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The Merry Feast s Drawing Ne , the Pontiff Honorius I11. permission to
lhfmu: the Feast of the Nativity in a
 novel way. He then journeyed to
Grecio, a little spot in the Appennines,
| there to celebrate his ideal Christmas,
On the mountain side near Grecio a
large stable was roughly built ; carved
wooden i s of the Divine Child, the
Virgin ther, and * Joszph were
placed in it ; the f
gtraw, an alt

midnight

BY FRANK L. STANTON.

It's getting close to Christmas ; across the

hills and dells

You can almost hear the chiming and the
rhyming of the bells :

But the skies are clear and candid, with no
clouds that dream of enow,

And you hear in dark and daylight all the
elfin bugles blow !

It's getting close to ( hristmas, there’s some
thing in the ai
That seems to hreu.
the glor
And sweet the be
our dreams of
Ring, bells, your sweetest music ind Badls
blow your best! | the
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18 shepherds
, ‘ id an assg,
ugles sound through | tied up under thi
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arrived,
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O time of
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with them als
and the wild,
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ing which Cardinal

1 no other time or place is the

I
And, oh
ful watchtul boy
With stocking in the corner
to fill !
But we still than
we're bo;

for Santa Claus |

1 for Christmas, and
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ry still !
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limity of our rel

Extraordinary Pablle Interest the

World Over in the Life of Assist's | cigen 1
ciscans. ltwa ited in i by
Famous Saint, Apostle, Poct, i AW \
IFather Joseph / y & friar ol
Milau, and tl 1les for its ( ance

Now the life of St. Irancis proves| o |
vere ar

that poverty is no hindrance but rather |
an aid to the growth of tha religious |
gpirit. It was in the ever prosent

thought of the poor tbat he found his |
work, But before he cou'd effiziently |
help them he felt that he
of them. S) he renounced all that he } 0
once enjoyed and became & mendicant .
The iined by St
Francis for sports and tournments sud
denly gave place to th perfect
contempt for things ot earth and was
replaced by an ardent zeal for the
glory of God's kingdom. Having
given all his possessious to the poor he

WAS DISINHERITED BY HIS OWN we are
and looked upon by the world as a fan-
atic. We all remember that supreme
and celebrated scene in which he was
brought by his own father before the
justice of the town and prosecuted for | bell three aves in honor of the myste
having given away what did ngt ba- | of the Incarnation. The same
long to him. The Dishops exhorted ordered for morning and noon.
him to return to his father all that was
rightly his. St. Francis instantly
stripped himself naked, and laying his
clothes and his money in a little heap
before the DBishop, cried to the sur
rounding crowd : ‘‘ Listen and under
stand ! Up to this moment I have
called Pietro Bernardone my father.
I now return to him his money and the
garments I have rec eivel from him,
and from this day I will ouly say, ‘Ouar
Father who art in heaven, "

And then the I'rancisan order was
there and then founded by one naked
man.

That order has si
Church eleven Popes ; eighty
onized saints, including such
names as St. Authony of Padua, St. | other Indulg
Bonaventure, St. Bernardine, St derived from Sover
Peter of Aleantara and St. Francis | one alone was giv
Solanus, the patron of American mis- Himself to the loving and lowly
sions, besides Roger Bacon, Alexander Francis
of Hales, and John Duns Scotus ; and Nor
over seventeen hundrel martyrs. It
has also given to the world poets and etic ** Dies Irae’
painters, scientil! and | the Requiem for the dead was

Charles Borromeo, himselt a Fran

of the Third Ocder,

votion knowt

ross, or

must be one
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ion to the universal Church : re
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most

ro BLESS AND ERECT Hy

indebted to St

to rec at the sound of

with which every pr
daily oftice of the B

is

ceviary,
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great Jesuit theologian
says: ‘* I assert that of all
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from the day of its foundation, six COMPOSED BY A PRANCISCAN, misunderstanding in struggling, to llnbla'"l, n ”‘I'.“ 1
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hundred and seventy-two years ago, Fr. Thomas de Celano, and that the | prevent Mr. Healy, before it was too e s OHR ,”.l 11 0Wh COROH
¢ : . : % the Cabinet, if he had Mr. Chamber

Qs
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it was without a stain upon its records,
been a missioner of universal love and
peace. The untiring activity ot these
truly apostolic friars and their cloze
observation of rule have made them an
object of the affection and admiration
of all good men. During the past two
decades the Ocder of St. Francis seems
to be
INFUSED WITH NEW VIGOR

in this country once so fruitful ot
blessed results by the labor of its de inty
voted sons. ment. St

As is well known
order is not confined to
the life-time of its founder many pious
vireins under the dirvection of St. Clare
subjected thems ‘ule of S

Todi.

