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FIVE-MINUTE SERMON,

I'hird NSunday after Epiphany

(HE BACRAMENT OF MATEIMONY,
I think you are all persusded, my
brethren, of the wrong and the danger

of Cicholies going to a Protestant min

fater for u.arrhutf 3 and similar ones
esn be giveu why we should not go be-
fore a magistrate for that purpose. It
fs plain that the authorities of the
8:ate are not the right persous to assist
officially the sacraments of the
Chuoreh, It would be just as proper to
ask the mayor to baptize your ehildren
as to go to him for marriage. To re'er
the «r ol your marriage to him,
however lne & man he may be person
ally he to acknowledge the right |
of ithority tal harge of |
re Tairs ; and such a rigt aLh
ol sdmit !
o, 1tirate la nder |
¢ y o |
) ! : rriage, |
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nAa 1 ocerta de es of Kin
bid ry e d ‘
b ge within the d is |
n re ruized by the laws i the |
Chur as a real and true warriage, |
and the parties haveto be married over |
again, at least privately, if it is ever
found out. And there are some ot -er

imyediments which have the same effect.
It is of no use to publish all these and
try to explain them ; wany mistakes

would be made, and matters would only
become worse, No, to be safe in all
aflairs of this kind you must go to those
who have made a special study of it ;

just as youn flad out the law of the h.atu
from your lawyer, and not from a book.
Go, then, to the priest : he is the one
who has made a special study of the
law of the Cnurch, and the only one.

In order to make sure that Catholic
marriage shall be contrasted before
the priest, a law has been made, and
binds in some countries, and in some
parts even of this eountry, making it
invalid, or null and void, if contracted
without the presence of the parish
priest of at least one of the parties
This doss not, however,Mold just here,
But there is a very special and urgent
law in this diocese, and in many others,
forhidding the going to a Protestant
ministor for nnniagu, and reserving
the ahsolation for this to the Bishop, or
some one authorized by him. Catholies,
therefore, who are guilty of such a rash
act get themselves into a very un
pleasant position ; still, they must, of

course, try to get out of it soomer ul"
later, and if any one finds himself in |
this predicament the only sensible thing |
to do is to come at ocnce to the priest, |
who will help him as far as possible )
Al «ins ¢an be forgiven, amd all mis. |

« rectified, if one has the right dis- |
|
|
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is only
person to say
ne's creed is, ete.
uslon is just the
be posed that revelation
; for in this ocase indif
sither concerning internal
oncerning external wor
ther can be indifferent to
sroal worship requires one to
notion of God's attributes
mnner in whioh one should

I nat has

1 vering the field
y field of action, it
y of a silly

e ocono

place himself in relation to those
attributes, When, however, we come
to look loto the actributes of God aond
of our uaties under them and in con-
forwity with them, we flod such a
variety of notions—olten, indeed, in
conflict—held by man that a choice
must be made. Some of the tenets of
men are anything but hooorable to
God, as, for instance, that He has made
men to damn them for the manifesta-
tion of His glory. Calvin and the
Westwinster divines held the dreadful
doctrine of absolute and antecedeut
reprobation, Others, as Adamites, re-
jected any worship of God except by
unclad offerers, If it be asserted, then,
that God is indifferent to the kind of

worship that is pald Him, the state
| ment is equivaleut to saying thai He
is indifferent to His own honor and jus-
tice Surely such a conclusion is high |
ly & |
Indiff n is a doet false in |
itself Y i
I
A A ! L L] Y
y t 1 ate f: h
¢ . giv
iod M A8 I he right, er
I I givine conecession
Rea 1 at God alone has a
right to our worship and vhe right to in
ate t anner in which we are to
i it. Ma no such right by
iivine conoes ( for God ecould not

give man
errors,

the ri 'AL to hooor Him by
vices and by impious rites,

It is [false, in the second place, be-
cause it assumes that all religions are
true and good, This conelusion offends
good sense, lor some religionsare foolish,
others obscene, and others sanguinary :
and as all are contradictory, it follows
some are necessarily faise, or only one
true,

