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ihc Board of Officers, with minds replete with military ideas,
with minds predifpofed, not to hear and determine, but t(J
condemn; they went into that Court with menacing coun-
tenances and menacing voices, avowing in the moft public man-
ner their vindidivc and unjutt intentions. The judges of that
Court have declared they could defcry guilt by obferving the
countenances of men*, they never faid one word about inno-
cence; their minds were filled with nought but judgment
condemnation, and punifhmcnt.
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The judges of that Court are even unqualified to hold
a Court, or fit at a board, which touches the perfons, or pro-
perties of individuals, they have not even taken the oath of
office, ^which every Officer of a Court Martial, appointed to
try a foidier under the Mutiny Bill, does take and declares
that he will impartially try the prifoner. I fay gentlemen
It the defendants have any alleviation to their trouble, iris
becaufc they appear in a Court which every Britifh fubjea;
ought to admire and boalt of; a Court conftituted in right
reafon, and law; a Court whofc powers and authorities, though
cxtenfive, are limited, defined and underftood by every man
of whatever degree : a Court in which the fubjeft may hope
with confidence for protedion and impartial jufticc ; a Court
in which a gentleman prefides of jurifprudent learning, who
IS placed m the feat of judgment without prejudices, with-
out partiality, who can have no intereft in the queftion at
illuc, for he cannot be prefumed to poflefs Militia, or Military
Ideas, nor to.do otherwifc than view with equal eye the par-
ties in litigation. ^ / -
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if there be any confolation afforded the defendants upon
this trying occafion, it rcfults from appearing in a Court |iua
conftituted, and where they are to be tried, by a jury com-.
pofed of their fellow citizens, in \^om they can iop^ti
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a body of mco impartial, unprejudiced, imli<fer#^I^
and fuperior to fuipicion or (Urprifci by mei^i**^^'^
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