Franciscans.
yat all this is by the way.
turn to business.

the F ’

sn,  Daring | we should carry on his work
broadly and deeply.
method of doing this
out and adopted

must be

lves to the

still bear
preach b
of Jesus
course of
order was
though 1

lowed a spi e | I | L ¢ e u
Francis I Lves 1 1 at
un iscans k h

- Oedet ead of th

w
the l"“ZAA'\v{A
puiting of the
showing of the 1
manger, to the people as a reminder
of this humility—we need these now.
As Prof. Maurice F.gEgan, whose
writings digplay a rare appr iation
of the Franciscan spirit, has well re-
marked, we need a new St rancis
not only tol solve thegsocial question,
but to teach our young people that the
little things of life are admirably
worth attending to. Why, he asks,
should notallchildren thathave a Christ-
mas tree see,the manger beneath its
branches, and the kneeling animals,
and the grave St. Joseph, and the
Mother of God, and the star in the
East?  Why should the beautiful
symbols of St. Francis be replaced by
the glittering
shops ?  For it should not be forgotten
that the Christmas crib is
THE GIFT OF ST. FRANCIS.
The origin of this beautiful devotion
is thus described: ‘‘Late in the
autumn of tne year 1223, being at
Rome, he sought and obtained from

Sing

church of the

there

painting represent

self composed the following verse

Tertius Ordo nitet!
aran

Seque swosque dicat mat imus ¢

Glorious Third Order! At St
altar

Francisci pronus

ce Leo!

fully to the Third O:der to rep
secret societies, and in Paris the

Anthony's Bread ”
hands of these Tertiaries.

ductive of such
among the poorer classes in

Fathers.

r was covered with |

scan

seans were the

churches

I, extended this

Franeis, or
ever the General of it should

i ATIONS,

For the Angelus, which has been
aptly called the very poetry of prayer,
Bonaventure,
who in 1262, being then General of the
Franciscans, commanded the friars at
the general chapter of his order at Pisa
the evening
ery
as
Tais
was the origin of the Angelus. The
privileged prayer, the ““Sacrosancte,”
t concludes the
I is algo a
giftfrom St. Donaventure. Thedevotion
the Immacu-
well

3
e of devotions
Fraunciscans, is
the divinely-given Indulgence of the
which the
3ourdalous
Indulg-
the Portiuncula is the
most anthentic and valid in the Church,
because it is an Indulgence directiy
oranted by Jesus Christ Himself.” All
rences whatever have been
gn Pontiffs, this

directly by God | try in the

should it be forgotten in this
connection that the sublime and path
which forms part of | the last

which fs the most
beautiful of all hymns in honor of Our
Lady, is also the production of a Fran
cisean — the Italian poet Jacopo da
Indeed few Catholics know how
much they owe to St. Francis and the

To re

If the world is to profit by the present
covival of interest in St Francis that
‘ast must be more than mere seati-
Francis lived his life, not
that we should talk about him, but that
more
Some practical

What more effica- | t
. means could Catholics employ in | pe
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tnem

he | men, even less perhaps than twenty
tim% | men, out o

e Fra
is a notable
o T.eo 111. dedic
ing his family to the Third Order of St.
Francis, for which His Inliness him

Francis’

Gireat Leo consecrates himself and his own.)

The leaders of the new anti-Masonic
crusade in Europe are looking hope-
wce the
yreat | THE
work of personally distributing “St.
is wholly in the
The pres
ent writer has described in another
gewgaws of the toy- place the workings of this great char-
itable movement which has been pro
immeasurable good
‘rance,
and which is shortly to be introduced
into this country by the Franciscan

The extraordinary growth this spe-

" LONDON, ONTARIO, SATURDAY,

cial form of devotion of 5t. Anthony 1%\1»«1 now that Ireland has been chal- a

of Padua whose example after that of ilm-_w-l to give her ver

tion as containing a monopoly
101 . . .
Said Mr., O'Belen : iuf genuine Irish natior 7. 1 may | ¢
SA14 4 . rie . .
i Sy ¥ go further than that I'he [rishmen
. “Lord Salishury has been during | ¢ eat Britain i the Irish ‘1"1 8 Ii,,
the past week teaching us a lesson | o T " :

