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a.
for doing what she is intended, 

ration for fat cattle, we refer J. D. S. to
on that subject in this issue. 3. The_______
Experiment Station issued an excellent bulieti 
(No. 38), on “One Hundred Rations for Dair 
Oowa," in 1804. If not exhausted, a copy may to 
procured from Prof. Henry, Agricultural Exper
----- it Station, Madison. Wis., U.S.A. The Mas»
chusetts Agricultural College, Amherst, Mass., ale 

Bulletin No. 30, on “ Economic Feeding c 
Milch Cows.”] •

COTTON-8 KKD KKAL FOR POULTRY AND CATTLBU

Chatty Stock Letter from ddo^o.
(BY OUR 8PB01AX. OOBBBSPONDBNT.)

Following ere the current and comparative prims for the 
various grades of live stock:—
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,----------Top prime—
Two weeks

ago. 1896. 1895.
> $585 $500 $580
i 5 35 4 75 5 35
I 5 60 4 65 5 30
I 4 65 4 50 5 15
i 4 65 4 50 4 60

% Sft Present
Prime.Cattle.

SSt*::::::::::::::::
Ion I Sm V.v.v.;: .;:*.
900 m1050.................................
StUlers ....................................
dtk&andF.............................
fat cows and heifers------
Canning cows........................
Btils..........................................
Oalves......................................
Texas
Texas C. & H 

Horn.

iB B $. • if
:

4 20
380 4 003 75: 4 10 4 00 4 50M.M.M., Middlesex Co., Ont.:—“1. Is cotton s 

meal good for fowls ; if so, what quantity wo 
yon give 40 hens a day, and how often a week? 
it good for turkeys and ducks, and what quant 
ought these to have at a meal ? 2. Ie it good 
cattle, and how much should cows get at a feed 
and how much for calves?"

[We have never known cotton-seed meal to b< 
fed to hens, docks, or turkeys, so cannot speak wit! 
authority upon the subject. We would not con 
rider It a very suitable food, however, as it tends tc 
constipate stock to which it is fed. 2. Cotton-seed

i >35 8 40 8 85
3 80 4 50
6 75 5 00
4 85 4 40
8 90 3 75

4 40
5 75

f' 4 30
3 65

3 87 4 60 
3 90 4 75 
3 90 4 40 
3 88 4 15

Mixed
Heavy
tight.
Pigs

Hheep.
3 75 4 00
3 75 3 30
5 00 4 50

higher lately than for some time 
oallty, which is very poor, 
t of hogs at Kansas City last year, 887 lbs., 
1895. Average at Sioux City last year, 874 

bd-the heaviest on record, and 50 lbs. heavier than in 1895.
The big corn crops of the past two years showed lees in the 

nereased weights than might have been expected, partly be- 
i of sick ossa, which drove farmers to

Natives.
Western
Lambs..

The cattle market was

Averagesuch as roots or ensilage. From 2 to 3____
rioog with other chop, is sufficient for one cow 
Would not feed it to calves ; Unseed meal is better.

of the prevalBLACK KNOT.
H. S. T., Mount Pleasant, Ont.:—“ 

knot hé removed from the stems and lai 
ofapple trees ? 2. Are there any Mai 
plum trees?”

[L Black knot

younj^ hogs for fear^of kxdn^tJhem^aluo, toe
re light bacon hogs instead of bo many 300 and 400 Hk fat 
fcs is growing londnr and promisee to toot long 
The latest word from Iowa, which is the great hog grow- 
State, is to too effect that toe hog crop is very short on 

aunt of toe ravages of disease. In that State an effort isand toe
porarr concessions in the way of per­
sil. One-third of the entire corn crop 

It cannot he shipped, and unless fed at 
lie a total lose. But as nearly one-half of 

t in toe

i gery. With a sharp knife cut round the knot, 
remove the center with a chisel. If the worn 
then treated with coal oil or turpentine, and 
wed with a mineral paint, it is altogether lil 
that the excrescence will not reappear. Plum t 
two and three inches in diameter could be e 
grafted, hut the result might not be successful, _ 
It would be advisable to first try the other surgii 

