
12 EXCALIBUR Monday, November 19,1990

ARTS
' *sti;vi!t>

CTsJu?

EQUIPMENT65

u Culture is not a weaponRENTALS
unwatchable.

Songololo was shot in South 
Africa in the fall of 1989

A heady time for black South 
Africans as the winds of change 
swelled to hurricane force. The 
South African government was 
forced to legalize anti-apartheid 
demonstrations for the first time in 
thirty years.

It was during this period of lib
eralisation and euphoria that 
South African born director, Mari
anne Kaplan went to Johannes
burg, Soweto and Natal to make 
her documentary. She chose to 
feature two talented black per
formers -singer, writer and direc
tor, Gcina Mhlophe and poet/mu
sician Mzwakhe Mbuli.

The movie follows these two, 
showing us not only their public 
side, through live performances, 
but also their private lives through 
family vignettes.

Ms. Mhlophe speaks for the 
“woman and children of her coun
try” while Mr. Mbuli is known as 
the "people’s poet.”

Described as "cultural acti
vists," they seek to present culture 
as a valuable tool, “a weapon that 
does not rust.”

It is here that they do the black

people of South Africa a great 
disservice.

Culture is not a weapon, it is a 
“quality” that shapes the soul and 
fills the oppressed masses with 
substance and a sense of identity. 
Culture can do nothing more.

Cultural Nationalism and the 
divisiveness inherent in Femi
nism, on the other hand, can dilute 
and divert the forces of change, 
providing valuable time for the 
oppressors to regroup.

Songololo will probably do well 
on the Canadian Art theatre cir
cuit. Images of black people sing
ing and dancing have always 
made us comfortable.

Now that this questionable film 
has opened in theatres across 
Canada, I have no doubt that it's 
major funders -Telefilm Canada, 
National Film Board, OXFAM, 
External Affairs and the Anglican 
Church are busy patting them
selves on their liberal vertebraes. I 
hope they develop cramps in their 
arms.

I give Songololo a one out of 
ten, only because it would be 
wrong not to recognise the crew 
who produced a beautifully 
filmed, lit, edited and composed 
product.
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Water Pumps - Backhoes - Scaffolding - Etc.

by Jim Russell

Songololo: Voices of Change

The Carpetbaggers have des
cended on South Africa.

They are presenting them
selves as friends of the revolution 
while they are in fact just another 
wave of colonialists bearing 
"gifts."

Wrapped attractively in cellu
loid, they call CULTURAL NATION
ALISM and FEMINISM Songo
lolo: Voices of Change.

Songololo is a celebration of 
black South African culture, mas
querading as a glimpse of a revo
lution in progress.

The do-good “Baggers” arrived 
with their suitcases filled with film 
and liberal notions of “solidarity," 
before proceeding to record beau
tiful images of the revolution.

Songololo is a beautifully filmed 
music video, but it is not about 
revolution.

Revolution is a horrible, gut 
wrenching process concerned 
with the removal of a horribly 
oppressive system. The expe
rience is nearly unfilmable and, 
even as such, it would be

215 MILVAN DRIVE, WESTON, ONTARIO M9L 2A3 
TEL: (416) 745-9191 FAX: (416) 745-2310

Butterfield & Robinson Travel

(York University)

VIA Rail’s 
STUDENT FARES

50% DISCOUNT*

♦FIVE DAY ADVANCE PURCHASE

VIA
Purchase your ticket at the convenient 
campus locations in the Ross Building, 
Central Square.

Win a round trip ticket within the corridor. 
(Ballot boxes located in the Butterfields 
& Robinson Travel Office.)
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Become a Doctor of Chiropractic ,

» • ^ rjÏWHY?
nt ,, A• Because Chiropractic is one of the fastest 

growing health care professions.
• As a Doctor of Chiropractic you will have a 

rewarding career as a licensed physician 
specializing in a natural approach to health 
and wellness.
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Mzwakhe Mbuli and Gcina Mhlophe
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WHAT DO I NEED?
• If you have completed at least two years of 

college with specific courses that we require in 
the biological and natural sciences AND

• Have a strong desire to care for people, you 
may qualify for admission.

Effective Job Search Seminar
(FOR ALL MEMBERS OF THE YORK COMMUNITY)

WHERE? NEXT FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 23, 7:00 PM - 9:00 PM
AND

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 24, 9:30 AM - 4:00 PM

AT N108 ROSS

• At Northwestern College of Chiropractic.
• A fully accredited, professional college located 

on a beautiful 25-acre campus in suburban 
Minneapolis-St. Paul.

WHAT DO I DO NOW?
• Call or send in the coupon for more information.
• A specialized loan program for Canadian 

students is available.
RESUME WRITING • NETWORKING SKILLS 

INTERVIEW PREPARATION • JOB SEARCH PLANNING
with JOHN T. HARRIES

DIRECTOR, CAREER & PLACEMENT CENTRE
Please send me more information on 
Northwestern College of Chiropractic 612-888-4777

Name

WENT (A nominal fee will be charged for training resources)AddriM
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STCity Province Mari Code _________

College now attending

Phone
aREE£ REGISTER NOW!

N 108 ROSS or 736-5351

Yeara of college experience yoRk
Send To:

Northwestern College of Chiropractic Admissions Office 
2501 West 84th Street • Bloomington, MN 55431
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