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BLAKE AND DILLOK.

As we go to press a meeting is be-
ing held to make arrangements
the forthcoming visit of the
Edward Blake, M.P., and Mr, John
Dillon, M.P. It may safely be pre-

dicted that fitting

ities.

ORGSR LA

be made for a reception
these distinguished Irish leaders, and
that whatever hefl is engaged
the occasion will be filled to over-
flowing by the Irishmen of Montreal
and their friends of other national-

for
Hon.

preparations will
worthy of

for
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Atlantic Ocean seperates him at
t from his diocese, our Arch-
lshop's thoughts are with his be-
d flock in Montreal, and he -is
usily engaged in the work of fur-
ng their spiritual welfare. His
is now in the Eternal City,
e he has had a private audience
h the Pope. During his sojourn
France he paid a. personal visit
the mother houses of all the reli-
communities, both of men and
women, which have branches in
ind around Montreal.
was only nutural that His Grace
uld feel keenly interested in the
religious campaign waged by
theistic government of ¥rance
inst the Catholic orders and con-
tions. whose work embraces the

improving the character

 favor

with more cordiality and fervor than
those of his spiritual fold who speak
the English tongue.

TEACHERS’ PENSIONS,—In the
important and ‘ever present matter
of education there is an important
factor to be considered—the teaching
body. At the recent meeting of the
Chicago  Teachers’ Federation a
standing committee was named to
consider the question of pensions
for teachers. Quite a number of
opinions have been published, but the
most important, fo our mind, are
those of Mr. John E. Bradley, for-
merly superintendent of Minneapolis,
and of Superintendent Jonp Swett,
of San Francisco. The former of
these gentlemen, in a lengthy ex-
planation of his ideas concerning the
pensioning of teachers says:—

““The effect of pensioning teachers
who have served honorably ‘for a
long term of years will be, first, to
relieve those now in the calling from
anxiety concerning the aeclining
years of life, and second, to lead men
and women of superior talent to
make teaching their permanent em-
ployment, and third, to increase the
popular confidence in the schools by
of their
work.”’

‘The latter gentleman says:—

“‘Uutil quite recently I was notin
of pensioning teachers. I
feared it would lead to a reduction

salaries. The chief reason that

: has led me to change my views on

Catholic Church in having so many
religious bodies that are devoted to
education.” But our religious  com-
munities do 'not suffice to meet the
needs of the times and of the rising
generation. If is g necessity to have
lay teachers; and lay teachers must,
be paid somewhat in proportion to
the labors ‘they perform, and should
be encouraged in their work by an
assurance that when ‘‘age will come
on with its winter’’ they will not be
at the mercy of a cold world. We
decidedly favor any system that will
tend to raise the teacher up, to
make his life comfortable, to relieve
him of anxieties, and to enable him
to give ull he has to the young peo-
ple over whose future he possesses
such an influence.

OLD AGE ABOLISHED, — They
are at it again, those man  of
science. This time they wish to con-
quer, not Deith, but wid ags, Yay
soon, but nyt La-uocrow, nor  jos-
sibly in our time, there is to he a
great result from certain unfinished
experiments at the Pasteur Tnstitute
—that result is to consist in the ef-
facing of old age. Just read the
news as it comes by cabie-- it is not
a vision of the Middle Ages, it is
dated Paris, Oct. 12, 1902

‘“For the first time in the history
of humanity, a living man may say:
‘It may be possible for me to live
indefinitely, until some accident shall
take me off; as long as 1 escape such
accident I need not die of old age!’’’

‘“ThePasteur Institute has solved a
problem that may change the de-
stiny of all humanity as we imagine
it,”” continued this friend f one of
the workers. ‘“He is now slowly and
methodically studying how to apply
the discovery to man instead of la-
boratory animals. It make ro
more premature announceraents
the public.”

Just as well that no nore  an-
nouncements should he niade to the
public—at least until the public has
had time to digest this ons,

will

lo

Waat a

fine thing it will be to
hundred years and never i
old. Bulwer's character in
Strange Story’”’ was a mere myth ;
but he prefigured tens of th usunds
of future 1Aembers of the human fum-
ily who shall enjoy the henefits of
the ‘““Elixir of Life.”” How those olid
alchemists did toil, and study, and
gather herbs, and hoil them in pots,
and pour the dregs into cricibles,
and secure the few precious irops
that invariably were spilt  lefore
they could be drunk, and the luss o
which brought on sudden and fata)
collapse! Oh, for the power to re-
vive some of the ancient Rosicrucian
brotherhood that they might behold
the realization of their dreams as
attained by the members of the Pas-
teur Institute! But they are all
dead, those adepts of the Tioey
Cross! And the fact of their having
died was so long a refutation of
their theories, It is to le hoed
that the learned and wizard-like 11en
of the Pasteur Institute will he in-
dividually more happy in their expe-
riments. They should eflace a!ll evi-
dences of old age in their own com-
positions; it would be a striking
proof .of the worth of their discov-
ery, the future announcements onf
which they are to so wisely refrain
from making public. Moore once
sang:—

live several
grow

‘ The

“Fill the bumper fair,
Every drop we sprinkle

On the brow of care
Smoothes away a wrinkle.”