2. There are so-called black-knot-prc

past few
_ some the

More stock must be shipped in. Local railroad men, in 
ew of theee circumstances, are urging the managers of their 
ads to grant oooceestoniyiuch as feeding in transit and lower 
mporary rates, that the farmers may be enabled to disp 
their surplus com.
Dealers say most of toe cattle coming are being “ picked 

fore they are ripe,” regardless of the toot that corn never 
as so plenty and cheap. However, feeders who last year 
w these same little cattle outsell their ripe, fat, heavy 
eves became tired of the game and thought they would 
oner market their cattle when light than to take chances on 
Iling heavy exporters at stock cattle prices, as they have so 
ten done in toe past.
A breeder of black Dolled cattle says prices for black cattle 

e about one-third higher than a year ago. and toe demand 
ceeds the supply at that. There are now comparatively few 
rge herds of choice breeding cattle, where a tow years ago 
ere were so many in toe West, and as the demand is growing 
Nkdiiy stronger the effect of toe small supplies is to stiffen

-

exist, except in a relative degree.
With reference to what might be called “ 

tram specifics " to prevent Mack knot, I may 
in these times quacks and patent medicines 

numerous. A knowledge of plant physiol 
such a remedy appear ridiculous. Some t 

was anxious to sell me the right to 
in the form of an injection, to prêt

very n 
makes
ago a ■ 
calomel,
pear blight. This is said to be a prevent!
“worms” in children ; but pear blight is 
analogous malady. It does not seem likely u 
could kill one vegetable organism feeding 
another without injuring the host 
parasite. John Craig, Horticulturist.

Note.—The Advocate was recently tendered, 
but refused, an advertisement of a “black-knot 
specific.” It purported to be a secret powder, to be 
inserted in a gimlet-hole in the tree, that would 
make the tree “ proof.” We have rejected thou­
sands of dollars’ worth of such advertising which we 
believed would have been detrimental to the inter­
ests of our readers.—Editor.]

SAUNDERS PLUMS — INDUSTRY GOOSEBERRY.
J. E. W., Clifton, N. B., naku for information 

regarding the Saunders plum?
[With regard to the quality and value of the 

Saunders plum, I may say, first, that I am only able 
to speak nom indirect experience with this vari­
ety. It was planted at the Experimental Farm six 
years ago, but died the second year. This variety 
orginated near Belleville, and was brought into 
notice by the late P. C. Dempsey, of Trenton, Ont. 
It was thought very highly of by that experienced 
fruit-grower. It has had hardly time to prove its 
value in many portions of Ontario. Its principal 
valuable characteristic, so far as I know, is its 
earliness, and for this reason it is likely to be 
widely planted. The plum, however, is thin in the 
skin, and therefore will not bear transportation 
well. Oar superintendent at the branch farm at 
Agassis, B. C., reports that it is 'frery productive, 
but that it does not hold its flavor long after 
maturity, soon deteriorating. The fruit itself 
medium sise and yellowish-red in color, of good 
quality. Last year in British Columbia it was 
of the most productive varieties in the collection.

With regard to the Industry gooseberry, it is 
not a variety that one can commend with confi­
dence for general planting. It is a variety 
nearly every one should try if they have a 
piece of clay soil and a sheltered location ancT are 
prepared to spray for the prevention of mildew. 
Where it succeeds it is certainly a joy to the 

I say,tie always worthy of 
ful trial. On sandy ground and exposed locations 
I would not recommend the Industry.

ve

The 33 head of two-year-old 1405-lb. Herefords which sold 
$5.45 lately were fed and shipped by Chao. Anderson, of 
irgeon, Mo.
Shorthorns continue to hold their own very well aa a breed 
cattle that everybody knows is all right when properly 
idled. Choice high-grade Shorthorns are in evidence at •

well as

are
less of a novelty. The Herefords, which made toe 
ing at market, are now invariably sent in before 
iree years old. They make the best beef at two to 
half, but practical butchers here say they begin to

Among the receipts of lambs at Chicago lately was a con- 
Ignment of fancy thoroughbreds from the Iowa Agricultural 
lollege at Ames, which, in point of quality and finish, could 
ardly be excelled the world over. This Station makes a 
pecialty of feeding high-bred lambs, and the experiment tJila 
ear was very satisfactory to Professors Wilson and Curtiss, 
nder whose personal direction it was conducted. The ship-
kAn4 nran oo fnllnnro «

10 Southdowns, 95 lbs., at..................
10 Shropshire ewe lambs. 90 lbs.
9 Shropshire wether lambs, 115 lbs
9 Dorsets, 119 lbs....................................
9 Oxfords. 126 Ihs...................................
9 Cotswolds, 126 lbs

—- 9 Leicester», 125 lbs..............................
9 Lincolns, 133 lbs................................
9 Suffolk», 123 lbs
8 Merinos, 103 lbs...................................

