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LETTERS OF RECOM)’ENDAT!ON
Apostolic Delegation.
g Ottawa, June 13th, 1905.
M. Thomas Coft

My Dear S(r.—eginu coming to Canada 1 have
been a reader of your paper, 1 havenoted with satis-
faction that it is directed with intelligence and
ability, and, above all, that it is imbued with a strong

tholic spirit. It strenuously defends Catholic
rinciples and rights, and stands firmly by the teach-
Ljund authority of the Church, at the same time
moting the best interests of the country. Follow-

g these linesit bas done a great deal of good for
the welfare of religion and country, and it will do
more and more, as its wholesome influence reaches
more Catholic homes. 1 therefore, earnestl y recom-
mend it to Catholic families. With my blessing on
your work, and best wishes for its continued success.

Yours very sincerely in Christ,
DoxaTus, Archbishop of Ephesus.
Apostolic Delegate

UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA.
.  Ottawa, Canada, March 7th, 1900.
Mr. Thomas Coffey
Dear Sir: For some time past] have read your
estimable paper, the CaTroLIC RECORD, and congra-
tulate you upon the manner in which it is published.
Its matter and form are both good ; and & trul
Catholic spirit pervades the whole. Therefore, wit
leasure, | can recommend it to the faithtul. Bless-
rng you and wishing you success, believe me to re-
main.
Yours faithfully in Jesus Christ.
1D. Farcon1o, Arch. of Larissa,
Apos. Deleg.

LONDON, SATURDAY, MARH 9, 1912

MR. BOURASSA AND PROVINCIAL
RIGHTS

The agitation for Federal interference
with provincial jurisdiction overall that
concerns the solemnization of marriage
may have very far-reaching results.
The whole edifice of Confederation rests
on Provincial autcnomy in certain
clearly defined matters. A

The United States were at first only a
loose aggregation of sovereign states
with the consequent right of any state
to secede from the Union. To drive
home the Federal idea required the
gigentic civil war. Since that time,
under the guise of interstate commerce
and the like, the Federal power had been
strengthened and extended. Even yet
some embarrassing vestiges of sover-
eignty remain to the nominally sover-
eign states, for example, the necessity of
extraditign between different states of
the same country. Again, the Federal
Constitution gives to the central govern-
ment certain clearly-defined legislative
powers, and all juriediction not thus
clearly defined and delegated to the
Federal government is vested in the
State Legislatures. It will be remem-
" bered how California, in the exercise of
ber undoubted constitutional rights a
few years ago, almost involved the
Federal government in war with Japan.

The Fathers of Confederation, profit-
ing doubtless by the experience of the
United States, madeithe Central Govern-
ment of Canada much stronger, giving
to the various provinces certain defin-
ite powers, but vesting the residuum of
legislative jurisdiction in the Domin-
ion Parliament. There is no talk here
of sovereign provinces ; British Colum-
bia could not involve Canada in a dis-
pute with Japan ; the Federal Govern-
ment flnds no difficulty in disallowing
the Natal acts passed by British Colum-
bia to exclude oriental immigration.
On the whole our constitution has
worked smoothly, precisely because
provincial jurigdiotion is limited defin-
itely and clearly deficed. But ques-
tions have arisen, and inevitably will
arise, unforeseen by the authors of Con-
federation, and consequently not
specifically provided for. But al-
ways Provincial Rights have had
valiant champions. Passing over those
questions on which Ontario’s claimq_
were upheld by the Privy Council, let
us revert for a moment to the Manitobh
Schools case. Here the judicial com-
mittee of the Privy Council decided
that the Catholics of Manitoba had a
grievance, and that the Dominion Par-
liament had the legal and.constitutional
right to pass remedied legislation. Then
the very people who are now loudly
clamoring for Federal interference with
the autonomy of Quebee, indignantly
shouted * Hands off Manitoba !”

In the Legislature of Quebec, the other
day, Mr. Bourassa called attention to
the fact that the solemnization of mar-
riage in the provinee of Quebec was only
one phase of the difficulty, as, if the
jurisdiction of the Federal authorities
was maintained, other civil acts would
be similarly affected. And we might
call attention to the evident fast that
other provinces may be aftected.

