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718. Eastern Turkestan, Mongolia, and Man-
chooria, comprise vast deserts and pasture lands.
For many centuries they have been occupied by
wandering shepherds. An extensive trade is car-
ried on between China and Russia, and also between
China and Persia, acro.ss these deserts.

719. China ha.s many large cities. Pekln, the capital, is
the largest city in Asia. It is surrounded by a high wallcanton is one of tiie greatest commercial cities of Asia

JAPAN.
720. Japan comprises the four large islands,

Mphon, Shiknku, KimJuu, and Yezo, and many
;

small islands on the east coast of A.;ia. Niphon,
I the largest island of the group, is about nine hun-
dred miles in length.

721. The climate is varied according to the posi-
tion, being cold in the north and almost tropical in
the south. The soil is generally fertile, yielding
tea, rice, the mulberry, and various kinds of grain
and vegetables. The bamboo grows in Japan, and
is used for many purposes.

722. Japan ha.s great mineral wealth, including gold silver
copi)er, inm, lead, and coal.

'

723, .Tapan has s<,nie of the most remarkable volcanoes in
the world. It is also subject to eartlKpiakes.

724. There are more people in these islands
than in the British Isles. The Japanese are in-
telligent and industrious. They carry on agricul- ,

ture, mining, and manufactures with much success.
'

They make beautiful silks, shawls, lac.pier ware^
;and porcelain, and they have great skill in carvinc ^

ivory. "
J

724 .lAPANESK AT IlllMR. ^

72,5 Formerly the Japanese shut themselves out from the
rest of the world, neither going abroad themselves nor allow-
ing foreigners to enter tlieir country. Hut lately tliey have
taken great lams t.. become accpiainted with civilized coun-
tries. They have introduced many improvements, such as
railroads, telegraphs, schools, colleges, and newspapers. Many
of their young men have been educated in the colleges -f Cireat
Hritain. the Ignited States, and (iermany.

726. Japan carries on a large trade with Great
Britain and the United States. Their chief exports
are silk, tea, porcelain, and lacquered ware; and
their imports are cotton and woollen goods.

727. ToWo, the capital of Jat)an, is a very large city on
«ie island <,f Niphon. Yokohama, seventeen miles from
lokio, IS noted for its foreign trade. Osaka, Kagoslma,
and Koumamotou, are very large cities.