These youngsters were all bought in Ontario by Prof. 
' 11 “ * ■* ' *— * * a bul­

ls 75
5.65
5 60
5 50
5 40
5 25
5 25
5 25
5 00
5 00

Comparative hide prices now and a year ago are as 
ows :—
Packer Hides. 1897.

<« 91 
@ 9i 
@ 81 
@ 81 
@ 71 
(<r 83 
m 81 
@ 8 
@ 71

1896
id
id

7i id 71 
71** 71
61 id 61

id 71 
61 «* 6} 

id 6 
@ 61 
@ 71 

71 @ 71

I, heavy__
lightis of 60 lbs. and up’,

one
<a 9

9 <£ 9i
cows n@ 8that 7J@ 8 7 @

good @ 6id 6
Country Hides.

@ 71 
61 id 7 
7|@ 8 
7 @ 71 
7}@ 8 
6i@ 7 
51 @ 5J 

@ 71

8} @ 81 
71 @ 8 

@ 81 
id 7|
(d 81 
id 71 
id 7 
(-- 8}
I» 7i 
<8 7 

61 <8 7 
<« 101 
id 9 
id 71 
<8 91 

371 id 40
20 id 221

<«$2.50 $2.00@$2.50

grower, and, as a care-
J. C.l flat

id 7MARKETS. 5 <8 51 
@ 51 
<8 9 
@ 71 

64 @ 61 
71 @ 8

Toronto Markets.
^ ^The first market of thlsyear augured well for the ensuing
Prices firmer for all qualities. The trade'for Christmas cattle 

Has been considerably better than could reasonably have been 
expected in view of toe unfavorable mild weather and plenti­
ful supply of poultry. It ie quite noticeable that the cattle 
offered were not nearly no big and fat as they were a few years 
ago. There was a good attendance of buyers from Montreal 
and outside districts; in toot it is set down that as many 
strange faces were seen as were present during the first week

i, 15 to 25 lbs 
'. 15 to 25 lbs

@40
@20

The British flarkets. ::
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as follows :—
1894. 1895. 1896
93,431

119.710
139,868

99.333
186.738
151,384

104,887 
95,875

: sltSHi:
morewonld have sold had they been on the market. One or 
turn lota of. really good shippers would sell. A few sales at the

lbe" •vor*5e-?°- ,?• «“• oMlond mixedontUe 1.300 lbe average, 3}o-
Por lb.; one carload cattle 1.350 lbs. average $3.70 per owt. 
—price ranged from Sie toMe per lb.; one carload ofoattie 
1,140 lbe. average, sold for $39 each. There were several dealers 
togiiigtodjy, having to fill space contracted for at St. John

ruled Cram 8e* to 3a. MMb?,D^tuiC"in sise not 

going over1,000 ibe. in weight ; buying for Montreal was 
stow, and too yards were not cleared up ; firmer footing pre­

sheep
Hogs.

lb. Prices

s^3Srsa*bSK,SÎSlfKfïvSSSÏS5S
Stoctera and Feeders —Light Stockers not in demand ; a

alDniteddemandlforfo^U 
era weighing LU» Ibe to fill vacancies in t^distill^ byreT^
__. Sheçp ond Lawhs^—ïbmer ; tight offerings made the
R**” hold shipping sheep, ewes and wethers, yo. to 3c. per 
sî^^îmiSSntixU "*• Lambe 8elUnK nt 31c. to 4c. per lb.

Sales were poor for'any thing hut choice oow^thwshU and

Choice veals wanted

hogs wanted, exoept rough and stone. Market steady and 
priera ürmer-. 8Uga^$l:75 ; sows. $8.75 ; boars. $1 to $1.50.

Dressed Hoga.—^Deliveries of dreâsed hogs were free and 
eee^ket steady ; prices advanced as high as $5.25. and for 
selectio^ia Packers are paying from $4.40 to $4 60; for

MJ^raw-'~khont five loads of straw, at $8 to $9.50 for bun
éroan -On too street market only one load of wheat sold, 

at 88c. per Imshel : two of goose, at 68c. Receipts today were 
somewhat larger, but prices fell le. per bn=hel.

IPAeaf.—This market had quite a flutter. Prices were 
stronger to day. Holders asked 84c. for red wheat and 85c- for 
;hlto Quite a few lots of export wheat have been taken 
nom this market.

