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1 0 doubt some reader will be influenced by the
! press accounts of made at Washing-
: ton towards a favorable basis for the reduc-
on of armament.

He may conelude this to be a sincere attempt on
he part of the ruling class to give the world a re-

pite from War.
Alas; such is not the case, but is instead the out-

1 show to appease the pacifists upon whose
voulders fall most heavily the burden of taxes for
he upkeep of the State foreas.

These taxes must be paid by bourgeois society
for industrial

this, Jet me cite for a moment a
whieh developed in 1910, when the
war clouds were gathering over the Atlantic, and

ar in the Pacific—What For?

:I‘a.ke for example, France, the most brazenly im-
perialist country in Europe today and watch the
moves made by the Government and the declarations
mwade by its representatives at Washington while
discussing reduction of armament.

Replying to Secretary Hughes’ outline of a basis
for naval reduction, Briand had this to say:—

“You have shown us the way; you have showm us that
it is no longer a question of groping in the dark for a way
out of the difficulty, you have struck out boldly the oppor-
tunity for us by setting the example. 1 say, Mr. Secretary,
that we are back of you.”

How far the French overnment was willing to go,
in support of Hughes’ basis of reduction is shown in
the press despatch here quoted from the daily press
December Tth, but a few days previous to Briand’s
reply :—

“The Chamber of Deputies (Paris) yesterday adopted
provisionally the naval budget of 844,000,000 francs which
covers the commencement of, and progress on three light
cruisers, six torpedo boat destroyers, twelve torpedo boats,
twelve submarines and one airplane carrier in addition

to three cruisers and twenty-four submarines.”

R FIVE CENTS

Under capitalism industrial activity can only
proeeedinspums;yetpoproliﬁcilwhincpm-
tinction, theontpnto!hborunohlybeeonmod
in war. { o :

Ontheotherhmd,.oputiltheeodrotwar,
levies made on industry, industrial sfagnation
follows and the workers for the major part of
time are casually employed. It is then "that eom-
petition becomes keener between the sellers "and
wl:;‘never trade can be carried on friction is gemer+#
“ PR o

Sobackwecomea_gaintotheonlypotmﬁalmir-
ketforthgsurplmofaenenandunmofm'plu. .
Writing in the November issue of *‘Current B
tory” (New York) Stephen Bonsal has this to say g
about this market:— e

“WIn;uyMChhmmwtnubﬂm
state what most people will admit;

thCMfwmm became most frenned This wei : 2

i O . ghty contribution to the future peace of

At that time Great Britain decided 10 lay down  yhe world will be further increased if the following

two keels & ong ..w,._& ton, Dese b -
Bter the great ' Peace “The British delegation learned that the French . ' Sepattment of Co g AT
1909, when the Agenda provides for ten 35,000-ton super-dreadnoughts in the ten- “n"""‘""“'“m...w _
the same as that drawn years subsequent to 1925. map and that ‘our German trade, naturally encugh, is

“These vessels of a type similar to the American: batile- greatly veduced. S P

ship Maryland, would give
of 350,000, as against 315,000
ance of

While tiie hands of
are raised high in .amazement at the
Frauce, the sheet is still wet where the signatures of

In an “‘open letter,”
contemporary, Prof. Hans
this to say concersing the

“Full of alarm concerning

own armaments, and from all sides are
detp'wmﬁkllnhHwnt

armaments
; there
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livihz writers
dmit that the war

rivalry: the
that clear.

A seftlement which made the Hall of Mirrors at

Moreover. the best of
upon the title of thinkers will a
of 1914-18 was the ountcome of trade

very terms of settlement made

\ Versailles look like a scene from Ali Baba.
“Where instead of settling the ©
peoples they each submitted programs
srandizement and economic advantages.
time they (the Allied represen
cous {ndomnity billa the total of which
the aggregate wealth of the enemy countries.”

h Disarmament conferences have
other in & steady stream since 1899, w

: of Russia proposed that the nations
should cease to develop their armies

yond their (then) present strength.
«Peace’’ confer-

And each in tarn, like every
ence, has failed miserably to o
which they can all agree.
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Jalms of oppressed
of territorial ag
while at the same

tatives), pmclltd erron:
exceeded by billions

followed each
‘hen the Czar
of the world
and navies b

tablish & basis upon

Dalfour, Hughes and Kato are appended to a naval
agreement betwéen them to diseard the oldest and
and retain those which are most ~ justmt

efficient of pre-war days and those that embody the

most obsolete craft

net experiences of the war.

Ships like the Colorado, the Hood,
whose displacement is
ing ships afloat or is in
gramme of other nations;

express trains.
Fleets made up of eraft
sels of immediate pre-war
less. numerically, than was
They displace, t00,
power, as every known
embodied in them.

So governments may be
payers that they
reducing active w
naval reserves, thus
ing pay (reader, let 's

Naval engagements in
such a character that an
out in a few hours. A big
to man new fleets in ¢co
case of such a disaster.

From all of the foregoing one may
fact that Washington
arranging & basis up
peace, undisturbed by
than Paris, Versailles,
Hague on previous occasions.

What bourgeois

have a drink!).

and not for peace.

and the Mutsu,
greater than any other fight-
tended by the naval pro-
ships whose gun batteries
are the highest calibre, and whose speed is that of

like these and of ves-
days can afford to be
the case in former days.
a considerable amount of man:
device for conserving this is

able to show the tax-
have considered their interests by
orkers aboard these ships to the
reducing expenses by reduc-

the near future will be of
entire fleet will be wiped
reserve then is necessary
arse of construction, and in

deduce the
will be no more guccessful in
on which society can rest at

thoughts of war,—no more 80
London, Geneva, and the

gociety has failed to take cog-
nizance of is that capitalism is organized for war

years to come.™ G -

Here, too, are attracted the sellers from other
nations; sellers whose profits from industry are also
affectsd by conditions in Europe, and with interests
in China which cannot fuse.

For instance, the United States will trade mach-
inery with China and recelve in exchange raw silk
and silk substitutes. These materials will be trans- i
formed in American factories, and the products will
place still further in the background of & world mar- o
ket the textiles of Great Britain. :

The machine in China as elsewhere in the world

will supersede handicraft production and reduce the
value of output as well as increase quantity. Henee,
given unretarded, development under the tuition of
America, China will supply the world with siik to
the same degree at least, that{ Britain supplied it,
formerly, with linen and eotton goods.

But the establishment of the machine means also
the development of power. And this development
calls for the release of capital for exploitive pur-
poses, in extracting from nature eoal for fuel, which
hasmmm«hedin(!hhsmmt

. (Oentinyed on page 5)