2 JIndifferentism is blasphematory,
for it is blasphemy to deny Gd's at-

tributes. Iodifferentism denies God's
truth, holiness, wisdom a~d justice,
sinee it holds all religions to be

equnally good and trune and all alike
pleasing to Him,

3. Indifferentism is injarious to
man, for it would have man believe
contradictory doctrines. It leaves
man free to believe that Christ is
really in the Eacharist or that He is
not present ; that sins are forgiven by
the sacrament o! penance, and that
they are not forgiven, ete. If a man
holds that there is but one true faith,
and yet that he may hold other faiths,
he is a hypocrite. Hypocrisy is im
pions ip God's eyes and injurious to
social good, wherein sincerity is a
prime requisite for healthy existence.

1. Indifforentism is destructive of
religion, and conseqnently of society ;

for a religion without some notion of
God is  inconceivable. DBat what
denies God's attributes pra: tl(_\ll

denies God. l,m. wise a religion wit

s is inconceivable. ln 1t
have no foree of ob
Thos iodifferentism saps the
1 of religion.

y is based upon religion,
44 never been

arbite s rights

society witn-
I some sort. e Frenc
ws us what society is with-
Indifferentism is there-
for pjurious to societ;’s existence
aad pre ity.—Philadelphia Catholi
Standard and Time
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TAKE [ARRIAGE OFF THE
BARGAIN CUUNTE
Y
) r
] 1 ADa | L}
\ f ( ret It
for d e evi
\ x Wil
i .
X A t 3 Pat <
Catbedral ¥ York, 2 Dec. 22
der Dau rs of
t }
W Pope peaks about en
ZAger 8 Db iwe an and v ian,”’
r Pard ** and insists upon
I ! awn up in writing, he
aot at all sy that wan snd
¢ d nc weome engaged with
it h ; the matter down in writing
He 1 rs to engagements that are
i¢én through flokleness, not when

matrimony is a
Church
Sacramouts,

contract. The Catho
doclares there are seven
and one of the most holy
and important is the sacrament of mar-
riage,

“ Oar br

e

thers of the Episcopal
charch make a great mistake in allow
ing divorce for the statutory offense—
unfaithfulness.

** When the State says: * This is
only & contract, so many pounds of
flesh for so many pounds of flesb,’ is it
not degrading ? The State save: *‘ I
have the right to all legislation about
matrimony becaunse it is a contract.’
Oue should despise such a doetrine.

oy Are zen for good reasons.
** As thing conrected with the
great sacrament of matrimony is in a
| certain senseconplica ed, it is desirable
the teaching of the Church be
e absolately familiar in our minds.
he Church is doing everything that
be done to make people more ser
s A € wreful about engage
1 sanctity ol marr age means
socliely, of the
Ve AT rking shon'der b
1wulder ¢ yther deno Al s to
v v f divorce. In
t y years there have been
ree hgr w is
00K wnd women Rave broken
vi i y God. Every-
A [ o8 f ,;\1
‘ art t st in |
L ri evil of divore
3 I o cause of divorce
It w slways be fonnd on one sid
h er r imes there is the
vt selfl ess of being unfaithfal
If you loos o ties of the Binle,
1 the ties of matrin
rnism is the cause of this en
f the ties of thke Bib'e, and there-
re cau«e ol A('\ re
awiul mistake made by our |
Protestant brothers is to state that
there are only two sacraments—bap
tism and the Lord's Supper—and tha

The first law of matrimony was pro
noavced by God Himself, when there
was no S.ate in existence—only two
human beings.

** Sarely no State will say God Al
mighty submitted this uuion to State
legislation ! Where was a State ?
There was none | The law of matri
mony is primeval. It precedes all
legislation of avy kind. It is promul-
gated by God Lilmself."”

