
THE BULLFROG,8
thftconscimisnps' of ‘a conscience vh;J of offence, both as re­
gards man nml Ood.’ We shall go >:i the even ’••nor of our 
way, and can afford to pass over the despicable yelping of illit­
erate curs and unprincipled liars, toadies, and (/ir---.-editor* 
We have one consolation to fall hack upon, and that is—• The 
path of the just is as the shining light that shineth more and 
more unto the perfect day.' The perfect dav is drawing nigh 
when merit shall he rewarded, and when fools and knaves and 
illiterate hirelings and immoral characters shall he banished 
beyond the pale of a inure perfect social organization, There ! 
is no place under (1 id's earnest sky for such characters."

We have sought in vain to discover the causo of all this di­
vine wrath. It may lie something connected with the Dunedin 
pump : or, as the Otago stork charges the Review with ll bes­
mearing the fame of our wives and daughters with his tilthv 
inuundoes, there may he a Bris-is in the vas ». But, he all this | 
as it may, the editors are terribly in earnest. It may he said j 
that, in small and rough communities among the Otago gold 
fields, this sort of thing is a matter of course, and that, when 
Dunedin has crept up to the Sydney and Melbourne standard I 
of prosperity, decency of language will come, in the regular ad­
vance of civilization, to its newspapers. This is true as far as 
it goes, hut it does not quite account for nil that is before us, 
and which is worth a moment's idh- commentary: Amongst 
verv vulgar and wholly uneducated people, coarse language 
ana disgusting words are a matter of course. The vocabulary , 
of a costermonger or a cabman is very scanty, and it is possible 
o believe that lie scarcely realizes the extreme filthiness and 
oarseness of many of hi* habitual expressions. In the lowest , 

Mrata ol low life many of the worst phrases have been conven­
tionalized, and convey scarcely any meaning to those who use 
them or to tlm-e to whom they are applied. They are. like the : 
flourishes of old-fashioned penmanship, mere expletives, with* i 
out any direct sense. It is a hasty conclusion, therefore, to sup- I 
pose that the habitual use ol coarse and otfeusive speech by i 
very uneducated persons necessarily implies a corresponding 
moral degredntion. The variations which a genuine White- 
■happier plays upon the derivations of '• blood" is a case in 
point. These derivations are applied indiscriminately to ob­
jects of praise and blame, love and hatred: and are often used ; 
absolutely in no sense at all. Titov are the stupid resources of 
an inadequate copia verborum, But all this does not apply to ; 
such talk a* we have quoted. Nor i- it. after all, chosen on Mr. 
Chuck's principle. It Is not that tie- gold-diggers of New Zea­
land could not understand any other language, or appreciate 
any other style, than that indulged in by the Dunedin and Otago 
editors, because it may h • questioned whether they understand 
it now. TIip peculiar point of it escapes their appreciation. If 
any of our readers are at the trouble of looking again at the man­
ner of speech of Mr. J. <I. S. (iraut. they will observe that, 
though it max not quite come up to “the test id the highest Uni­
versity in Km ope." yet it is plain that it is written by a man of 
nome sort of education, and addressed to reader* of some soit of 
education also. O'Connell silenced a fish-fug exuberant in 
Billingsgate by calling her an equilateral triangle, and condemn­
ing her to a quadratic equation : hut it may he doubted whether 
a New Zenlan.l navvv would see any force in saluting an editor 
as a vnvid editorial stork and a Station! Street twiukler The 
question, not altogether uninteresting. i« what manner of man 
1 lie edoor of this Dunedin limeir. and what manner of men his 
readers.must he. Mr. J. G. S- Grant assetts that his circular 
lion, albeit of 1.000 copies in Dunedin weekly, exceeds that of 
any contemporary, and that - it is tiled up as a previous Koran 
from its commencement." No doubt. Otago journalism suits 
Otago readers : the supply is not out of all proportion to the de­
mand. Nml this leads us to some appreciation of what colonial 
life really i*. Colonization is noi pursued by mere hedgers and 
ditchers, but it is the work of men of some sort of education— 
that lamentable education which writes and reads such journal­
ism us we have given specimens of. It is not ii« mere coarse 
vituperation and its vulgar slang that is its sole characteristic, 
but its ellectatioti of high-iuindndues.-. its claims to the assuran­
ces of religions conviction, it* fictitious morality, its attempt to 
persuade itself and others that public interest- ran bu furthcied 
and social duties promoted by this personal invective and sense­
less rodomontade. All this, it max he said. i< only after the Am­
erican model—the true i\pe of colonial vit 11 ix.it i in. This m ax 
be so; but it involves a melancholy consideration. Must it he 
a matter of course that all our colonies are to he Americanized ! 
The United States present the example of a community which 
has certainly suffered a social and political degradation. There 
was nothing in the country of Washington ami Franklin to lead 
to the anticipation that it would ever become the country of Lin­
coln and Butler. What are we toloreast of the future of a coun­
try which starts with a higher form of civilization than the North 
American States did. and yet which, partly hv reason of its high­
er type, permits the existence of Otago and Dunedin journalism 
as it is ! Modern colonies have not yet succeeded in even equal­
ing the social and moral type of the mother country. Neither 
Spain nor Portugal stands at the present moment high in the 
European hierarchy, hut Mexican and Brazilian life is much 
lower. The original vices of the Anglo-American colonists have 
only grown mure inveterate bv time. Climate may have a good 
deal to do with it, since Cuiiaûu undoubtedly stands higher in all

that makes society worth living in than do the United States. 
The Australasian settlements have greater elements of material 
prosperity; hut there are awkward signs, among which its jour­
nalism is not the least pregnant, tint they are not likely to throw 
otfihat bias which has been the ruin of the American character, 
and of American institutions too.

