to be, he
tieeds them still more. Even if you regard him
as your personal enemy, yet as a Cbristian you
are in duty bound to love and pray for him. If
you are not pleased with or fed by his preaching,
it may after all be your fault more than his.
God made the ravens carry food to E'ijah in the
wilderness, and he can easily mske any duly
sccredited minister furnish you with a full sup-
ply of spiritual food. s God under any obliga-
tion to feed you by a minister for whom you do
not pray ? Your prayerless soul may have no
relish for spiritual food, and God may withhold
your rations in punishment for neglect of duty.
No Christian bas any right to complain of the
preaching of that man for whom he does not
pray ; and but few, if any, will have any dispo-
sition to complain of one for whom he prays as
be ought. Meditate upon that, Christian reader,
and know that when the Holy Ghost speaks
through a minister he feeds all, rightly dividing
the word and giving to each a portion in due
season. Fervent prayer will bring that Spirit
to him. Pray and live as you ought, and God
will compel your preacher to drop for you some
precious crumbs, or feed your soul with a sweet
morsel in every sermon. Think of this before
you utter another complaining word or cherish
another fault-finding thought om this subject.
Think of it when you hear others complsin, and
gently inquire if the fault may not, in part at
least, lie in themselves.

A pious church by their earnest prayers, where
properly united in love, can move the Almighty
to strengthen their preacher whenever and where-
ver he most needs strength, ' If his religion is
all in his head, in one short hour God can make
it burn its way down into his heart ; if be is cold
and formal, God can set him all aglow with holy
fire ; if htdi\ in a backslidder state, God
gloriously reclaim bim from it; if he only
needs a deeper work of grace, God can
copiously baptize him with the Holy Ghost.
All this may be done in answer to your prayers.
If the whole church cannot be thus united in
this work, *if two of you shall agree on earth
as touching anything that they shall ask, it shall
be done for them of my Father which is in
beaven.” If the second persou cannot be found,
carry this promise te the Saviour, ** Whatsoever
things ye desire, when ye pray believe that ye
receive them and ye shall bave them.”

We regard it, therefore, as & solemn duty and
as & gracious privilege for every professed fol-
lower of Christ, to pray daily snd fervently for
the minister. He needs it, you need it, the
church needs it, sinners need it, and the prosper-
ity of Christ's kingdom demands it of you as
loyal service to his csuse. For Christ's sake,
then, do not fail to pray daily and earnestly for
your minister.— Zion's Herald.

s om

Mrs. Susanna Wesley.

Those who have not read * the Mother of the
Weasleys, by the Rev. John Kirk,” should cer-
tainly embrace an early opportunity of doing so.
It is & volume that will largely repay perusal.
A portrait of that eminent christian lady, to
whom Methodism is so greatly indebted, appears
in the Phrenological Journal for January, ac-
companied by the foliowing analysis :—

A most marked physiognomy. See bow ex-
pressive ! What character in those features !
How different from that flst, tallowy, soulless,
look which we sometimes observe in mearingless
faces! This lady was, eviden'ly cultivated and
refioed.  She must have been highly educated
and thoroughly called out in all her faculties.
There is 20 indication of ** frrested development” |

| who krew her, rather than on a glittering .
made throne.

|

[ May the same good spirit by which the
‘ ly SusannahWesley was animated fill the woulyg
| all men and women. 3

| —_— e ¢~ -

|
|

{  The Rev. C. H. Spurgeon.

| The following extract from a private jay
| written by the late Dr. W. F. Humphrey, ot g
lamented demise we Doticed |oee &
cember last ; and we (opy it 88 » memento ¢
that gentleman, as well as on account of g b
ing a just tnbute paid by him to the celebraty
preacher of the Tabernacle : —

e e o «This morning we hunted up ty
great preacher of London, the Rev. C. H.s-
geon, and heard him hold forth. It would \g
up too much time, and I should fail probabipy
give you any correct icea of his church edify
Suffice it to say, its immense size and ex
plainness, and its simplicity of finish, wy
striking features. The day was very
and yet there were very few of the five thoy
sand sittings but were occupied by one of %
most attentive audiences 1 ever saw. The P
was from the Song of S8olomon, 7th chap; 114
va., * Come my beloved let us go forth g
He made three general heads of the |ubj“m
Self-examination with regard to whet we 3
individually, for Christ’s cause ; (2) All must be
done by the help of Christ, and in entire de-
pendence on Him ; (3) All to be characterigy
by devotion to Christ.

