
Actor Ray Walston 
shoots From the Hip rX

m iX5 atold the ////> people that he would 
take the role if he got paid ads— 
billing on the movie posters and in 
full-length newspaper 
advertisements.

Clark's people balked at the sug­
gested and Walston said, “Thanks, 
but no thanks." From there it 
became a waiting game.

“They phoned six weeks later, ask­
ing if I had reconsidered appearing in 
the movie," said Walston. “I asked 
them if they had reconsidered the 
ads. They said it was impossible, and 
I told them I still wasn’t interested."

Walston explained it wasn't a case 
of money, it was a matter of being 
recognized. “Billing is important 
because as an actor it shows that 
you’re still working and available,” 
he said. He had taken a part in 
Johnny Dangerously without consid­
ering ads and later regretted it when 
he saw that everyone in the film had 
placed that requirement in their 
contract.

“Clark’s people phoned back a 
couple of more times and finally told 
my agent they had (another actor) 
for the role, but they were still inter­
ested in me,” Walston continued. “I 
finally asked my agent for the name

By KEVIN PASQUINO

He’s been Popeye's father, a 
swindler in The Sling and Mr. Hand 
in Fast Times at Ridgemount High. 
However he’s probably best known 
for his role as Martin in My Favorite 
Martian and can currently be seen in 
the new motion picture From the 
Hip, directed by Bob Clark.

Actor Ray Walston played all of 
those characters, and in a brief 
phone interview Walston described a 
career that has spanned more than 
50 years in theatre, television and 
motion pictures as well as explaining 
how he got the role of a judge in 
From the Hip.

When Walston first received the 
script for From the Hip he expressed 
interest in the role of Bennett, the 
accused murderer whom actor Judd 
Nelson defends. He was told that 
the part had already been cast (John 
Hurt received the role, and the char­
acter was then renamed Benoit) but 
Clark’s representatives were inter­
ested in him for the part of the first 
judge.

Although disappointed, Walston 
was interested in the part for two 
reasons. Through his agent, Walston
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HERE COMES THE JUDGE: Ray Walston blows up at Judd Nelson while Darren McGavin looks aghast. 
From the Hip, by Porky's director Bob Clark, had good intentions but combines comedy and a strong 
dramatic performance by John Hurt to mediocre results.
of the person he had been speaking 
to. I phoned him and I said, ‘I under­
stand you have (the other actor) 
without giving him billing. If he’s 
willing to take the part without ads, 
that’s great, but if he isn’t . .

Walston got the part of Judge til 
("He didn't even have a name,” con­
fessed Walston) plus the billing in 
ads that he had struggled for. Most 
importantly, however, he had a 
chance to work with director Bob

ston. "We worked for six months in 
Oregon—Gold Rush country—and 
it was just beautiful.”

Walston has appeared in recent 
episodes of Simon & Simon and St. 
Elsewhere but is “terribly unrelaxed’’ 
because he is not presently working. 
“Character actors in town spend 
their time waiting for the phone to 
ring,” explained Walston, who is 
looking forward to future acting 
endeavours.

Clark, who likes to re-use his actors 
in later films.

A well-recognized character actor, 
Walston has appeared in The Sting, 
Popeve, Fast Times at Ridgemount 
High and South Pacific. But his 
favourite film was Paint Your 
Wagon, a little known musical/west­
ern that starred Lee Marvin and a 
singing (!) Clint Eastwood.

“Paint Your Wagon was a big Hol­
lywood extravaganza," said Wal­
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