SOMETHING WRONG.
FOR A CRUSADE AGAINST THE
MAS3 MI33KRS
There's somethinz wrong aboul our
teaching the onligation of attending

CALL

Mass on Sundays and holy days. Not
hat the attendance, gen-rally speak
ing is not good, but it is not what it
nght to be, considering the grave ob- |
ligation. Our sense of that obligatio
has shooked fregnently by the ‘
3 o'ten use at all, which |
sana { ’ meg Aana old
r for L] 0 o H-I'A
NOow, wh [ Y ot 1m
) I ADC
of tk g 1458 € r
day possi 3 4
the Charch's re 18 of
importance, It is fundan . W
the sense jof this ob ization devel

to the full, people will get znvr,t‘u.
else. If they don't go to Mass they
get nothing. They do not koow when
Easter duty time comes : they do not

near the word of God explained ; they
know nothing of the Chureh.

Church societies and fraternal organ
izmations of Catholics should never
cease harping on the necessity of all
their members and all Catholies at-
tending Mass every Sunday and holy
day vhat iv is at all possible ; and the
Mass misser should he tabooed, and by
warning, ridicule, penaity and every
other way made to feel his delin
quency. In cerisin parts of Germany,
| am told, a man who misses Mass on
Su.day frequently is pointed out as one
to be shunued, and one for the children
to be afraid of as a bogey man. The
game is done in parts of Ireland, where
no one dare miss Mass on Sunday un
less for the most serious reason. Such
means must be resorted to here iy

order to bring some so-called Catho- |

lies to a fall sense of theirduty. A cro
sade mus bs institated azainst the
Mass missers,

Some people easily get into the non-
Cata is habit o' thinking that there
can not be a grave ob! gatioa to attend

** Sanday service: ;'" that if they are
tired or ailing a little, or the weather
is too hot or too cold, or the distance

| power 1s there,

A WISE CATHOLIC BOY.

A graduate of one of our Catholic
schools was last week brought iatwo a
controversy ; the sabject related to the
Holy Kuacharist. A pon-Catholic friend
told him candidly that he could oot be
lieve in i6. **Do you believe the words
ol Christ?"’ asked the other.

*‘Most decidedly,’’ was the reply,

“*Tnen here are His words which are
recorded in every Bible, and langoage
cannot be plaiver: ‘I'his is My Body ;
this is My Blood. Unless you eat the
Flesh of the Son of Man and drink His
Biood you have no life in you.” ‘He
that eateth My Fie b and drinketh My
Blood hath everlasting life, and I will
ra8: him up on the last day.” ‘My
Flesh is meat indced, and My Blood i#

drink indeed.” As the living Father
hath sent Me, and I live by the Fathe r,
~that is comnsubstancially—'so he tha |
eateth Me, e vvn‘m shall live by Me." "’ |
“But | can’'t understand it all the |
ne,’ id the [Frotestant ({riend. |
B we understand ?'’ asked
It does not follow because
L under nd a fact, that the |
ox Go into a wheat
a rin 14 4 iJ" I Apa root ‘
t knife what sesms a blade
f ASS. ttheroot y .wwl"ux“.:nn:
ten grain of wheat, 1 ain was th
sced, | from it he harvest
Py “ W D Hreh veaina! It
ring up two doz X 3 ! !
had to rot before it r ',-'-uhu d those
other grains! Can you understand

No! Baot it isa fact, God's
the same as it is wani
fested in the Holy Eucharist,”” That
Protestant boy is now studying up
Catholies tenets, and God, 10 doubi,
will bring him ont all right.

thas ?
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THE BISHOP ABKS TWO0 FAVURS,

“There are two favors which we are
shameless in begging—one is prayer
for ourselves and the other is that in
every Catholic bhome there is found
and read a CQCatholic newspaper.