£ummart) of the «Trlravapltir actes of the Week
Peace minors continue to absorb attention. The latest is from I 

the Washington correspondent of the Tribune, who predicts that 
a cessation ot hostilities preliminary to peace negotiations, will j 
take place within ten days.

The Herald’s Savannah correspondent of the 8th., represents 
allairs in the city quiet and unchanged, and reiterates reports | 
as to the movements among the citizens of Georgia for Union.

L ite Richmond papers are violent in their criticisms for and 
against .led Davis, and his conduct of the war.

Hood's defeat and Sherman’s triumphant march through 
Georgia, are attributed to imbecility of Southern leaders.

Tennessee Slate Convention passed resolutions abolishing 
slavery in that state forever unanimously.

The Hon. Edward Everett died suddenly yesterday morning 
of apoplexy.

Richmond papers announce the arrival of Francis P. Blair in 
that city, supposed object of his visit to ho on a peace mission.

Senator Foote, late ol the Confederate Congress, was arrested 
by the Confederate pickets while attempting to cross the line 
to reach Washington. He is now held in strict confinement.

Confederate refugees confirm the report lhai General Lee has 
sent troops to South Carolina to oppose Sherman.

Parson W. (i Brown low has been nominated for Governor of 
Tennes see h v the Unionists of that State.

A Court ol Enquiry is to Inc held in Washington in regard to 
the failure of the late expedition to Wilmington.

The Richmond Examiner sav* : —One thing is truly to he 
feared, which is the decay of public spirit before the continual 
spectacle of executive lolly and legislative subserviency."

The U. S. sloop of war San Jacinto was wrecked oil Bahama 
Banks. Jan. 1st.

Tim public buildings in Washington are draped in mourning, 
anil the departments are closed in respect to the memory ol Hon. 
Edward Everett.

Mr. Blair lias returned from Richmond—He had an interview 
with Jell Davis. During the interview Davis said he would 
cither receive or send Commissioners of Peace to Washington, 
anil lie inquired if they would he received by our Government.
No terms of peace were indicated.

( 'orresponueiice from Beaufort under date 9th.. state that Com­
modore Porter's immense Heel of Iron-clads and frigates, was 
about standing from there to make a second attack on Wil­
mington.

A large body of troops were on transports ready to participate.
A. I). Richardson and J. II. Brown, correspondents of the Tri­

bune. hail escaped from a rebel prison in North Carolina, and 
arrived *afe at Nashville. Several other prisoners escaped with 
them. It is now asserted that Blair's visit to Richmond was on 
private matters ; although Richmond papers insist he was sent 
there to negotiate peace.

Advices from Gen. Thomas say active operations are suspen­
ded by the inclemency ol weather. Hit army is supplied well. 
Hood i* reported a* -till fleeing South.

\ reliable report from Alabama stales that the Legislature of 
that State will soon adopt resolutions favoring a return to the

Never before lias the rebel press spoken so dcspondingly of 
the situation.

In regard to military investigations at Washington the Tribune 
correspondent says : Gen. Butler’s testimony before the Com­
mittee on the conduct of the war. lifts the veil which has close­
ly covered so many disasters and blunders in front of Petersburg.
Hi* testimony produced a profound impression, and u summons 
« a* is*ued tor Gen. Grant and other high ollicers.

Full reports of the capture of “ Fort Fisher” have been re­
ceived and all the Confederate defences on Federal Point.

The Federal loss in killed and wounded is estimated at nine 
! hundred. The Confederate lo*s five hundred killed ahd woun­

ded. and two thousand live hundred prisoners, and seventy-two 
gun*. The storming party met with a desperate resistance in- 
*ide the Fort. An explosion of the powder magazine in the 
Fort, killed and wounded two hundred, mostly Federal*. One 

! fifteen inch gun Imrstvd on board the iron-clad " Muhopau." 
but without fatal injury to any one.

Richmond papers oi" Monday officially announces the capture 
of Fort Fisher, and confess that it is a great disaster, sealing 
Wilmington against blockade running, and a great loss to the 
Confederacy.

Brigadier General Terry who commanded the land assault on 
i Fort Fisher has been made a Major General.

Admiral Porter speaks in high terms of the efficiency of our 
iron-clads. lie says :—The ’• Monadwell ' is capable ot cross­
ing the ocean alone when her compas are once adjusted pro-


