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1. THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE AND HOME MAGAZINE

is published every Thursday.

It is impartial and independent of
handsomely illustrated with original
nishes the most practical, reliable and vrofitable information
for farmers, dairymen, gardeners, stockmen and home-
makers, of any publication in Canada.

2. TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION.—In Canada, England, Ireland,
Scotland, Newfoundland and New Zealand, $1.50 per year, in
advance; $2.00 per year when not paid in advance. United
States, $2.50 per year; all other countries 12s.; in advance.

8. ADVERTISING RATES.—Single insertion, 25 cents per line,
agate. Contract rates furnished on application.

4. THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE is sent to subscribers until
en explicit order is received for its discontinuance. All
Payments of arrearages must be made as required by law.

5. THE LAW IS, that all subscribers to newspapers are held
responsible until all arrearages are paid and their paper
ordered to be discontinued.

6. REMITTANCES should be made direct to us,
Money Order or Registered Letter, which will be at our
risk. When made otherwise we will not be responsible.

7. THE DATE ON YOUR LABEL shows to what time your
subscription is paid.

8. ANONYMOUS communications will receive no attention. Tn
évery case the ‘‘ Full Name and Post-office Address Must
be Given.”

9. WHEN A REPLY BY MAIL IS REQUIRED to Urgent
Veterinary or Legal Enquiries, $1 must be enclosed.

10. LETTERS intended for publication should be written on one
side of the paper only.

11. CHANGE OF ADDRESS.—Subscribers when ordering a change
of address should give the old as well as the new P.O. address.

12. WE INVITE FARMERS to write uson any agricultural topic.
We are always pleased to receive practical articles. For such
as we consider valuable we will pay ten cents per inch
printed matter. Criticisms of Articles, Suggestions How
to Improve “The Farmer's Advocate and Home Magazine,"”
Descriptions of New Grains, Roots or Vegetables not gen-
erally known, Particulars of Experiments Tried, or Improved

all cliques or parties,
encravings, and fur-

either by

Methods of Cultivation, are each and all welcome. Con-
tributions sent uws must not be furnished other papers
until after they have appeared in our columns. Rejected

matter will be returned on receipt of postage.

13. ALL COMMUNICATIONS in reference to any matter con-
nected with this paper should be addressed as below, and
- not to any individual connected with the paper.

Address—THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE, or
THE WILLIAM WELD COMPANY (LIMITED),
LLONDON, CANADA.

sensational, they can do no better, and probably
not as well, in any other way than to provide an
ample and comfortable live-stock judging arena.
Give the stockmen and public a fair opportunity
to witness aggregations of that rank
easily among the very finest of modern times.
Why collect them, and then rermit the chief edu-
cational benefits to be lost ? I'inish the achieve-
ment !

animals

Prompt Decision.

Indecision is a habit which has delayed many a
Show a

farmer’s progress. city business man
that a certain idea is a good one, and he imme-
diately asks how it can be put into practice.  If

none of his friends can tell him, he constitutes
himself a conmittee of one to find out, and usual-
ly wastes little time in doing so. If an invest-
ment bids fair to pan out well, he is in for it at
once. He knows he will have little difficulty in
financing it, even though he has to bhorrow some
of the capital. Debt is of small moment to him,

so long as a thing pays. Of course, with him,

money is easier than with the farmer. He can
afford to act more rashly, perhaps, at times, than
a farmer would be justified in doing. And

yet, can we not take a few pages from his book 2

Why is it necessary, for instance, to spend four or
five years considering whether to build a silo, and
then two or three more getting ready to do it.
Dilatoriness begets a habit of indecision
the

husiness

and in-
the

To be

action, in maried contrast to habits of

brisk, rapid:ire commercial man.
sure, husiness develops these qualities in the
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To be the tendency should be to
guard against it. Cultivate the habit of prompt
decision and energetic action. By reading and in-
quiry, one may post himself as to the best ideas
in vogue, and, thus armed against fads and mis-
takes, proceed with reasonable confidence in mak-
ing investments and departures from time-honored
methoils.
thing,

aware of

Mature consideration is always a good
but hesitancy is not consideration. In
many cases chances for bargains pass and repass
while we ware thinking about them. Presently
someone else picks them up, and is congratulated
on his luck. ‘““ Be sure you are right, then go
ahead,”” is an excellent motto. The trouble is
some of us take such a long. time to make sure;
and when we are sure, we don’t go. “Do it
now,’”” is a simple sentence, yet those words,
struck off as mottoes and tacked up on walls and
over desks, have been silent reminders that have
saved an immense amount of time in the offices of
this country. Might not a few such mottoes be
good for the farm home ?

Seldom is much gained by delay ; often much
is lost. Tf convinced an idea is a good one, go
ahead. It will pay better this year than next,
for you will have that much longer use of it.

Taxation of Automobiles.

There is no doubt now that the automobile has
come to stay, and the question is how to recon-
cile the undoubted rights of the autoist with the
equally undoubted rights of the farmer, whose
property is damaged by the rapid passage of
numerous autos along the country roads. The
clouds of dust which cover everything for a con-
siderable distance from every road frequented by
autos, is painfully in evidence, and is a very real
evil.  But what remedy is there ? The only one
in sight seems to be the permanent laying of the
dust ff)y a thick coating of oil, or oily substance
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Our Scottish Letter.

