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NoTE.—The ADVOCATE was recently tendered,
but refused, an advertisement of a "bhck—kqg:,
v "inltpnrporﬁedto.lp:saeretpowder,bo
a

I

in the tree, that would

make the tree ** f.” "We have rejected thou-

SAUNDERS PLUMS — INDUSTRY GOOSEBERRY.
J. E. W,, Clifton, N. B., asks for information
the Saunders pl

lum ?

With regard to thel.)qnality and value of the
Ssundusg::, I may say, first, that I am only able
to speak indirect experience with this vari-
ety. It was ted at the Experimental Farm six
years ago, but died the second year. - This variety

near Belleville, and was brought into
notice by the late P. C. Dem » of Trenton, Ont.
It was thought very highly of by that experienced
fruit-grower. It has had hardly time to prove its
value in many portions of Ontario. Its princi
valuable characteristic, so far as I know, is its
earliness, and for this reason it is likely to be
widely planted. The plam, however, is thin in the
skin, and therefore will not bear transportation
o iy i g b e o
iz, ., Peports t it is Very productive,
but that it does not hold its flavor long after
maturity, soon deteriorating. The fruit itself is of
medium size and yellowish-red in color, of good
quality. Last year in British Columbia it was one
of the most productive varieties in the collection.
With regard to the Industry gooseberry, it is
not a variety that one can commend with confi-
dence for general planting. It is a variety that
nearly every one should try if they have a good
piece of clay soil and a sheltered location and are
pared to spray for the prevention of mildew.
%aere it sua it is certainly a joy to the
grower, and, as I say,is always worthy of a care-
ful trial. On sandy ground and exposed locatious
I would not recommend the Industry. J. C.]

 MARKETS.
Toronto Markets,

The first market of this year augured well for the ensuing
twelve months. A slight advance in cattle, sheep and hogs.
Prices firmer for all qualities. The trade for Christmas cattle
nas been considerably better than could reasonably have been
e in view of the unfavorable mild weather and plenti-
ful supply of poultry. It is quite noticeable that the cattle
oﬂ‘aro(r were not nearly so big and fat as they were a few years
ago. There was a attendance of buyers from Montreal
and outside districts; in fact it is set down that as man
strange faces were seen as were present during the first wee

of the New Year. The number of oattle passing through this
market lhohut.h‘}um-how-smkodhm
S —— 1801, 1895, 1896.
Ot i 93,431 1%. 104,887
nqu.! "".3'.'.'.'.'.'.'.1'.'.'.'.’. 154,384 194,
In 1896 the increase
in sheep, 30,057; whilst the hogs

two lots of really good
wm:m
;A.c.ﬁ b.; one carload mixed cattle, 1,300 ibs.
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thick, Mm:&bﬁ w‘#&m Towards the close of

the day a further slight advance was made. good
wanted, except Market steady
firmer. Stags. $1.75; sows, $2.75; boars, $1 to $1.50.

Dressed Hogs.— sed hogs were free and

market steady ; advanced as high as $5.25. and for

mm“&n are paying from $4.40 to $4.60; for

ocar
Hay.—About 10 loads of per day, sold at $12 to $13.50
per tan ; four loads on Monday fetched $14. by

Straw.—About five loads of straw, at $3 to $9.50 for bun-

Grain.—On the street market only one load of wheat sold,
at 88c. bushel : two of goose, at 68c. Receipts to-day were
Some hm bmu:rpmrlou fell 1c. per bu<hel.

Wheat.—' had mto a flutter. Prices were
mqtodny. goldm .:(ked tc:r'h l:-.dt whl;eat and &E&k for
white. Quite a few lots export ve been en
from this market.

Oats firmer ; 1.000 bnshels selling at 25¢.

Barley firm ; 300 bushels selling at 25¢.

Higa.— demand gquiet t::dﬁkotﬂmel; ;2 styorppathy.
Local dealers are payi klo 0. 1, asking cured ;
No. 2 5ic.; the markotng uncertain.

ins.—The market is steady, with a fair demand.
Country skins are quoted steady, at
M,un have advanced the price 5c., now paying

0ol.—Fleece combings, 2lc. to 22c.; tnb-washed fleece,
g;;. g %lo.; rejections, 17¢.; pulled supers, 20c. to 21c.; extras,
*

Butter.—All lines of butter are accumulating and prices
are easier. Dealers are willing to shade prices rather than
miss sales. Creameries are selling well at good prices : large
rolls at 12c. to 13c. per 1b.; small dairy rolls, 14c. to 15¢c. per
1b.; creamery vound. 19¢ to 20c. "

" Cheese. — Quiet locally, llt.hoxlh there is considerable
enquiry for export. Bal here summer make at 10c. to
10ic. and September make at 1lc.; stocks short in warehouse.