Mr. Bourassa stated emphatically,
and repeated the stat t, that the
Ne Temere decree affected the eivil
law only in so far as was permitted by
the Legislature. Hence, under rover of
religious liberty and religious equality,
the Ne Temere agitators were really
attacking Quebec’s antonomy and pro-
vincial rights. Mr. Bovrassa maintained"
that the Federal Government should
not have the right to plead a case ex
parte without calling into sid the pro-

vinees whose jurisdiotion might be at-
tacked or weakeued by the decision. This
oontention has since been recognized au
just by the Federal Government, which,
through the Minlster of Justioe, has in-
vited all provinclal governments to be
represented by counsel if they so de-
sire.

Misrepresentation with regard to
mixed m s makes this quotation
from Mr. Bourassa’s speech very oppor-
tune :

“ In this question of mixed marriages,
how many know that in the history of
Quebec never has a single mar! be-
tween s Protestant and a Oatholle, as
performed by a Protestant minister,
been declared invalid.”

With regard to the possible effect the
Ne Temere might have on mixed mar-
riages Mr. Bourassa said :

“ When the case was finally decided,
it any doubt existed in the minds of
snyone as to the validity of their mar-
risge that it was the duty of the Legis-
lature to find some remedy for it, as it
was unfair to exact of anyone not & mem-
ber of the Church to be submitted to
the jurisdictiofi of another church and
hils opinion was that if finally there was
any doubt on this question it would be
the duty of the government of Quebec
to confer with the Catholic Church
suthorities so as to remove the doubt,
as had been done in other countries, for
example Germany. But as to the mar-
riage of two Catholics, neither John
Dougall, Mr. Lancaster, or Bishop
Farthing should put their nose into
that affair, Those who were attacking
8o much the position of the Catholic
Church and the sanctity of marriage
as performed by that church should
look to their own glass house and put a
stop to the divorce scandal.”

This pronouncement of the Nationalist
leader, who is regarded as “ultra-mon-
tave” in his views, should convince fair-
minded Protestants that though Quebec
may not tolerate Protestaut interference
with Catholic marriages, the fullest
liberty and the most aniple security will
be extended to Protestant and mixed
marriages.

It Quebec Protestants have any
grievance their appeal lies, at least in
the first instance, with the Legislature of
the Province. Not until such appeal for
redress is rejected should the matter be
brought into the arena of Federal poli-
tios.

JUDGE OHARBONNEAU'S DECI-
SION

The decision of Judge Charbonneau
reverses that of Judge Laurendeau and
deolares the Hebert-Clouatre marriage
valid and binding in the eyes of the
civil law.

The widest possible iuterest centred
in this case and we have before us news.
paper comments from Halifax to Van-
couver. The tone of these comments is
indicated by La Presse :

“The judgment has brought joy to
the full into the camp of the adversaries
of the Ne Temere decree. Itisacclaimed
as 8 Protestant victory over the Catho-
lic Church. And as a matter of fact
the Protestant ministers are the one
people to benefit by gaining in this ocase
tke power to marry Catholics, and to
make a breach smong the followers of
the Church of Rome. The guarantees
which surround marriage are not in-
creased, they may even be considerably
diminished.”

This, unfortunately, but too accurate-
ly describes the spirit which animates
the widespread publig {interest in the
case. The Manitoba Free Press says
that Judge Charbonneau’s deecision, if
upheld by the higher courts, “will make
church annulments of marrisges worth-
less in the eyes of the law.” As a
matter of fact there is no such question
at issue. The canonical impediments
invalidating marriage are recognized by
the civil code section 127, and it is
their interpretation of that section of
the civil code, that impelled five Quebec
judges to decide that two Catholics can-
not be legally or civilly married before
a Protestant minister. Judge Char-
bonneau and the two judges who reached
@ contrary decision, all’agree with the

other five judges as to the law they-

were called upon to interpret and apply
in the marriage cases that came befor®
them. This was in all cases the civil
law of the Province of Quebec. The
deorees of the Church have no eivil
effect except in so far as the civil
power recognizes their value and incor-
porates them in the civil code.