I suppose a man does get ““ fagged
on writing, week in and week out,
area of topics.

if he keej,
on the sap,
At least, that is how I feel, anc,
presumably, in this I am not altogether unlijl..
other people. Agriculture is a many-sided them,,
but one requires time in order to gather new ideas
on old themes. The weather this season, if not
new, is decidedly unwonted. The sun has shone
with steady brilliancy for many weeks on end.
Now, as August goes out, the weather has broken,
and sun and shower are intermittent, with high
winds and a much lower temperature than we han a
known since this unique summer began. Harvest
has been rushed in England, and in the first week
of Angust we saw stubbles which were beingp
plowed. The earlier parts of Scotland have en-
joyed a short but on the whole satisfactory har-
vest.  Wheat is the great cereal crop of the year.
It loves heat and the sun, and, being a deep-root-
ing plant, it draws moisture from the subsoil in a
way no other cereal crop can imitate. The wheat
harvegt this year will have to atone for some
other harvests, which are none too bountiful. A
curious terror is abroad about the potato crop,
viz., that they will run to seed, that there will be
two crops to lift, and neither of them worth 1ift-
ing. This may happen in extremely rare cases.
It is a possible thing, for, although the potato
is a. sun-loving crop, it can get too much of g
good thing. The turnip crop is looking much

better than anyone could have anticipated two -

months ago. In fact, it has so far recovered
that the great lamb sales this week show scarcely
any reduction on the figures for the same classes
of stock in 1910. At the beginning of the sale
season it was not so. The crop outlook was bad,
and buyers were taking no risks. After the out-
look had bettered somewhat, there came the TLabor
troubles, and a week ago (writing August 25th),
the whole three kingdoms were threatened with a
complete paralysis of the transport system. I
take it that this labor war (happily it has been
of very short duration) has taught the military
enemies of Great Britain a few lessons. It is
obvious that we can be starved into surrender,
and that in a comparatively short space of time.
The policy of allowing the land of the country to

go out of cultivation
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may please what used
to be called the Man-
chester School of Po-
litical Economists,
but it is a mad sort
of policy in the end
of the day. The only
real wealth of any
nation is tkg produce
of the snil."l”l‘he na-
tion that can feed it-

self is supremely
strong ; the mnation
that is dependent on
other lands for its
food supply is rela-
tively weak. Possi-
bly, when politicians

have become partially

sane, these obvious
truths may be con-
sidered by them. In
the meantime, they
are busy with what
Give the Boy a Chance. they call *“ the Con-
Farm Boy—"Well, Dad, you've sent Tom to study law, and Dick to study stitution,” and the
medicine, HHow about preparing me for my profession 27’ feeding of the people
does not matter.
upon the road. In some of the United States OLD-TIME HARVEST DAYS.
Communities the roads are being oiled with a Reverting to the weather of 1911, T am old

dressing known as tarva, and this is also
tried

being

this year in (‘anada. Some treatment  of

this kind secms absolutely necessary if life is to
be at all tolerable along our country highways.
But who is to pay the bill 2 This most
difficult settle. “The IMarmer's Advo-
cate " recommends that each high-power car pay
S50 a year toward this ohject, the
fizure does not seem an excessive one.  The town-
the bill, and the
farmer himsell should contribute something. Just

is the
point to

at least and

ship, also, chould Pay part of

what the individual farmer's proportion should he

is rather a nice point to determine. LI proximity

to a good and dustless quto road increases the
value ol a farm, and there can be no doubt that
it does ©o in many cases, 1If not in all, then this
lact st be taken into account, while at the
Same thme the value of such a road to the town-
ship “and county) cannot be lost sight of. But
the pivssinge problem” just now is the sceuring  of
distless roads, and  the taxation of high-power
titorsobiles, and  donubtless our next Provincial
Lewislatnre will have {o wrestle again with this

attormolil taxatlion.—| The Christian

e

enoph to remember the summer which, prior to

this, is said to have he¢ld the record for sunshine
and warmth. That was 1868. It was the first
season in which, as a boy, T went * to make
straps.” in the harvest field. Then, all harvest-

ine on the smaller farms was done
It was a brave sicht to look upon
in these glorious far away (ays. The giants who
swung the sevthes and cut down the waving corn
were followed by the Imn(‘l\urs or lifters who made
up the sheaves, In front” of the huncher, and im-
nrediately hehind {he seythe man was the strapper,

by the scythe.
a harvest field

a boy or girl, whose duty it was to make the
“strap ” which hound the sheaf.  After the lifter
came the hinder, who tied up the sheaves, and
woe betide the strapper whoge “straps ’”’ did not
stand the strain of the hinder's arms. Then the
binder had {o 1ift the sheaves and put them into
stoolks, There was a short rest for the buncher
and strapoer at the end of each swath, while the

scythe-men were sharpening their
¢ss which hadd
\Il the

weapons, a proc-
to he gone through at each turning.

folks about the <« farm toon ' would be
seen in the harvest field in those days, except, per-
haps. the mother or other housekeeper who had

to prepare the dinner and sep that all was right
for the toilers. Now, all the field lahor is done
by the harvester or self-binder, Tt cuts, supplies
the strap in the shape of binder-twine, bunches,
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