. It must have been the product of
3 V»Pnt“e_u‘r' lnnitnta\experimanu
that Moore had poured into the fam-
umper. even Moore i¢

, he was enabled to

perpetual youth. We had seriously
reflected upon the advisability  of
laying up something to keep us
when old age would come on, and aly
80 of preparing for a better world
when life’s taper would commence to
flicker. If the Pasteur Institute gen-
tlemen do not hurry their experi-
ments we fear we will be forced, by
eircumstances, to put this original
resolution into execution.

Mgr. Connolly Dead,

the
news of the death of Monsignor Con-

From St. John, N.B., comes

nolly, \'icu%(lenera] of the diocese
of St. John, in the eightieth
of his age.

year

The number of those who attended
the funeral of this venerable priest
eloquently testified to the love and
esteem in which he was held, not
only by Catholics, but by non-Cath-
olics. It was the largest funeral
that ever left the Church of St.
John the Baptist, of which he had
s0 long been pastor.

Thomas Connolly, the veteran de-
.ceased priest, was borne on March
4, 1823, in St. John, N.B., of Irish
parents. At an early age he evinced
& decided vocation to the sacerdotal
life. On observing this, his parents
sent him to St. Andrew’s College,
Charlottetown, where he studied for
four years. Then he went to the
Seminary at Quebec, where he stud-
ied philosophy and theology. On
July 18, 1848, he was ordained to
the priesthood at Chatham, N.B,,
by Bishop Dollard, in the Church of
8t. Michael.

It was the first ordination that
had taken place within its walls. The
occasion was notable and prophetic.
Around the venerable prelate to as-
sist him “‘in the laying on of hands’
stood a trio of priests who wesy de-
stined to become in after years pro-
minent figures in the Church of New
Brunswick. All three became vicars-
generals, and one of them a bishop.
They were the Reverend Joseph Pac-
quet, a French priest of high churac-
ter; the Revercnd Michael Egan, a
name to conjure with in the olden
days on the Miramichi; and the Rev,
John Sweeny, then parish priest of
Chatham, afterwards Vjcat-General,
and still later Bishop of St. John.
If, however, the young priest of that
July morning was the spiritual son
of such distinguished fathers, the in-
tervening record of fifty years proves
that he was in every way worthy of
nis sponsors. He, too, in turn be-
came a vicar-general, thus complet-
ing a quartette whom the Church in
any country might well be proud.

The young priest was first appoint-
ed a curate at Fredericton, where he
assistd ~ Rev. Walter Edwards for
one year. In 1849 he was placed in
charge - of the mission at Wood-
stock, N.B., where he remained three
years. He was next sent to Bar-
achois, a French mission in West-
morland County, and thence to Mill-
town, St. Stephen, where he remain-
ed a year, after which he returned
to Woodstock for a period of four-
teen years. From Woodstock Mgr.
Col ¥ was removed to St. John

Deaf and I]urnﬁ Institute

—

The Deaf and Dumb Asylum, St.
Denis street, is celebrating on ¥ri-
day, the 7th November, at 8 o’clock
p.m., its annual oyster supper in the
hall of the Institute, for the benefit
of that great work. Perhaps, am-
ongst all the great charitics of the
city there is none which quite so
forcibly appeals to human sympathy
as this. Children, grown women, to
the number of somewhere about 250,
are cared for in this establishment,
The sight is so touching, when they
assemble on some festive occasion
and strive to express their gratitude
to their benefactors, that there
scarcely a dry eye in the room. And
they are grateful, unusually, almost
abnormally grateful, Amongst these
Poor unfortunates are many of the
Irish race, and when some of their
‘‘own ladies”’—and there are but few
—go in amongst them, they attract
attention by every means in their
power and write down or cause the
Sisters to explain that are
Irish,

As has often been written they are
more to be pitied than any other
class of sufferers. For by no fault
of their own, they are actually cut

is

they

off, - before being brought to the asy-
lum, from the knowledge of the true
God, being leit to a1 sorts of vag-
aries of their own minds. Thus most
of them knew nothing of Christ or
the Redemption; some explained that
they use to worship the sun
stars.  When they have been
time in the Institute, they can
their prayers, learn the mysteries of
faith,
ed chaplain,

or the
for a

say
the devot-

hear sermons from

make the Stations and
receive sacraicents.

