
1»1S UUUNTIES OF KENT, ESSEX \MI LAMtiTUV

Kveu the domestic consumer who pay.- the highest rate. :V. per tu„u and. 
ting the equ it aient of coal at $ti.UU per toll, with tie- ad litiotial .iilvimi , 
elimination of all work in connection with it- u • The indu-ir .n.vin and 
tile large u.-et were only pating II |.. i. nt- per the; n *1. nr the i ipnvalent of 
' ":l1 a* *2.61 ie $3.60 per ton, sure
will never compel rigid .......... ,it. Then- il..- ih seem I . lie any ivii-m,. eompalihle
with the idea of enforcing the lit.... . t iiunuiiiy, win hire n . i Inmld lint, ant
advantage over -mall consumers beyond pc ilily i, mall discounl. In l ,e i| 
the interests of both the gas coiiipanii-, who are utixiou. m, II tie ir p. I net h
a rival can get il. and the large users arc identical, but ii . iiiimie.il : , intelligent 
conservation. Il any use at all i- allowed for indu trial pnrpi 
-Iion 1.1 Ik* paid, and there seems to Ii. no reason wilt lie Imuld h* ili.m UK
|ier thousand, or the equivalent of mal at $0.00 per ton. with no cvp. for lal u 
attached. Those who can purchase anthracite coal ut tin pro * an i'ortunah 
indeed. Compared with prices paid for artificial gas the difference i- striking 
The cheapest artificial gas sold anywhere in Ontario is in Toronto, wl *. the prie. 
IS 80c. per thousand for a gas having n heating elfi. I. my ,,r as compared will 
over 1,000 cflicieney for the Kent gas, or to huv on the mm basis ns the T..i. ■ 
householder the consumer in Kent should pay $1.10 per tlioii-.mil, and n ni . 
the Toronto user in order lo lie on as fuvorahle a fooling a- Ih dweller In Kenl 
county paying I0e. per 1 hoii-'and should he able In gv( ! i i g "a ii ; cent- m-lr.i 
of SO.

IsOnjf Life of the (ias f ield with Higher Kates Advantageous lo the Domestic 
Consumers—not the (las Companies

1 lie benefit to he derived from t1 it - increase in rates i> the •'iifon-enieiit of lie 
utmost economy in the ns<* of gas. With 20.000 or so meters in commission, repre 
"' i"*l!.- ;ls many users, no regulations unit
could enforce economy. This of « uirse is both undesirable and impracticable. The 
benefit that would accrue to the public by an increase of the rate i ;i prolongation 
of the life of the field duo to the extra care that would result in He use of gas. 
This benefit would not go to the gas eompaniv . as can easily Ih -cm by a simp!, 
calculation. Assume for a moment that the smallest amount calculated above as 
gas in reserve, viz., (55,000 million vu. ft., is correct. For the last few years th 
industrial consumption has been 70 per cent, of the total and the domestic 30 per 
cent., and the rate of consumption is now 15.000 million per war, or four years* 
supply. Apart altogether from the inevitable breakdown of the system, which 
would increase in seriousness every spell of cold weather and result in the loss of a 
great deal of gas as against the system of careful,musing of Ilf wells possibl 
under domestic consumption only, we can compare th. results of the two systems 
as far as the gas companies arc concerned. In the first place, imagine the present 
system continued and even admit, what is probably impossible, that all of the gas 
can he marketed under those conditions: then we have ;k follows :

30% of (15,000 or 19.500 Mill at 25c. = $3.997.500 
70% “ • 45.500 “ 13c. =• 5.915,000

Total...............................................$9,912.500

As this 65.000 million feet is equal to 2.700.000 tons of coal, this means that, it 
would he sold at the average rate of $3.67 per ton. No economy can he enforced 
under these conditions. ,