In this respect Quebec does what all
the other provinces do ; the legislature
uses it own judgment as to how far it
will give civil effect to Christian laws.
In all parts of Canada bigamy is a crime
punishable in the civil courts. Why ?
What right has the state to decide how
many wives a free born British’ subject
may have ? The state in Turkey does
not thus restrict individual liberty.
Still the state does prohibit bigamy and
polygamy, thus ¢ outraging” the con-
science of Mormons and others. Aé-ln.
with regard to Sunday observance, the
state steps in and imposes the Christian
idea,'sometimes the Piritan ides,of the
Sabbath on Jews, Seventh Day Adven-
tists and others who do not share the
idea of the Lord’s Day Alliance.

What is the justification ? Simply that
the sentiment of the country is pver-
whelmingly in favor of these lawh.

Then if the sentiment of Quebec is
overwhelmingly in favor of Catholic mar-
riage laws for Catholics, with entire
liberty to non-Catholics, why may not
the Legislature enact laws to that

effect ? It is Dob the encroachments, of

Rome, but the free exeroise of

sttacking.

Of course Judge Charbonnesu's decis-
fon settles nothing; other learned judges
hold the very opposite view of the bear-
ing of the civil law of Quebec as it
And even it the highest court
should fina! y declde that the lat-
ter are wrong and Judge Charbonneau
is right there is still no reason why the
Quebec Legislature, it it deem it advis-
able, shounld not make the provisions of
the civil code perfectly clear and un-

stands.

eqn‘vootl.

In the meantime the matter is ,unde-
oided and we commend to clergymen
like the Rev. E. I. Hart, of Montreal,
who says he never hesitated to marry
Roman Oatholic couples, the following
editorial comment of the Quebec Chron-

icle :

“So far, however, as it is a question of
the Hebert case itself, we have always
considered that every Protestant min-
ister should make it a point of honor
never to celebrate the marriage of two
Catholies, even t.ough it should be
Where both parties be-
long to the same church, they should
not go to the clergy of another faith to
To do so implies some-
thing radically wrong, and the Protest-
ant minister who unites two Catholies
is liable to be abusing the law and en-

legal to do so.

be married.

couraging immorality.”

In the Province of Quebec the com-
petence of a Protestant minister to
marry two Catholies is still undecided.
What then can be thought of those mipis-
ters who, with doubtful jurisdiction,
persict in intermeddling with Catholie
marriages? Peshaps the marriage ques-
tion at Niagara Falls and Windsor may

suggest the answer.

FAVORS CELIBACY OF THE
CLERGY

Rev. Byron H. Stauffer, of Toronto
has some interesting things to say about
the celibate, as couapared with a married
clergy. Commenting on the statements
in a Globe editorial that “the tragedy

ber oivil ['versant with the housing
powers by the Provinee of Quebeo,that
our over-sealous Protestant friends are

usls, who are more im| than odn-
leas, sdvo-
oate the erection of & numbér of build-
Ings in a certain quarter of the oity for
the very poor. They would make it &
refage lor those who wish to escape the
exactions of the t lsndlord. We
fear, however, that these houses would
be shuoned by the very people for whom
they sre planned. An expert is » safer
gulde on this matter than & philanthrop-
ist who talks. He ought to be able to
furnish s plan that would commend it-
self to the self-respect of the poor, snds
moreover, bave it supported by legisla-
tive enactment. We can also make our
fellow-wayfarer & neighbor by helping
him. The man out of work, the urchins
who run the streets, they who are
stumbling slong with thelr burdens—
these are at our doors and are our breth.
ren. We may be able to do but little,
but anything is better thsn inaction
and the following of the don't care pol
icy of the pagan. A little thought, a
little self-sacrifice will benefit us far
more than the recipients of our brother-
ly love. Oar brethren with tear-stained
faces are round sbout us and we can
minister unto them. We can shut our
eyes, and, shirking our duty, let Christ
pass by unheeded. Work for our breth-
ren is the best answer to the arguments
of the socialists.

