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188 THE DAY OF THE CONFEDERACY

views because "a mountain of prejudices, growing

out of our ancient modes of regarding the institu-

tion of Southern slavery will have to be met and

overcome" in order to attain unanimity, Lee dis-

cussed both the institution of slavery and the

situation of the moment. He plainly intimated

that slavery should be placed under state control;

and, assuming such control, he considered "the

relation of master and slave . . . the best that can

exist between the black and white races while

intermingled as at present in this country." He

went on to show, however, that military necessity

now compelled a revolution in sentiment on this

subject, and he came at last to this momentous

conclusion

:

Should the war continue under existing circumstances,

the enemy may in course of time penetrate our country

and get access to a large part of our negro population.

It is his avowed policy to convert the able-bodied men

among them into soldiers, and to emancipate all. . . .

His progress will thus add to his numbers, and at the

same time destroy slavery iu a manner most pernicious

to the welfare of our people. Their negroes will be used

to hold them in subjection, leaving the remaining force

of the enemy free to extend his conquest. Whatever

may be the effect of our employing negro troops, it

cannot be as mischievous as this. If it end in subverting

slavery it will be accomplished by ourselves, and we can