We do not refer to the manner in
which their material needs are sup-
plied or to the many branches of
usefulness
writing, sewing,
ete., etc, Some generous ladies
‘‘adopt’’ one of the children,
whom she provides clothing and sup-
plies other neecds. TFor the Lady
Putronesses are active “”l{ earnest
in their charity. But whaf_they do
is little in comparison with the tire-
less, of the Sis-
ters, who even deprive themselves
when necessary that the
may be fed.
most  practical, and up-to-date,
Many of mutes are taught to arti-
citate with considerable facility ana
to know from the motion of the lips
what is said. Some of them are
tiny, toddling mutes of humanity,
making piteous appeal for nelp and

they are taught, reading,

knitting, washing,

for

unceasing devotion
poor ones
The system of teaching
i

sympathy, others are gray-haired
women, who have obtained only so
much of comparative happiness, as
their only protectors, the nuns, have
been able to give them.

Therefore, let all who can buy a
ticket for the oyster supper. It is
an exceedingly jfeasant social gath-
ering, a good supper is provided,
speeches are made, and with
and conversation, no one regrets the
75 cents, which has been set down
by the recording angel, as an act
of great merit, in favor of these tru-
ly poor and truly afflicted children
of God.

St. Patrick’s Asylum
0f Ottawa.

The directors of St. Patrick’s Asy-
lum, Ottawa, have under considera-
tion schemes. to rdieve the  conges-

tion of that institution.

music

Grace Archbishop Duhamel,
Chancellor of the institution,
present, an
took: place on the report of the di-
rector. Hon, Mr. Latchford spoke
at some length on the necessity of
purchasing a plot of ground on the
road of Britannia.

Mr. Darcy Scott followed with an
oTer of $5,000 on behalf of a client
towards the erection of a building
outside the city limits.

Mr. Wm. Cairns wished ‘to have
an addition at once built to the pre-
sent establishment, He thought that
at least $20,000 should he expended
in this way. %

Father Whelan stated that an ad-
dition to the present building should
be erected at a cost not to exceed
$10,000. That ‘all interested mani-
fested a praiseworthy spirit of ens
terprise and courage in lmdertuking
such a project may be realized on a
perusal of the financial statement,
which is as follows: Receipts, $18,-
023.87; expenditure, $10,392.01 ;
balance on hand, $2,631.86.

The assets are valued at $52,081.-
86 with liabilities of $2,100.

There were 248 inmates cared for
during the year and at the present
time are 165 inmates in the institus
tion, 97 adults and 68 children,

OBITUARY,
—

During this week a well known and
of St. Ann’s par-
the person of Mr, Patrick
brother of Messrs. D, (al-
lery, M.P., John Gallery and Janes
Gallery— passed to his reward, Mr,
Gallery had long been identified with
rarochial and national societies in
Montreal. TDeceased sincere-
friend of the cause of Ireland, a
practical and earnest member of the

estcemed member
ish—in
Gallery,

was a

parish of St. Ann’s, and a man who
many in the cirele in
which he moved. The funeral, which
was held to the parish church of
which he was a niemher more
than a quarter of a century was at-
tended by a large number of citi-
zens of all classes and creeds. To
Mrs. Gallery and family the ‘‘ True
Witness’” offers its sincere sympathy
their bereavement.—R.1.P,
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THE CATHOLIC
SAILORS' CLUB,

——

A really excellent concert was that
given on Wednesday evening in the
Catholic Sailors’ Club, under the
auspices of Branch 50, C.M.B.A.

President John P. Gunning, who
occupied the chair, made g capital
speech, in which he paid a high com~
pliment to the management of the
institution for the good work in
which they were engaged. He hoped
that before long they would be in
financial position sufficiently strong
to enable them to procure premises
of their own in which to carry on
their noble undertaking for the wels
fare of the sailors ashore.

The programme, which was
cordially appreciated by the large
audience present, was* presented
the following: Miss A, Pric

Polan, Messrs. Kelly
duet; T. Hewitt, T. Tl
Donnelly, * ‘Seamen;: ~ Wim.
Sarmatian; Hugh Peers,
S. Burns, Aleides, a

was
interesting discussion

the