A FRIEND

Sorrow is one of our best friends. It
gives us vision, It makes us appreciate
at their just value the little things
which enchain our attention. [t strips
us of our pride and clothes us with
hamility. It whips us from the pursuit
of pleasure, It poars strength into
bodies emasculated through sin and
selfishness. And it turas our face to-
wards the eternal gates. We may strive
as we will, but the way will he ever
bard, and the feet be tired, and sorrow
be at our side making us strong and
getting us ready for the wor!d beyond
the spheres. '

of the Church js the unrecoguized )

creeping paralysis of the pulpit,” he
said that a celibate clergy was prefer

able to a lifeless one.
*“ Bad as

children stands

age assuredly needs.

*.We are so dependent upon the in-
fluence of money, the age is so material,
the cost of living is so high and the
loss of 'income consequently so serious
that an outspoken pulpit in the circles
of society where outspokenness counts

is well nigh an impossibility.”

“ Bad as the idea of a celibate clergy
may be!” To understand fully the mean-
ing of this we must forget our own ex-
perience as Catholics with manly, virile
priests [faithfully corresponding with
the grace of state, and remember the
Protestant conception of the celibate
Still it is better than the dumb

clergy.
dogs whose god is their belly,

The tongues of these dumb dogs are
loosed only when they join the yelping
pack in pursuit of some Papist game,
This requires no moral courage; indeed
it takes considerable courage for the
average minister to refuse to join the

pack.

In the meantime, with newspapers and
even clergymen fearlessly voicing the
opinions long held by the Protestant
multitude, who no longer sit under the
lifeless pulpit, it behcoves our friends
to set their own house in order and let

Popery aloue.

NO HEAVEN HERE

Some of the wise philosophers who re-
ject revelation labor to make a heaven
upon earth. It is true, indeed, that in-
ventions, a better knowledge of nature’s
laws and regard for hygiene, are respon-
sible for a greater measure of well-being.
But it is also true that, despite the con-
quests of genius, sorrow is the insepar-
Man has
breathed into marblé and canvas sub-
lime thoughts and visions of beauty :
he has freed himself from the bonds that
could attach his soul to earth, but he
has done nothing against'the kingship of
Every generation has seen the
Hygiene
will not banish it. Nor will the efforts,
however well-intentioned, of philanthro-
pists make the dreain of terrestrial hap-
We can and we
should endeavor to alleviate the wretch-
Some of the
conditions under which the very poor
live are a disgrace to our civilization.
The tenements that are finding places
for disease and sin : the foul rookeries
which are a testimony to the rapacity of
landlords and to the inertness of civie
Now
and then disease breaks out in these foul
and loathsome hovels and forthwith
there is clamor and sapient directions
And
then we have dissertations on the hous-
ing problem. Speeches are made, and
then there is a lull and forgetfulness
We
may say, by the way, that some individ-

able companion of man.

SOTTOW,
wet eyes of men and women.

piness an assured fact.

edness that is man-made.

authorities, should be demolished.

about the use of chloride of lime.

until the next danger to health.

the idea of a celibate
clergy may be,” said Mr. Stauffer, “if
fear of loes of position and consequent
loss of adequate support of wife and
in the way of out-
spokeness on moral issues, it is better
that the twentieth century preacher be
untrammelied by, temporal necessities
snd go out free from the power of
money, to preach the gospel that this