.—Mr. Wm. Hinds the well-known cattle dealer,
shipped $30,000 worth of turkeys to the Old Country before
Christmas by the steamer * Mougolian.” The price paid to
farmers was 6c. From an exchange we hear that they arrived
in good ongllltion and realized good prices.

Moantreal Mark_ets.

Caitle.—The markets have settled back into much of the
old ve since the holidays. The spurt put on to send in good
cattle was not of long duration and the same old scrub lots are

account, for shipment via St. John and Portland. For these
as high as 3ic. per Ib. was paid for the tops, and others, 3c. to
Sic.. the same purpose. The numbers offering for this
purm have been limited as to quantity. N

chers’ Cattle.—The trade has been very fair and the
demand M but drovers have not been able to make much
money on their deals. as butchers have become so accustomed
to low prices of late that it isdifficult to et a raise on an hing
that is good. For best hutchers’ 3}c. has been paid ; fair
{o goodibﬁc. to 3c.; medium, 2}c. to 2ic. perlb. Culls as low as

c. per Ib.

Sheep and Lambs.—This i: one branch of the trade that
has been fully maintained. and whether it is that good sheep
and lamhs are becoming scarce throughout the country,
certain it is that a many more would find ready markets
at fair pricer. Choice lambs are now making well up to 4ic.
and for anything fancy a shade more per lb. From that to 4lc.
and 4n. per Ib is being asked and paid for mixed lots of sheep
and lambs. For choice sheep, suitable for shipping, as much
as 3ia. per Ib. are realized, but not a great many are offering.

Calves.—Offerings very light ; some 30 or 40 on each mar-
ket, running in value from $3 to $10 each, according to quality.

Live Hogs.—With the advent of celd weather receipts
have become almost nil, but the few that are offering make
from $4 to $1.25 per cwt. in the yards.

Hides and Skins —Since our last writing no change has
taken place in this market in price and the movement has
been somewhat restricted, tanners either being well stocked
up or confident that lower prices will prevail in the near future.
Some grouuds were given them for this expectation in the
sudden jump from 8c. to 7c. a short time ago. but we do not see
anything in the present situation to warrant vutting any faith
in a further decline. However, dealers are firm holders.
Hides are accumulating and the chances are that it will be the
tanners who will have to come round in the end. Nos. 1,3
and 3 make 7c., 6¢., and 5c¢. per lb.

DRESSED MEATS.

Hogs have been in good active demand, the supply of good
light bacons being still on the light side, very few finding their
way as far east under the 200 1b. mark; neither does there seem
to beany overabundance in the market, asall offerings here are
quickly picked up by different parties as soon as put on the
moarket. The lighter weight bacon hog is bringing in car lots
from $5 to $5.15 and $5.25 per cwt.; small lots and single car-
casses from 25¢. to 35¢. per cwt advance on these figures.

Beef —The market is a trifle dull owing to the low prices
ohtainingin the live stock markets. Fronts, 3c. to 3lc. per 1b.;
hinds. 4}c. to 5}c. per 1b.

Lamb is good value and continues in active demand, as
high as 7c. being paid for good round lots; that is, less t han car
lots ; for the latter the highest we have so far heard of being
between 6§c. and 63c. per 1b., dressing from 38 to 40 lbs. each.

(BY OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT.) ;
Following are mommtudmmﬂnmmtho

prices— —
Present 'l‘wowmn
0 $525 s% 31?‘66
460t05
420005 45 535 475 535
355t05 20 550 465 530
340t05 20 465 4 50 515
33tod 8 465 450 4 60
4 60t04 90 i 420 ...
29tod 25 380 37 400
310tod 40 410 4 00 4 50
135t02 40 235 240 225
240to 4 00 4 40 3 80 4 50
2 25t06 05 57 67 5 60
325t04 30 430 425 440
250t03 80 365 290 375
320t035 345 387 4 60
300to355 345 39 475
3 20to 3 60 345 3 90 440
250t03 55 345 382 415
175t03 75 400 375 4 00
245t08 75 330 37 330
300to5 75 5 50 500 4 50
her lately than for some time
A/ is (?oor.
T it gy et o i ’m'y?-’lrl?ﬁ
against 216 1 Verage a B
lg? the heaviest on record, and 50 1bs. heavier%n

in 1895,
corn of the past two years showed less in the
ot Uiphis thas Lkt Mave beos be.

mitting feeding in transi third of the entire corn crop
is unmerchatable. It caunot be shlgped. and unless
home to stock will be a total loss. But

as

temporary rates, that the farmers may be enabled to dispose
of their surplus corn. .« :

