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Popularize the Farmers® Institute!

DEMONSTRATE RATHER THAN DESCRIBI

The above quotation s the keynote of modern
educational eflfort { 18 hown by the rapid in
crease in number of technical schools Probably
in no proliession 18 T above so essential a
the profession of agriculture Attempts at, agri
cultural education in Manitoba have been made
in two directions 111 the schools and the Farm
ers’ Institute n the formen however, with
little success It 1 however Witk the T rers

Institutes we are dealing in this article with a
view to discussion as to whether or no the Insti

tute system at present in vogue could not be 1m

proved and more Dbenefit arise therefrom ['he

keyvnote of success for the future of the Western

Farmers Institutes o we believe, in the fowm
words used as our text

M complaints are heard, and with reason
that L1 attendance especially of- the Voung
people, at the Institutes is not what it should
be, a tate of thing which can be cured if the
right remedy is applied As suggestions along

this line, we might mention the sending out of a
travelling dairy and the . creation of live-stock
judeging institutes as a means to the much-to-be
desired end—larger and more enthusiastic audi
ences at those institute

The fact that concentration is the admitted
trend of thing n dairv lines, which will mea:
the establ hnent o large central creamerie
convenient railwayv centers—the railways furnish
ing reirigeraror cail Ior conveying the Ccreaim 1
good condition nlan which reduces the cost of
manuiacturt 1avo the employment ol the MOSst
skillful tbor and e most complete and modenr

equinment Thi oncentration o emphaticall
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live-stock associations in their appeal for the de
velopment of scientific agriculture displays an ill
regard toward them Those associations we are
told do not express or voice the opinions of lhv)
farming community generally, and their impor
tance to the country is, in consequence, belittled
IFortunately for our Canadian «griculture, such
centiments are rank heresy, for, as the Provincial
Treasurer tersely puts it, the breeders’ associa-
tions and farmers' institutes are at the present
practically the only organizations existing quali-
fied to speak for the farmers

The statement tnat a coiiege 1s not needed be-
cause our 40,000 farmers have not each expressed
as vet their determination to give their sons an
agricultural-college education, 18 on a par with
the idea that the railway was not needed until
everv quarter-section in Manitoba was under cul-
tivation. Success in life depends on the ability
to foresee or forestall a need, rather than to wait
until a need is speakingly evident What would
he  thought of a merchant who did not lay in
his supply of winter underwear until January ?
Again, it is said that institute mectings are not
attended by the voung men. True, but the fault
is mainly with the institute in lacking the draw-
ing power Do we say a religion or sect is use-
less because a church of that sect is poorly at-
tended 2 Nowadays the fault i1s generally laid on
the preacher It is only begging the question to
ask, ““ What's the use of establishing a college if
there are no students to attend it ? ' Such a
question reveals a lack of knowledge and of sym-
pathy with the aims and & ira lorg, of  our
Western farmers Why do young men go from
Manitoba to Ontario for an agricultural-college
training 2 Not because of the especial fitness of
that course for a Western student, but Lecause
they are determined to have some agricultural
college training at all costs Ontario, it 1s said,
had great difliculty in securing students suflicient

to fill the college until a year or so ago, which,

iy Way was not the case But even if it
Wert it would simply go to show that the
teachine must have been inadequate to the needs
of the farme: [f Manitoba has to follow in On
tario’s footsteps, even to the failures, she had
better led the project severely alone. The

Advocate I satisfied that our Govern-
et will not fall into such error,
howevel andd it i not horrowing trouble

as to the lack of attendance at an agricultural

collegs when one is established Provide the
right ort of a course and the students will
COTI 15 is evidenced by the growing popularity
of the best “American colleges [For instance, ten

ars ago the students attending the short

course at the Wisconsin Aoericultural College

ould be counted on two hands 1 e ession  of
1900 1901 saw 300 in attendanc Oontario,
[owa Minnesota Kansas and other States all
how imilar Increages

In that great country to the south of us,
moneved men are taking an interest in furthering
the profession of agriculture by investing in high-
class stock, employing the best procurable men to
Car for that stock and giving their money
freely to help along the agricultural colleges In
th connection, it is worthy of note that where
the greatest interest is being taken and most
money spent on agricultural education, there the
reatest advances are being made with live stock.

| 1t not, therelfore a logical inference to draw
vt the agricultural colleges have had a share in
N Progres made ?

['he fact that we are Anglo-Saxons, and there
fore direct descendants of the greatest stock-
breedine nation of the world, will not avail us a

particle in the race ol the premier position un
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