THESE MISSIONARIES

Some time ago we read an account of
& * farawell "’ to a few men and women
off to convert the Chinese to Protestant-
ism. For weapon they had the “ open
Bible;” jast how much of it was not
stated. We do not impugn their motives:
but surely they must have a bewilder-
ing belief in the gullibility of the
Chinese. For they eannot on thei: own
principles prove that they have a Bible,
open or otherwise. If they go it blind
they cannot expect bthers to have a
similar credvlity. They cannot prove
the inspiration of the Bible. They re-
gard it, we know, as inspired, but seeing
that there is not a line in it from cover
to cover to justify this regard, and even
if there were it would not help them,
they are in sorry plight. Supposing
that a Chinaman were to ask them to
prove the correctness of their inter-
pretation of the Bible, what would they
say ? They would say something, but
nothing to quiet an enquiring miand.
They are, as well as those who
sent thiem, but fallible men. They
may be wrong. They cannot say
what is true or what is false doctrine.
The Presbyterian, for instance, believes
that baptism shonld be given to infants :
the Baptist believes that it should not.
Hence they must ask the Chinaman to
stake his hope of eternal salvation on
the word of men, who may be deceived,
and who can give neither, for the Bible
of which they talk, nor for their author-
ity to teach a semblance of proof. And
how is the Chinaman going to selegt the
right doctrines from the multitudinous
and contradictory beliefs preached by
the sects. If blessed with a modicum of
common sense he will be bewildered by
the many grave gentlemen takiong differ-
ent meanings from the same Bible. He
may be led to believe that there is
something wrong in their business or in
the Bible. And yet every year this
oomedy of farewell (o missionaries is
staged in some section of the country.

HOW WE REGARD IT

The Catholic is exhorted to read the
Bible for his instruction and sanctifioa-
tion. He knows that the Bible is pro-
tected by the Ohurch from the notor-
iety-seeking divine and the free-
thinker who says that he can beat the
Ten Commandments. He does not give
the Word of God the meaning that falls
in with his imaginings or preconceived
ideas. He believes in the inspiration of
the Bible because the infailible Church
of God declares it*to be inspired. Tae
Catholic is also aware that to reject
the Church and to accept its documents
as inspired is subversive of common
sense. He knows that unless the Bible
is interpreted by divinely appolnted au-
thority it becomes not God's word but
men's word. If * historic Chris-
tianity, which is the Catholic
Church, is not God's superna-
tural religion, God has no super-
natural religion. And if so, then will a
wise man leave far behind him the nar-
ro , the bitt: the dryness, the
unloveliness of the warring and wrang-
ling seots to which Protestantism has
.given birth.”

R R L

LENT

The worldiing scoffs at the very men-
tion of the word pensnce. He prates
about nature, He coddles his poor body,
weaps it up in purple and fine linen, and
lets no thought of an hereafter interfere
with its eme and comfort. But the
Church of God will allow no Ostholie to
entertain these notions. She preaches
that penance is as essential to-day as it
was when her discipline was more rigid.
She " ids us look into our hearts and dis-
cover what fruits the sacraments we
have recelved have brought forth, What
difterence is there between us and those
not of the fold ? Where is the penagoe
in our lives ? 8t. Gregory says : * Our
confessions are of no. avail unless we
asssume the labor of penance: and
furthermore, we cannot look upoff any-
one as being truly and sincerely ton-
verted unless he will struggle to wash
out his sins by the proper painful auster-
ities.” * Thou has not left unpucished,”
says St. Augustine to the Lord, “ the
sins of those whom Thou hast pardoned.
Thou pardonest him who confesses his
sin ; bat Thou pardonest only according
to the measure in which the sinner
punishes himself. Thus mercy and jus-
tice are satisfled : merey is satisfied be-
cause man is delivered out of his sin ;
justice is appeased because man's sin is
punished.”

In the early ages of the Charch sin
was hated with a deep and abiding
hatred, and was punished rigorously and
at length. The records of these ages
make us blush for our own. Oaur forbears
in the faith w-re enthusiastic in their
piety ; they realized the objects of their
faith and recognized the necessity of
penance. They were warriors : we are
ofttimes cowards. They understood
what it meant to offend God : we are
apt to forget that unless we do penance
we shall perish.

There were four degrees of canonical
penance. The first degree comprised
those who were called the weepers. They
remained outside the Church, begging
for mercy, lamenting with tears their
transgressions. Their trial lasted from
one to five years according to their sin.
The second degree of canonical penaneg
embraced the hearers, who were allowed
to listen to the instructions. For a
period of from one to five years they
were obliged to fast and to remaiu in the
vestibule of the church. The third de-
gree consisted of the penitents who were
allowed to enter the church but were
not adjudged worthy,to assist at the Holy
Sacrifice. The fourth degree took in
those who were not permitted to receive
the Body and Blood of Christ for a per-
jod of time prescribed by the :Bishop.
When their ordeal was over they con-
fessed publicly and were ahgolved. The
spostdie fasted on bread and water for
ten years. Drunkenness was punished
with a rigorous fast., We might go on,
but these facts will serve to show the
spirit that snimated the Church, and
the docility of her children.

