
LAW AND ORDER UPHELD «07

Labor nor the Brotherhoods endorst>d this sym-

patht>tic strikr. it soon ftpread over a vast territory

and was accompanied by .savage rioting and bloody

conflicts. In the .suburb.s of Chicago thi' niob.M

burned numerous cars and did much damage to

other pro|)erty. The losses inflictt>d on properly

throughout the country by this strike have been

estimatwi at $80,000,000.

The strikers were undoubtedly encouraged in re-

sorting to force by the sympathetic attitud*- vhich

Governor Altgeld of Illinois sbowed towarc' . the

cause of labor. The Knights of Labor and other

organizations of workingmen had passt^l resolu-

tions complimenting the Governor on his pardon

of the Chicago anarchists, and the American Rail-

way Union counted unduly upon his support in

obtaining their ends. The situation was such as

to cause the greatest consternation throughout the

country, as there was a widespread though errone-

ous belief that there was no way in which national

Government could take action to suppress disorder

unless it was called upon by the Legislature, if

it happened to be in session, or by the Governor.

But at this critical moment the Illinois Legislature

was not in session, and Governor Altgeld refused

to call for aid. For a time it therefore seemea that
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