“ There was nothing special in the
that characterised any great amount of .
though by no mears deficient in this
but all strikiugly marked by great .implici:’-
very great earnestness, by a full and
determination to tell the whole truth, whely
men will hear or not, and by an evident
of the responsibility of the position he
as the father of that great church. Thy
service is marked by the same lide
when he gave out that beautiful hy mn, compey,
ing—

“ My God, the spring of all my joys®uy,
which he read as if every line came frg ¢
very depths of his beart, he secmed to jngj
the whole audience with the same spirit. Agj
closed he said, ‘Please sing the tune Arlingy
in quick time,” when almost nimuhnmu)’.
spoutaneously the tune burst forth from
sands of voices, that sent such a thrill .
my whole frame as 1 never before felt. Ng
have I heard such church music. It seemsd
if almost every one of the five thoasacd pres
joined, and with su ch earnestness and iy
really seemed to carry my thoughts to
apocalyptic company, ‘ whose voice is jikefh
sound of many waters, when they chast o
hallelujahs.” p

“ 1 believe Mr. Spurgeon to be a themsglly
good man, a God-fearing man, devoted &d
soul to his work, and that he is doingmi®
mense deal of good. May he long live 088
tinue his good work !” o

-

For the Provincial Wesleyaa,

Conclusion. ‘

MR. EDIT'R,—Very dear to ne M 38H
glorious tenets of that faith, which theil
many sges has been handed down to us by¥
fathers—* the principles of the doetris¥
Christ, repentance from dead works, failfl
ward God, the doctrine of baptisms, and'ol
ing on of hands, and of resurrection of. th!
and of eternal judgment.” Such being et
those, who meke a direct attack upon ouf!
ent and cherished faith, must not be
they find the encounter rude, and
unceremoniously handled. p

The Rev. Dr. Cramp has taken upﬂ“.
the odium of assailing certain privileges #
the greater part of the Church of C“'
ever conceived itself to be entitled. [4®
defence, w2 have been compelled to lpﬁi :
more plainly than was agreeable either W%
own feelings, or those of the Dr. This®
produced from him, not a stern array of int
trovertible facts and logical argument, bal'
course of irrelevant personal denunciation, ¥ *
chief crime set lorth in which, and which sel#
mostly to bave brought these maledictions upl
our *“ devoted head,” is that of being a yost
man. The Dr. conceives that the force of #
guments not easily answered, is complewly #
aside, when, from the depths of his welsored
mind, is brought forth the elegant * rtj"iﬂﬁ'
“Tarry at Jericho till your beard be grown.”
confess inability to discover the bearing o
quotation upon the questions at jssue. It
evidently become the school of the fishwives, ¥
not the halls of a Theological Institution,

But to the argumsnt.  Six points at issue®
before us.

1. That Schrevelius renders baplize by avd
implying sprinkling.

2. That the ceremony of cleansing a defi

here.  See what a nose! How beautiful ! mag- | person, Num. xix. 19, 21, was confined to Opla

nificant ! It is evidently like that of ber father, |

|
and the same was transmitted to her son John, |

who becama the great apostle of Methedism.

On close analysis it will be seen that there |
was a most striking resemblance between the |
mother and the son. Compare any of the |
standard likenesses of Johu Wesley with this,
and our statement will requiré ne other confic-
mation. The temperament of both mother and |
son was fine, and that of the mother exquisitely
so. With a body of moderate size and sym-
metrical mold, with all the functions in high
health—vigoruus, active, wide awake, and full of
spirit—sbhe would animate and inspire ail who
came within her influence. Note how calm,
clear, and yet how expressive the eye with its
loog ashes; bow distinet, well formed and de-
veloped the nose, and what a beautiful chin!
That well cut, slightly open, and regular woman-
ly mouth. Those loving lips. The beautifully
formed and not over large forehead, and a head
—concealed by the cap—high in the center, long
and broad on top, a large cerebellum, with
1deality, Sublimity, Time and Tune well devel-
oped. There was both economy and kindness,
devotion, integrity, Faith, Hepe, Charity, and
steadfastness. Nor was she wanting in courage,
will,or fortitude. The perceptive faculties were
full, with large Order—the basis of method—ism ;
large individuality, Eventuulity, Comparison,
Human Nature, aad the entire central range from
nose to occiput. There was sometbing of the
Napoleoa in her composition, and just the least

ling.

3. That there is no evidence that N
ramersed himse!lf,

4 The impossibility of the immersion of ¥
bles mentioned, Mark vii. 4.

5. That the writings of Irensus do pa¥
the existence of infant baptism in his day.

6. That Origen does distinotly assert o8¥
janetion from the Aposties to give baptisd®
mfants,

On these points—suljects of fair bibliesl ®
historical criticism—we have taken the aff#®
tive, and bhave reviewed and refuted in#®
cession the I)r's. arguments in favor of the off
tive. Upon the overthrow of these, Mr. E#¥
we did expect others, of heavier ca!ibﬁ‘
longer range, would have been brought vp
“ closing remaiks” of cur opponent having, ¥
ever, been made without their appearsnch
strength of our position remaius umm’
This is apparent to all. §

But what will our readers say, when lhqv
that the Rev. J. M. Cramp, DD, has mad¢
asscriion, deliberate as it is un-uvru-ilbl?
we have hop:.lessly broken down.  Who itin?
has really brcken down, cannot be bid e"‘
hind such a statement as this, and it is
worth while for the Dr. to attempt covering !
his retreat, from the eye of a discerning #
by the erection of such a screem of very ¢
tionable morality. In taking our leave ot
retiring foe, we would express a willing#e-

‘should he ever again feel disposed, to meft™= NG
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