AN OBSTACLE

The great obstacle to the progress of
the Church is not the machinations of
hostile goveraments, nct the anti-Chris-
tian propaganda of men who have
quarreled with God, but the indifferent
Catholie who places the world and self
in the first and God in the second place.
He is inclined to rail at anthority. When
a prelate makes somw pronouncement he
isone of the first to play the criticand to
air his superior wisdom born of an un-
Catholic heart. He seeks to pose as
being independent and broad-minded be-
caase it helps him in business nr enables
his wife to enter the sacro-sanct land of
society. Any legitimate exercise of
authority is deplored as either unneces-
sary or calculated to provoke the
animosity of the non-Catholic. He
loves peace so much that he will
swallow any insult against the
Church with a sarprising alacrity. This,
however, he calls prudence, to the
amazement of those who have any regard
for manhood. He hides his prineciples,
goes through life with bated breath, re-
sents any guidance of priest or prelate
and gets the contempt of Catholic and
non-Catholic alike. He may be used for
this or that purpose, but he is placed in
the category of those who are spineless.
The Protestant, however he may view
the faithful and ardent Catholic, will re-
spect him as a man unashamed of his be-
liefs and ready to defend them. The
shufiling Catholic, with his pose of wis-
dom, his cheap criticism, his strivings to
placate others at any cost, his pitifal ef-
forts to cloak his ignorance with the
vesture of broadmindedness, id a living
affront to decent men.

HOW THEY DO IT

The Antigonish branch of the
0. M.B. A. has given $1,0Q0 to St. Francis
Xavier College in that town. Antigon-
ish is certainly in the forefront so far as
Oatholic education is concerned. Its col-
legerepresents a world of devotion, work
and self-sacrifice, and is to-day one of
our best ts. With prof s trained
in America and Europe, it is a factor in
the educational world and will in tae
near future be acknowledged as one of
the most efficlent halls of learning on
this continent.

WHERE WAS BEATTIB NESBIT

Massoy Hall, where was held the
Orange demonstration in Toronto to pro-
test against the granting of Home Rule
to Ireland, was, sccording to the Globe,
comfortably filled. Three thousand is
glven as the number of those present,
bat as the hall accommodates five thou-
sand there must have been a large
measure of comfort. The speakers on
the cccasion were Mr. H. C. Hocken,
Mr, J. 8. Willison, editor of the News,
Hon. Wallace Nesbitt, K. C., and Dr, A,
W. Thornton, The chaplains of the
meeting were Rev. Canon H. U. Dixon
snd Rev, Dr. W, H. Hincks. It is cus-
tomary for clergymen who have small
congregations to attend méetings of this
character. The speakers were all in
sympathy with and over-ready to glorify
that portion of the population of Ireland
confined to Ulster who threw rotten
eggs, bags of flour, mud and other mis-
siles at Lord Pirrie, hitting him several
times on the face and bespattering Lady
Pirrie and the policemen who were es-
corting them. Would they not likewise
give three cheers and a tiger
for the ssme people who offered
gross insult to Mr. and Mrs. Winston
Churchill when they recently visited
Belfast. There was an air of stupidity,
buttressed by dense bigotry, [in the
utterances of all the speakers. Mr.
Willison, editor of the News, said that
“what we demand is that the legisla-
tures of Canada shall not again join in
a conspiracy against Ulster and that
the machines we have taken up to merge
the scattered brovinces of the Dominion
of Canada into a single commonwealth
shall not be used to separate Ireland
from the empire and subject her to re-
strictions and perilsto which we iv Can-
ada would never submi®” As Ireland
will in the future bear piretty much the
rame relation to Eogland as the Prov-
ince of Oatario does to Ottaws, we
may take it that Mr. Willison trimmed
his sails to evoke an Orange cheer. It
was & typical Orange argument—com-
mon sense ¢ hivering in the cold out-
side. But Mr. Wallace Neshitt; K. C.,
gave us a serious joke on the occasion.
It may not be looked upon as a joke in
the Queen City but will be laughed at
everywhere else in the Dominion. The
King's Couusel recently met Sir
Edward Carson, who had expressed sur-
prise when “he (Mr. Nesbit) had told
him that the unanimous opinion in
Canada was not in favor of Home Rale.
He hoped Sir EdMard would be in
Toronto as his guest next September
and the Toronto people would have an
opportunity of hearing him then.” The
interpretation clause applied to this
statement would read thus: “Come to
Massey Hall, Toronto, and we will call

