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fashion. Were I to deckle, my Son, l)et\vcen ihc res-

|)ective aristocracies of honour and of wealtli, I think I

should gi\ e the fornier a preference, because it natural-

ly produces civilit) , since it depends on publiek esti-

mation ; whereas the other is the very parent of arro-

gance. And I never knew any men demand more no-

tice, and practise more ostentation, as I think I observ-

ed to } ()U before, than the " hommes parvenus," who

jrrew up, like mushrooms, w ith sudden exuberance, in

the rank scil ol commercial prosperit}-.

Tlicrc were families, who cultivated and Ijoasted a

lamily interest. Rut this dantrcrous idea spraiis^ from

an excess of wealth above the freneral mediocrity, and

it tended to e\ cuts the most important. For no soon-

er did it ajjpear, from the measures of X'irpjinia and

her associates, that a |)olitical so\ ereignty, of whatever

name, was about to be formed in the South, than ev-

ery exertion wa'^ made amons^ influential men of the

North, to increase their inihienci, and form a separate

dominion. For this i)inpose there was a sufliciency of

means, which were now collectinji^ w ith dili}i,ence.

Durinir these discussions and a'ti nipts, the Middle

States, as the\ weic- named, i)erse\ered in a steady

course of Hei)ul)lic;insm, with jijreat firnmess. The

society of Friends, w'l eh nii^ious sect had |jfained a

|)repon(l;rance both in wealth and power in the State of

lVnns}lvania, iniited their views and exertions with

those of the sober, fruj^al, indiistrious (Krmans, and

stood uiuiio\ed by either the threats or flatteries of

tlkir neidibours. Similarity of interests attached to

iIkui the }et disconnected States f>f their imnudi;''
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