Onta firmer ; 1000 bushels selling at 25c.
Norte* firm ; 300 bushels selling at 25c.
flidea.-—The demand quiet and market firmer in sympathy.

7io-,orcured:
Sheepskins.—The market Is steady, with a fair demand. 

Best quoted at toe. each. Country skins are quoted steady, at 
adVM°ed 0,6 Price now paying

„ Çoef—ïlraoe. oombings, 21c. to 22c.; tub-washed fleece, 
80c. to 21c.; rejections, 17c.; pulled supers, 20c. to 21c.; extras, 
2ZO. to 23x

Buffer —All lines of butter are accumulating and prices 
are easier. Dealers are willing to shade prices rather than 

Creameries are selling well at good prices : large 
rails at 18c. to 13c..per lb.; small dairy rolls, 14c. to 15c- per 
lb.; creamery oonnd. 19c to 20c.

Cheese. — Quiet locally, although there is considerable 
enquiry for export. Dealers here sell summer make at 10c. to 
104c. and September make at 11c.; stocks short in warehouse.

Poultry.—Mr. Wm. Hinds the well-known cattle dealer 
shipped $30.000 worth of turkeys to the Old Country before 
Christmas by the steamer “ Mongolian." The price paid to

that they •"**-
Jan. 8,1897.

Montreal Markets.
Cattle The markets have settled back into much of the 

old groove since toe holidays. The spurt put on to send in good 
cattle was not of long duration aud the same old scrub lots are 
now coming in large numbers. During the week just closed a 
number of the best cattle offered were taken up for export 
account, for shipment via Ht. John and Portland. For these 
as high as 31c. per lb. was paid for the tops, and others, 3c. to 
3i°" f°r, the same purpose. The numbers offering for this 
purpose have been limited as to quantity.

Hutchers’ Cattle.—The trade has been very fair and the 
demand good, but drovers have not been able to make much 
m«mey on their deals, as butchers have become so accustomed 
to low prices of late that it iadifflonlt to set a raise on anything 
that is really good. For best butchers* 31c. his been paid ; fair 
to good. Me. to 3c.; medium, 21c. to 21c. per lb. Culls as low as 
lc. per lb.

Sheep and Lambs.—This L one branch of the trade that 
has been fully maintained, and whether it is that good sh-ep 
an“ lamns are becoming scarce throughout the country, 
certain it is thata good many more would find ready markets 
at fair prices. Choice lambs are now making well up to 44c. 
and for anything fancy a shade more per lb- From that to 41c. 
and in. per lb is being asked and paid for mixed lots of sheen 
and lambs. For choice sheep, suitable for shipping, a» much 
as 34c. per lb-are realized, but not a great many are offering.

Calves.—Offerings very light : some 30 or 40 on each mar­
ket, running in value from $3 to $10 each, according to quality.

Live Hogs.—With the advent of cold weather receipts
offering make

Hides and Skins —Since our last writing no change has 
token place in this market, in price and the movement has 
been somewhat restricted, tanners either being well stocked 
up or confident that lower prices will prevail in the near future 
Some grounds were given them for this expectation in the 
sudden jump from 8c- to 7c. a short time ago. but wc do not see 
anything in the present situation to warrant putting any faith 
in a further decline. However, dealers are firm holders. 
Hides are accumulating and the chances are that it will be the 
tanners who will have to come round in the end. Nos. 1 2. 
and 3 make 7c., 6c., and 5c. per lb.

DRESSED MEATS.
, Hogs have been in good active demand, the supply of good 

light bacons being still on the light side, very few finding their 
way as far east under toe 200 lb. mark; neither does there seem 
to beany overabundance in the market, as all offering* here are 
quickly picked up by different parties as soon as put on the 
market. The lighter weight bacon hog is bringing in car lots 
from $5 to $5.15 and $5.25 per cwt.; small lot* and single car- 
oasees from 25c. to 35c per cwt advance on these figure*.

Beef.—The market is a trifle dull owing to the low prices 
obtaining in t.he live stock markets. Fronts, 3c. to 31c. per lb. : 
hinds. 4$c. to 5}c. per lb.

Lamb is good value and continues in «ctive demand, 
high as 7c. being paid for good round lots ; that, is, less t han car 
lots ; for the latter the highest we have so far heard of being 
between 6*c. and 6|c. per lb., dressing from 38 to 40 lbs. each.
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