a public meeting to discuss the Home.

Rule question. You will then see that
the people of Canada are against Home
Rule.,” Toronto is a grect city and
rapidly increasing in population. A
pity it is that there are so many with-
in its limits who are saying and doing
things to bring it into disrepute else-
where.

OOMING TO THEIR SENSES

We ask our non-Catholic fellow-citi-
zens to give careful study to the follow-
ing ‘article from the Winnipeg Saturday
Post, a secular paper published by nou-
Catholies. Surely the prevailing condi-
tions ought to turn people’s minds to a
more kindly feeling towards the Pope
because of his having given us the Ne
Temere decree. Our Protestant fellow-
citizens will, we feel sure, come to the
conclusion sooner or later that Rome is
wise after all, and that the severe criti-
cism indulged in against the Catholic
Ohurch was both ill-considered and un-
just :

That marriage mix-up, of which we
have heard so much in Winnipeg during
the past week, is not only absurdly silly,
but it also has a serious side. A man
who would marry a girl under such cir-
cumstances is deserving of no sympathy.
A girl who would play the fool to the
extent to which this simpleton played it
is not to be pitied either. A preacher
who would marry two total strangers,
and have witnesses present who knew
neither of them, not only deserves -no
sympathy, but deserves to be roundly
censured. The Freé Press, which pub-
lished the yellow advertisement that led
to all the trouble, must now feel proud
of itself ! No reputable paper on the
continent publishes advertisements of
this nature. Only papers that do not
hesitate to play the part of agent for

“procurers and others with guestionable

motives lend themselves to this service.

The whole mix up is one that reflects
mighty little credit on the condition of
our marriage laws, and also little credit
on our social conditions. The only
people really to be pitied are the mem-
bers of the unfortunate girl’s family.
They, at least, are innocent. Everyone
else in the transaction is guilty of erimi-
nal folly or worse. The girl herself has
received her punishment by being law-
fally married to a man whom she does
not even know. The man is punished in
the same degree. The minister in the
case is punished by having made htm-
8élf supremely ridiculous. He will also
have the satisfaction of knowing, as a
minister and a8 man familiar with the
law, that the only manner in which this
man and this woman ocan have their
marrisge annuled within seven years
will be by the committing of another
offence.

The chief value of the whole absurd
incident is to be found in the fact that
it has called public attention to the
dangerous ease with which persons may
be married in this province by ministers

of cerain ochurches. Had the minister
in this casse been s Roman Oatholie
priest, this miz-up could never bave
occurred. That very “ Ne Temere de-
oree,” concerning one feature of which
we have heard so mueh of would
prevent just such a scandal as this. I
do not know, but I doubt very much the
possibility of s similar thing occurring
with an Anglican clergyman as a K:ny
to it. In Canads, however, we should
no longer lesve matters’ of this kind
merely to Church rules—especially now
that there are so many churches that
have rules of such sstonishing peculiar-
ity. Is it not appslling to think of a
condition where it is possible for two
utter strangers to be married by a
stranger, with two strangers as witnesses
—and this in » province and s city
vhere 8 bank will decline to cash s
cheque for a man unless he first be iden-
tifled ! Clearly; the law should be so
amended as to make it at least neces-
sary for the contracting parties to a
marriage to be as well identified before
the officiating minister as a man must be
before he can tbtain money for a $100
cheque,

