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were dead at the beginning of the fortieth year, or in other words, only

one in fifty of the original trees was alive, that is. if we assume Aa

the forest between 30 and 40 years old started m the same manner as

the present stands less than 10 years old. SUted m another way, the

death rate per acre was 5.000 yearly during the second d«i^de .
300

yearly during the third, and 70 trees per acre year y dunng the fourth

d^de. It will be seen that the death rate was st.ll more Pronounced

in the case of the fir alone, since less than one m a hundred of the

original trees was alive at the end of the fourth decade.

By referring to the percentage uble above, one will see that the

proportion of the hemlock gradually incr«..es as tfie stands

^J^
oldCT This shows that the hemlock can endure crowdmg and shad ng

^tter than the fir. The tendency of the hemlock to crowd out Ae

fir as the forest gets older seems to be a general rule m the coastal

teis of British Columbia. This is particularly true - *ej>et^er

soil conditions, and, as stated in the preceding section, (p. 7). the

hemlock is beneath the stands of fir on the poorer soils ready to take

?he pkce of the fir as soon as it is removed, that is, if the natural con-

ditions are not too violently disturbed.

In travelling through the southern coastal region of British Lolum

bia onHs impLsed by the vigorous reproduction of Douglas fir, yet

"ZZZZ of well-stocked stands of yoimg fir i^mattering -d

n,tchv in nature The mature forests which will arise from these

Smt stands will not be as continuous and uniformly distributed as

thTpreint mature forest, and consequently the forest ar^ of the

utu?e wm n^ yield as much saw-log material. This pre'^-tio" 'S

ba e o^the fact'that large areas of young forests - being P^^^^^^^^^^^^^

ally burned, and, when the young growth is killed by fire, little or no

Joune Sowth o commercial trees comes in to take its place. The

rea'ns for this will be discussed in the section on the influence of

fire upon fo"?st reproduction.

Stands in which hemlock predominated, covering large

Hemlock ^reas were much less frequent than those m which

Predominant
^^^ predominated. Young hemlock stands were plenti-

ful, but they occur in relatively small groups, usually on the better

soils of depressions and flats.