* * We not not speak our own
words when we say that those who
assi-t in the ecirculation of Catholis
literature do a work provocative of the
glory of God and the salvation of sou s;
| but we do speak oar own words when
we say that in a sparsely peopled re
gion, where the hostility to our
Charch, its institutions and doctrines
rests not on ill will, but pitiable ignor-
ance and where religions indifference
sod uobelief are contagious, a Catho-
lic newspaper should be in the home of
overy Catholic. Not solely because a
Catholic newspaper is a good thing lor

far, or the preacher n)t very good, or
if things are not jost so, they are not
obliged to go to Mass. That ismodern
ism, modern ease, modern sslfishness,
modern fasyiousvess : and if the Pope
does not condemn it, God does. Some

people who do not go to Mass regularly
nly get a pious streak occasionall
when something exiraordioary is going
on In Ltbhe mission, a 8 nge priest, a
wew choir, or special sermon, or specia
doings of any kind. Indeed, we a
getting %o announpce special doings |
me people, as speci reacher, a

special musical programme.

is not considere ' at all. It is comwon, |
Now, this is all wr worldly
and all destructive Mass is
verything to'a true Catholic. It has
slways be the ceater and son f
all Catk y devotions. It is the
t ser ) ¢ n be given to God :
t ° g ‘.;4 \
i to ash f hoar t
I very 80N C
pra | W88, taer )
. i il A
atl will al ake tf s
ol ought Apreme jec n
S y servil i t € i) €
¢ an eloguent preache 0
muc be‘ter; but these are y
dow 1e list, of which the Mass s is
supremely first, ) urch has ie
Mass attendanc 1 Sanday her first
law. ** Thou s v hear Mass on L
days and on holy da It is 17
merely the Church's law ; it is God's
law to rest and keep holy the Sat h
day. No Catholies know no other
way to | v the Sabbath day than
by going to Mass on Sanday. We've
gone BOME ngth on this subj=cy,
but we are not doce with it. We are
going K harping on this subjct
till this duty of supreme importance

is supremely felt.,
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Ireland's Pure Women.

Ia the iatroduction o! bis recen'ly
publ's 'ed volume of sermons, eutitiad
k. Society and the Saviour,’’ the
famous London Jesuit, Father Berpard
Vaughan, says tha " Those who have

e caleculation inform us that |
o exception of some towns in
atholie Treland, the lar cit'es of the
United Kingdom are morally on e
ijown grada. Ireland—@God bless he
adds, *' sti YIves the empire | ‘@
women, brave wme, and Irelaod, le it
be noted, is the most Catholie country
with the most Catholic capital in Chris
tendo
Of tt yther capit ecross the o 1
nel, Father Vangha arks that ' if
here were to be an rnational prize
for vice," he much f would he
arried off by the world's metropolis—
London,"” Yet many of these London-
ers have the impudence to argue that
he Irish people are not fit for self-

government,
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The Mass |

tbe individual and the family, bat —
and we emphasize this—for the reason
| that a Catholic paper makes for the
| preservation of Christian truth and
the morality of the community.
Pope L X.. at Couneil
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endieitis is no new
a new name hvr an
phlitis, perit
-v swer your question. ** Modern-
is a disease in the COnristian
yrganism of mambers whose only ex
cuse for being in the body is that they |
may be expelled from it; and let me
add, ‘“‘Modernism'’ i3 not a new malady
but only a new name for scepticism,
paturalism, rationalism, etc. As
A ppendieitis, unless got rid of by man
ual operation, would not unfrequently

) sur

disorder,

.\"vxl

prove fatal to howan life, so too
**Modernism,'’ unless treated surgicil
ly, might easily poison the very springs
of spiritual life. Be sure of this, that
the *Modernism’ condemned by Pius
l\, n his Kncyclical, is a far worse

vil than Appenvicitis. Itis a caunker
which, unless speedily got rid of,
wonld eat into the life itself of Chris-

tianity.
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GHATS WITH YOUNG

Qualities That Outlast Disa

wealth is lost, no! hing is lost
3/:?:‘- pesalth is logt, some hing 18 log

When character ia lost, all is loat.
Wall motio in a Germ

The San Francisco, disaster
sized the fact that the only rea
ig that which the earthquaki
shake, or fire, or any other
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de')‘.Sen’ who were congratulati
gelves because they had sol
problem of liviog, and had sec
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lives, men who thought they 1
ever beyond the reach of want
ly found themselves homeles
loss, accepting the rations o
right beside thote who bad be
in the slums.

