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t thv |>rr vnt tic e, in i oiisv<|ii< ......... t‘ tIn* great expeic-e, «-nusiiiiiptitui of timv, mitt tlit»
iinj»r;i«*t"ifiiI It* nutrrr of tin* rountrv. to irurk tilt* wliole boundary by i-utt ing :i trick 
tliioi;; Ii tin1 di'iiso forest. It u:; • tliereficv ii'iwil t i iiM-crtain certain points on tin* 
line I v the ileterinin: tion of ustnmoiim ;tl points :it <■ n\enient intervnls on or near the 
I oun• l;ii t, mill to n ark nu ll a t roimini«*:*I stat ions, or points lixeil on tlie pnvnllel form 
i n or the lieiimlary, by rutting n I rack of not les I linn L'll feet in w i < It It on each siile fir 
the ilistanee of half n mile or more, in mi .lino to l iii ninstinii es. I'urt her, that the 
ho ii in I ii ry he iletermineil ainl ~ in lull v mai'keil where it cm- -c* strenms of any size, 
perinniient trails, or any striking natural features of the eouutry. In the \ irinitv of 
■ ettleiaeiits on or near the line, it is ileenieil advisable to eut the traek for a greater 
ilistanee, ami to mark it in a manner to he iletermineil hereafter.

Altlmugh tin* survey was completed late in 1 Mil it was nut until May 
7. 18(19. that tin* final report was signed at Washington hy the two eom- 
tuissioners. A very important agreement1 was reaehed on that day hy the 
two eommissioners. when they ileeided
that, Iietween any two sneeessive defined points, marked on the ground, shown on the 
maps, and set forth in the aeeonipmiy in g lis-, the line of boundary above described is 
to be considered a right or straight line; and Hint this rule is to apply throughout the 
entile boundiirv without regard to the distances between the vonsei-nt i\ o points or to 
the course of the parallel in siirh intervals.

Colonel Hawkins, writing on May 10. 1809. to tin* Foreign Ofliee and 
referring to this agreement, says': “We were induced to do this upon eon 

sidération that it was of the greatest importance nothing should he left 
for future discussion or settlement and that our operations should he final 
and conclusive. ”

It should he observed that the observations of the two commissions were 
made with the utmost attainable precision and are comparable with tin* best 
field work of today. The position of the parallel in the 110 miles of its 
length was determined from twenty-eight astronomical stations, eleven of 
which were established hy tl • Itritisli commission, fourteen hy the I’nited 
States commission, and three hy joint observations. The total expense of the 
Fnited States commission was approximately $000.000. equivalent to about 
$1.400 per mile. We may assume that the expense of the Itritish commission 
was about the same, all hough the figures are not available. I'llimately 
the maps of the survey were published, seven sheets on the scale of 1 :00,000 
(see index map. Fig. 1 )/'

Such were the methods used in establishing the boundary line, which 
cut across a wild, generally forested country with no population save in 
isolated spots. Where is the boundary? and Which line is it? were ques­
tions that arose later with the advent of settlers in the more open country 
between the Similkameen Hiver and the Columbia.

As squatters and settlers began to oeeupv lands on both sides of the 
boundary line they found in places three lines cut through the woods, as 
well as two sets of stone cairns, which naturally left them in a mmndary
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