TELEGRAM - € 282900

From  THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR DOMINION AFFAIRS
To THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, CANADA

LONDON,
e
We have, as you know, decided not to proceed at
present with the duuien to send British warships into Norweglian ‘
territorial ntorl to intercept Mpuntl of irom ore. At puum
the position is that we have told the Norwegianm and Swedish Govern-
nhu m\ we have, in response to their requests, delayed
execution of this decision, while making it pl;ii_n to them that
(' we consider ourselves entitled to expect fhon to submit preposals
to us for achieving this ohjﬂt by other means., If, as is probabdle,
they do not come forward with adequate proposals vvn will have to
\ carefully censider situatioen m ereated and examine, inter alia,
) l whether violations by Germeny g‘ "ﬁ'!cmnnn Lew on the High
?
5

Seas are or are not suffic. ﬁ.lpat to liberate us from the
| restriections to whieh we are at present submitting in the case of

the transit of irom ore from Narvik to Germany through Norwegian
territorial waters,
In case we should decide on a réview of all

1 relevant considerations to take action, we are studying whether
instead of patrolling Norwegian waters we might not preferably lay
mines in Norwegian territorial waters and declare mine field. The
obj“t'er such a step would be to force ships carrying iren ore
out into the open sea, where they could be intercepted. If the
Norweglans were to sweep up the field enother could be laid at a
different point and this also declared. An advantage of this
proposal is that there should be less risk of damage to Norwegian

or other shipping in ’om;ln waters and less lmlw of

of inoidents with the Norwegian naval forces.
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