4 : e Ol | Great Dritain, the men in the strang
which I hope every Irish Nationalist l(,,-; lasid \"h:»‘ fr ll‘u- Gt " (1}‘1\_"\“; ¢
will take to heart. R = i ; i vk y
sensions among Irishmen are England’s | " g i h

i : {their lives in their hands against : t
sovereign remedy agaiust the demands | (:’il : :\ ; of o ”h‘ll ‘IA' lhll?nll\ :H p
3 wer ) . LE 3 18 "ace
of Treland, aund he tells us that so long ‘;in “» t Brit " ml,',‘] “‘\ o I;\ ¥ t
: : res iritalr re almost to L
as these dissensions continue, you can iwi" '““l majority of the Iri “ 'l :l”\\“
th the ajority o e ish party 1

not azain create any agitation in Ire-|q Bl .
R o LAy So are the Irish in America ;

I

There is a great deal | o = | ¢ ;
it |Such a thing as absolute unanimity

. g ~ . nere cou 10t be K v fry, @
there is a great deal of smug Iuglish | there could not be in any counbry, and
|T quite recognize that there are

cant and hypoerisy in it also. I know | 1l endl ARy ot Irist
. > 1 . St1il @ 00( nany yor ) '18
something of Kaglish parties, and I .5‘\'a'i -11113:'- Ao mn”cm-u ¥ ; ‘l‘
know that the English Tory party and| **" i S Skl oA,
the English Liberal p"u‘t\"m’- torn by | F® with us at present upon this sub
jealousies aud by rivalries far mwr("‘ ) but 1t ll'_ b __\nml .'l”lll,m. lrh'}"
bitter than those that divide Irishmen, | h 'i\l .n:\{_\l & ,""“‘ll 1'”_““ 1\]111 "{': 6.
3 1 P aad > ) | there is not one singie represe tative
althongh they have a littis more of the 1;~ Lo af: Irich. Nati "'(,,]4 b A
wisdom of the serpent to conceal it, It] pod § .u‘ lrish Q\,mmnm\- throughout
is easy for a domineering power li‘.\vi'h(‘ alobe that Mr. Healy can point to

afraid of you.
of solid truth in that statement :

Fifaon 18 supporting him in his ca aign t
Fugland to taunt our people whom they | o upporting him in his campaign 10
“ |bankrupt the tional funds and to

have for ages enslaved and trampled |, 0,00 0L R T
down. with not having I,,,“_“”{l.rv.:nk‘n‘]. -l‘x."(!lll:h.\»l of ]I.l,"_ A\ll‘l
all in a moment the lessons and H,mM”-\‘ A AL 48 TR, 30 OLAES L

| Healy to conduct himsell like any

reemen. The} 3 2 Pasir
‘| other man is only the exercising of thé

l!ll,-( right and duty of every fre
munity —the right to oblige individ
world would have been :I‘H_H F“-)HI‘\',E“ ‘ihw \.-'iH Ol thAk T {.‘ i ]\
fought out with revolvers and knives lhd h“ih, S h‘“”,"“ Sdiady Sy
in the streets. It was because we saw “ ‘:".l‘v [",’l"x",‘ I or hu:}n.ln‘Hm-l(.mn‘m,\n:x-.
only too clearly all the troubles that &‘““."'d,' i I'f",'l Salisbury ,“l:h s
have fallen upon the Irish cause '-»1"“'”»“”"'-\ of 152 at his back "'I““.”.l

habits of self-governing
Irish people have been passing during
the last five years through an internal
revolution such as in any other coun- |

com -

: Mr. Chamberlai o is the Englist
five years that some of U8 ‘.l Chamberlain, who i the i ‘l
[r. Healy, going up and down through

struggled, and incurrcd odium and
revolt against

late, from making permanent the gap
among honest Nationalists’ hearts in
Irelani. Englishmen like Lord Salis
bury must not run away with the
idea that because we have had our
troubles in Ireland, anything has
happened which proves the unfit

lain supporting candidates of his own
against the official Tory candidates,
| and accusing Lord Salisbury of selling
his country for foreign gold, do you
think that Lorld Salisbury would hesi
tate one moment from grapling with

: ? : « Chamberlain a sxpelline  hi
ness of the Irish people for self govern Mr, C l'\. mb !] iin and expelling him
from his Cabinet without fear.of being

ment. Oa the contrary, I venture g el
confidently to say that the calmness taunted by any foreign Powers with
e % lissensions amongst Englisbmen. I'he

aior

my Surname.)—St

tupon the new = Healy

fore a convention of such a

work befi
At the present time there are only 110
branches of the National Fed

1e tells us that dis ) ¢
y | Ireland’s destiny, were willing to take | st

wery three parishes in the country

o ol apatine so are the | which are
land that will make English parties Irish in Australia and in Canada. Nationalist districts in the coun
For example, there are six countios
Munster. O
counties, and not the least patriotic
Kerry, Clare, and Waterford
have at the present moment no voice
at all in the councils of the Federation.
Well, I need not tell you that a con
vention that would only represent an

would have no right to speak as the
voice of the Irish nation
ize the country is the fi
hour. Mr. Justin McCarthy is pre
paring a plan tor gending the mem