How often do we hear people
have * lost everything '’ the
the world! No doubt thou-ar
San Francisco sufferers felt wi
poor, because they thoug
had lost everything. Brough

.nntr) where the value of w
peen greatly ove remphasize
the man who does not aceumuly
is th -.;hL to lack something, |

pow much he may a hieve
pele m«'ur art »pe ty, or
\ citizen he may be—the
tt they had lost everythil
( because their proyerty
dest d bv & great disast
N 1 and destitute, indee
feel n the dollar making
are broken or burned, theil
god destroyed, when they, ti
are upfitted for ""-V:"'I‘l»,
pouring all their ability,

energy, into dollar making.
But if the making of a ma
car principal business, avd t
of the dollar ineidental, we
fee! that we bave lost ever
had in the world, when our |
destroyed by au earthqnake,
up, or lost in a business p
real self ought not to be at
of a mere sccident. It isaj
kind of wealth that can bu
cannot stand earthquske or 8
is certainly something in im
that is fireproof and earthq
something beyocd the reich
aster on land or sea. Mani
and principle cannob be des!
What a pitiable view of n
great meening of life, tha
product of his life’s endea
hinge upon any chance, tha
entirely wiped out by »wc'd
his eflorts shall go for na
the aim which dominates the
all this, A noble purpose
the results of your eflorts.
is sordid, if there is nothing
mere property, in your
course, fire may bura it sud
destroy it. Bat if your ai

to yourself a larger, compl
make the world a little t

w00 to live in, to help
men, if you bave regarded
tior a great life school f¢
i nothing can touch th
our eflorts.

Counld anybody imagiac
that would make an Abra
poor in the estimation of ¢

peopl. 2 Toe assassin’s
~U'r;wd his heart's beatir
touched the great princip
his lile. These were i1
bullet proof,fre praof,eartt

There was no po

earth that couid r Li
man in the estimation of
men, because he Mrl'«'rd
uvru«nlhn principle.
a wealth which needs 1o i
l‘ “nf‘ »t‘ ) -»«l'yr\n.' iy
A man \xln has develo}
thing in him, who has att:
full, well rounded manhoc
lose his mind balance v
balance,

If we have not put the
the wrong things, if we h
life that is worth while
wealth which will snrvive

which will outlast all-mis
can come to ms—
balanced and symn .
which counld ever happe:
ns off our centers ; s0 ti
what misfortunes might
there wouid still be a ¢
magnificent man left

tripped of everything el

Educated Europeavs

his country are surpl
werybody talking 1
how to get it. To

ubject of co

o trains, at the hotels,
everywhere money makir
ymparatively littile &
clences, and literatur(
about the art of living
very little about things
worth while.

Everywhere we flud

vot seem to get any en
anything really worth v
their property. Thing:
for them which they
handle. The great wor
and heart have little me

Ought not every youtt
to think that there is n
in the world as a well-
hood, that nobility of ¢
gnndeuh thirg in the w

But when he sees ev
mwad, when he sees m
crowdlng, pushing, elbo
regardless of others’ ri
down the weak in the
dollar, everybody sche
ning for more money, '
pected but that he a
the same spirit of greed

Were he reared to |
upon the man instead
the aristocracy of me
thers would not be U
him should disaster lat«
material wealth,

There are mep in §
day who may not hawe
world, and yet they
credit, can buy more
other merchants who ¢
property, because they
which cannot burn up,
is beyond the reach
They have never goi
word. They stand for

reputations have neve

he chief s