Dealers say most of the cattle com: are being *‘ picked
before they are ripe,” regardless of the that corn never
was 8o plenty and cheap. However, feeders who last year
nw&mmhmomﬂewwmdrw fat, hea
beeves became tired of the game and thought they wo
sooner market their cattle when light than to take chances on
relli huvi:ethxpormmutstock cattle prices, as they have so
often done e

A breeder of bm'nolledmtuompdoestorbheko;tﬂe
are about one-third hlall:er than a year ago. and the demand
exceeds t.hesnlaly at t. There are now com vely few
large herds of choice breeding cattle, where a few years ago
there were so in the West, and as the demand is growing
steadily strmgergeeﬂ'octot the small supplies is to stiffen

ces.

The 33 head of two-year-old 1405-1b. Herefords which sold
§t $5.45 lately were fed and shipped by Chas. Anderson, of

, Mo.
Shorthorns continue to hold their own very well as a breed
of cattle that everybody knows is all right when
handled. Choice hl;’h-gndo Shorthorns are in evidence at
market much more commonly thau the other breeds, and are
therefore less of a novelty. The Herefords, which made the
best 8howing at market, are now invariably sent in before
they are three years old. They make the best beef at two to
twoaud a half, but practical butchers here say they begin to
deteriorate in quality from the block-test point of view after
ears.
Any:ong the receipts of lambs at Chicago lately WAas a con-
signment of fancy thoroughbreds from the Iowa Agricultural
Coqllegve at Ames. which, in point of quality and finish, could
mociaity of Tenling Mgh Dok lomis, Sk the o, meakes &
ialty o -br e en!
year was very satisfactory to Professors Wilson and Curtiss,
under whose personal direction it was conducted. The ship-
ment was as follows :—

9 Cotswolds, 126 lbs
__— 9 Leicesters, 125 lbs
9 Lincolns, 133 1bs.. ... .. ... ... ... .. .. ..
9 Suffolks, 123 1bs....... ... .. ... .. . ...
8 Merinos, 1031bs...... .. ... ... .. ... ... 5
These youngsters were all bought in Oatario by Prof.
Curtiss, who will follow up the feeding test by issuing a bul-
letin showing the practical butchers™-block results.
tou()ompm-a.t.ive hide prices now and a year ago are as
ows :—
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Packer Hides. 1897. 1896.
No. 1 native steers, 601bs. and up......... ... @ @
No. 1 native steers, spreadies ............ ... @ @
No. 1 native steers, light. under 60 lbs...... @ @ T
No. .1 native steers, butt branded, heavy.... @ e T
No. U native steers, butt branded, light ... . @ 6} @

No. 1 Texas steers, 60 1bs. and up
No. 1 Texas steers, 50and 60 lbe...... .. .. ..
No. 1 Texas steers, extreme light ... .
No. 1 Colorado steers, 60 1bs. and up

®
D PDRRE

93

9

81

8%
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8%

X 8%
A | v
No. 1 native cows, heavy ........ ... 2 9 @
No. 1 native cows, light. ......... .. .. ? 9} Ti@ 7}
No.1branded cows............. .. . 7 @ 8 @ 6%
Native bulls, all weights..... . ... .. .. .. 1@ 8 T@
Bulls, branded ...................... ... @ 6 @ 6
Country Hides.

No.lbuffs. 40t060Tbs... ... ... .. .. fl@ 8 @ i
No.2buffs, 35t0601bs.......... ... .. ..7i@ 8 6@ 7
No. 1 extreme light .. : @ 8% i@ 8
No.2extreme light ..... ... @ 7%} 7@ 1}
No. 1 native steers ... @ 8 7@ 8
No. 2 nativesteers ... ....... ... .. @7 6@ T
Side branded steers, flat @ 7 @ 5
No. 1 heavy native cows @ 8} @ 7%
No. 2 heavy native cows @ 7% @ 7
Side branded cows, flat @ 7 5 @ 5%
No.lbulls..... ... R S ST S B e o 6@ 7 @ 5%
No. 1 calfskins, Tto151bs .. .. .. .. .. @ 9
No. 2 calfskins, 7 ta 151bs. . . .. @ 7%
No. 1 kips, 15t0231bs....... . 6t @ 6}
No. 2 kipe, 15 to 25 1bs i@ 8

Deacons,each .............. - D a @40
Slanks,each. .. ..... .
Horse hides, each...... ..

The British Tlarkets.
A slight reaction has taken place since our last and a
decline of ic. per 1b. for taps resulted. Best States steers,

sinking the offal, 11c. to 1lic. per lb.; best Canadia 10c.
1b.; sheep, 10c. to 11c. for choice. e per
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