~ ; . I

and the good sense with which the el I L)
[rish people have made up their mind ;”""’”“1 of 30x0 SabEviLLY 2 S
under circumstances of the most cruel Power to us, and we will do our own
difticulty, aud the decisive majorities "ililn(“:l\\'h:‘.nll' {M”!""m; a ;.uvlw-l-n
i .| for the flouts or the it f any kEng
by which they have expressed (heir or the flouts or the jibes 0Ol 1 n;

opinions proves that the Irish people Eas
it | have qualifications for self-government SALISBURY I o1 [INT A
that no country in the world, except, ‘ PRO L
‘haps, Eungland and the 1 nited | ¢ When L
States, could surpass.

Take twenty |Irish disser

the count

y at the pres

moment, and if you like include

the good old cause of Irish freedom | ce pt in terms of respsct and of venera
could be advanced, no matter \xhuhi”n for a great and illustrious lrish
might be the man at the helm. 1} ou{leader. Lord Salisbury told hig friends
can never despair of such a people as|to lay their mouey on Mr. Parnell.
that, and Englishmen would better | Well, I think those of his friends who
take the beam out of their eyes before | took his advice will probably be a little
they go lecturing Irishmen. shy of Lord Galisbury as a tipster in
IRISH  PEOPLE THEMSELVES DE [ the future. We have done our part
NOUNCE LEADERS' DISSENSIONS, | straightforwardly and honorably by

¢ While England has been wavering lour KEnglish allies as honorably as we
like a weathercock, Ireland has been | have done our part—thank God ! —hy
solid and firm as a rock (hmu;rhmm'm-,! [reland. 1‘1'(»m fhi~' moment forth the
general elections of 92 and 05 In | opinions ot 1,1{;11~\1v11.|-:\ about our say
the first place surrounded as they were lings or our doings will not be a m.:('\-.r
by all sorts of difficulties and trials, and | of the smallest consequenceo to us until
having as they had a good deal of
qnarrelling, the Irish people recorded
a verdict against Redmondism by 2as
sweeping a majority as England ever are able t
arrived at on any political question,

|

prople ave able to enforee diseipline in

we have first proved that the Irish

the ranks of their own Irish party, and
0 prove once more that no
man aud no group of men are as sLiong

the will of the Irish
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{from the minds of men so that on | | ;
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and it thus be a short cut bury } 1N say ¥
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| —North American Review, September, | duce {
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| recent speech (quoted in last y rejected by one of the groales l‘ ) KRpTDR 3 . |
| Pilot) in iich he declares in eff conventions 1 ever attended | of any i : H i

that Tory England can afford to smi 4 ies it A e !h.'[‘n' : i l\“ o 1
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ince Irish dissensions are the perpet | neizhborkood of rl ) .\n. a lity that ;-«.x d an he whole Irish rac e in h
ual safeguard of Fugland's doming 5 as mnever recognized | broad sense of the term. bt b

haracter
sombled there i

|
\
an be as great |
¢ the people of this country \

ation in
he whole country. There are, roughly
waking, 1,200 parishes in the coun
ry, that is to say, that in two out of

here is no organization at all, and
hat is the case chiefly in districts
amongst the sturdies

these there are three

which

wization so restricted as that would
a poor and a petty thing and

[oreorgan
duty of th

hars of the

Irish party and couuly
on the stamp of Mr. Lundon
into every parish in the country to

rouse the dormant branches, and to
organize new ones, and their instruc
tions will be not to be daunted by

any amout t of ohstruction or ol apati

whatever, but to persevere until in
every parish in the from
Malin Head to Cape Clear, you will
have once more the life-blood of the
national organization stirring within
it, and you will have every parish with
a voice in the councils of the nation.
Of course we will be told that this is
packing the convention. Some of Mr
Healov's friends have already begun
sneering at the Most Rev. Dr. Walsh,
who sugzested this convention, as a
mere Canadian Archbishop, but every
thing is packed now-a days except
those select little circles of a half dozen,
who can be whipped together oc
ally in

try, to |

country,

some resolution or other

Irish party.
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necessity for it, they will kno how to
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{ hope it will rise to a higher level
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tween one man's and another man’s
litile almighty personality It will be
a Parliament ot the Irish race, and
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