A NEW MOVING PICTURE SHOW

Rev. O. O. Johnston, of Toronto,
essays to be a proud owner of a
cinematograph. . He is exceedingly
jealous of the crowds that go to
see the moving picture shows and Shea's
vaudeville, and he bethought him that
as agraduate of the Chiniquy-Margaret-
Shephard - John Kensit Institute he
could, were he to make a furious on-
slaught on the Vatican, briﬁg to his
particular amusement hall a throng of
Toronto's population who are ever itch-
ing to see a “ show,” and who, if the
show partakes of an anti-Romanist
feature,will enjoy it all the more heartily.
That there are Protestant clergymen in
Tdronto who are ashamed of the Rev. C.
O. Johnston we have not the smallest
doubt, but the pity of it is that in their
system of government there is little or

| no church authority, which could be

utilized to prevent him kicking the

traces. “I have decided to commit
my life and use all the strength
which God has given me to the
suppression of all the evils which
are identified with priesthood as identi-
fied with the Roman Catholic Chureh,”
declared this heated, scattered and
turbulent clergyman. We give it liter-
ally as the press despatch has ic. He
is willing to commit his life, but he
had better have a care that his life will
not be committed for a considerable
term in prison. Gross libels are punish-
able by law. Patience has its limits
and some day some one may issue a
warrant for the arrest of Rev. C. O.
Johnston, and the policemsn way take
him by the collar and bring him before
s judge and the judge may sentence
him for a period to a place where he
will, after working hours, have an oppor-
tunity of meditating upon the inadvisa-
bility of leading a life which brings one
into contact with a policeman. As the
first attraction on Rev. Mr. Johnston's
programme will no doubt be the Ne
Temere decree, we publish the following
article from the North -jWest Review of
Winnipeg :
THE WATSON MARRIAGE

Another “Ne Temere” echo comes
from our local dailies :

G W. Watson advertised a few weeks
ago in the columns of the®Free Press
for a wife. Among the replies he re-
ceived a letter signed Annabelle Rus-
sel. The letter favorably impressed
him, and for some days the two corres-
pouded regalarly.

In her letter Miss Russell hinted at
some grave fears for the future, impli-
cating 8 physician whom she named as
“Cayle. She said that she had inherited
a fortune of about $12,000, and that the
doctor was trying to force her to marry
him so that he might secure the
money.

Miss Russell emphatically stated that
if she did not marry Watson on Satur-
day that she would be forced to leave
the city for Chicago, and' that Watson
would then not have a chance to wed
her. Actuated by this, Watson agreed
to meet *Miss Russell in a drug store,
and told h:r to wear a red rose ego that
he might distinguish her from other
women in the store at the time of the
meeting.

It appears that Miss Russell became
tired of waiting for Watson, and left,
throwing the rose on the floor in disgust.
Previously, however, she confided in an-
other girl, and the laster, in a romantic
spirit, picked up the rose, and imperson-
ated Miss Russell and was married.
The ceremony was performed by Rev.
Dr. Eber Crummy. Within twenty
minutes after the wedding the girl van-
ished and her husband could not locate
her. Subsequently she made an
arrangement to meet him yesterday
afternoon. She went with Watson to his
rooming house, where he detained her
for hours, and the police were called.

The girl then retained T. R. Ferguson
to look after her interests, and to try
and annul the marriage on the ground
that she went through the ceremony as
jost. :

It was precisely to prevent these rash
marriages that the Catholiec Church four
years ago promulgated the “Ne Temere”
decree, which:has caused an uproar in
this country.

If Dr. Crummy had had a “Ne Temere’
decree, or some such legislation to
guide him in this matter, he would have
saved himself, to say the least, a lot of
cheap advertising.

According to the Free Press, Dr.
Crummy states that .o made no inquiries
before performing the ceremony, be-
oause it is not customary to do so. -

Of course it is not customary to do so,
and that is why we hear of s0 many run-
away marriages, which generally end up
in separation or*in the divorece court.
We suppose Dr. Crummy made Mr.
Watson and his lady repeat the old
phrase, “until death do us part,” it
being understood of course that it has

no other meaning than : ‘“‘until we grow




